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When Hook-and-Ladder Truck
No. 7, ofthe New York Fire De-
partinent, bent around the corner
into Leaington Avenue, two men
wero at the open window of the
second floor of No. 44, the burning
house. They gesticulated wildiy,
their open mouths screaming un-
heard cnies for help; then smoke
from the first tloor poured up,
choking them and diiving them
back out of sight.

No one in the streets had notice
cd these men, Tt wasin the dawn.
ing of & dark morning, about six
o'clock of Junuary 2und, 1897, and
the few people out before the burn-
ing house were neighbours, men
and women, busily trying to 1escue
their children and furniture and
clothing from No. 96 and contigu-
ous houses in the three-storied
row. On Hook-and-Ladder Truck
No. 7 there nere Two notably a'ert
firemen—John F. Howe, the driv-
er, and James Peari. the mun on
the tiller. Both saw the endan-
gered wen, although they were
the busiest of the crew at that mo-
ment, for How had three horses
to swing at iull gallop around the
corner, “hile Pearl had the hiad
wheels o steer, away  out usnder
the long, spindling ladders,

Perhaps the work of driving and
steering on a hard run made them
more wide-a-wake then their mates
or so they modestly explained it.
But some men are always secing
chances to do good things, whiue
others as habitually mizs them.
Howe and  Pearl are of “the sort
who get medals, as the firrmen
say, and indeed Howe had receiv-
ed the New York medal for brav-
ervin 1ayv.  Ile wanted anuther,
what good man would not bo keen-
Iy glad to get medals denoting that
he had saved human hyves? Pearl
had the sawe hunger tor jife-sav-
ing—and medals. They were riv-
als, brave men, and good triends.

As his team thundered up to
Uns fire at No. 94 Lexington Aven-
ue, Howe thought that Pearl pro-
Lably saw as well as he the chance
to save those men on the second
fluor.  But as Pearl could not leave
bhis post at the tiller till the truck
stopped, the driver had some hopc
of beating him,

Howe understood the situativn
at a glance. The back of the
heuse was ablaze to the roof; in
front the flames were in control of
the high basement and the first
floor. Tongues of fire were occa-
sionally shooting up along the
walls outeide to tho second story.
In its most northerly window the
man had appeared. No ladder
could stand there. The only ap-
proa h was through tho next house
1n the row, No, 96, the house south
of No. 04, and  divided from it hy
only 2 brick partition wall.
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Ilu-\oy\mmo\l down his brake
Cland pulled up when hie seat was
just opposite the door of No, 96;
thus he was nearer than Pearl to
the door, nearer by tho length of
the truck. Astho horses strained
back on their haunches Howo cal-
led to aman on the sidewalk to
lLiold thowm, at the same moment ho
leaped from his seat and ran, He
st run fast it he would be first
in saving the men, for Pearl start
ed at the rame instant from the
end of the truch fur the dour of
No, 98,

On the steps of the house they
came tugedher with a tump, but
Howe got his shoulder in ahead
and away he went up the stairs.
He met frightened men and wo-
men coming down in half-crazed

cdothes and dragging trunks.  Over
these he leaped or chimbed as fast
as he could, and cloze hehind him
he could hear the jumping and the
clatter of Pearl.

Howe rushedinto the front room
and straight for the south window,
He battered out the sa~h and stoad
up with his body outside, grasp-
ing the lintel with his hand. At
that instant lie lelt Pearl’s grasp
on his leg

*Go on, you Jucky dog! growled
Pearl.  TH hold yvur confounded
leg." So How reports his hearty
comrade.

Pearl a bulky, powerful man
over six feet tall, «vas able unaided
Lto huld Howe, but for precaution’s
sake he yelled to the tenants who
were saving trunks, and bullied
sume of them iuto standing Ly to
lend a hand if nceded.

Avive Hone, ke now saw that
he could uot save the moan except
Ly a most dangerous feat, one re-
quiring amazing skill, strength
courage—atd goud luck in the
bergain.

Almost under him—away down
at the lower part of the tall base-
leut—an iron feuce  with sharp
pickets roxe between the two hous-
~e2. It ran out to the sticet from
their front wall; it was exactly
half-way letnecen the window in
which he stood and th... in which
the men stood; if he should fall
in reaching out for them he must
fall to death on the spear-like
pickets.

Howe did not hesitate an in-
stant. The imperilled men were
again fcreaming in the next win-
dow. The north end of its &ill,
projecting three inches, was five
feet from the sill on which he
stood. He tried toreach to it with
his foot, holding meanwhile to the
lintel with one of his hands. His
back wasto the street, and when
he got rest for his foot on the other
sill he was stunding directly over
the s  pickets, splayed out wide,
one hand grasping the sash of the
window of No. 96, and his weight
partly supported by Pearl, who
grasped Howo by theleg and by

confusion, laden with bundles of

lhe \\msllmnd of bhis trou-cna

“Cote on now, you fellowa, he
yelled, “and bo quick about it!
Hey there!” 1is free hand wax
clutching for them.

A head appeared—that of Max
Henschel; it had boen scorched;
the hair and mustache were moustly
gono. Ilenschel crvuched on the
sill, trembling at the breath of the
flames, but ne reached out to Howe
who clutched him with one haud,
aud pressing hin against the wall
with his budy, paswed him on to
the cluteh of Pearl, who jerked
him into the window, and dropp-
ed him on the tlour. Tho crowd
roared with joy to sce one man
aaved.

‘Nuw tur the other, John," said
Pearl

Howe paused for a moment. He
was burned, and Lie had swallowed
a mouthful of hot air from the
flames. He felt sick and weak;
but to Pearl, whese face had soft.
ened with an anxioux expression,
he said:

“I'm Q. K. yet Jim!"

“Get a move on then!™ said
Pearl hardening  again.  “The
other man’ll be cooked it you—"

A shout from the street, where
a crowd had gathered, startled the
two firemen. *Don’t jump!”
“Luok out!” the voices yelied,

Ilowe took a fresh grip on the
window-framo above Pearl, and
turned his head just in time to see
awhite ma. cuniingatlum.  Then
a great weight tell upou his neck
and shoulders. It was the other
man, Ferdinand Schmidt, o fat
Gertnan, who had giown desperate
and sprung out upon the firemen,
aud nun  clang to han nith arms
and legs in a desperate embrace.
The iron pickets were directly un-
der the two.

Howe swayed under the load.
He had thought 1t hard to keep
Lis  Llalance Lefure, Nuw every
muscle of his bLody strained to
staud up, bu. he Lent amd sank
with the new, struggling weight.
In vain he shouted to Sclunidt ¢
be still and he would zave him.

The strect was watching the men)
in horror. It seemed both must
be impaled on the iron fense-points.
Now the crew of Seven Truck were
running up a ladder; but flame
and smoke for 2 moment envelop-
ed Howe. He lurched and seem-
ed falling. His hand losc ita hold.
He clutched the German and
thought of the picket fence—which
of them would beon topin the
fall?

With a grunt that sounded al-
md  like a roar, tho crew of the
truck rammed the ladder up. It
touched Schmidt's foot. He felt
it, stiffened his Jeg, seemedto come
to his eenacs, straightened his full
length, whirled round backward
and fell with a crash of broken
glass through the upper sash of
the window on Pearl. The Ger-

man shot half-way across the floor,

and ]Io\\eluul Just strength enough
left to get back into Penrl’s armes,
who had kept his wits perfectly all
the time, and retained his clutch of
hia comrade.

“Turt?” usked Pearl.

oNone. Sick with tho simoke,
that's all.”

“Well, button up your clothes,
then, for you forgot it driving
over, and it's light in tho street.
'l call tho ambulanco for you
and this fat fellow—he reems kind
ot done up, tuo,  Next time mobbo
you won't be such a hog tor.all the
chunces that’s going.”

The ambulanco was nceded, for
Howe was not only sick but
bruised badly.  Yet ho was out of
the hus<pital in time to save the
next lite credited to Truck No. 7,
that of 2 man whom he found on
the fifth floor vf a burning store in
Fifth Avenue one night and
brought down unconscious on an
extension ladder.

— Youtlh’z Companion.
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ASK FOR DESIGNS

Mapepesten, RoreqTson
& AiLison.
St John, N. B.

Dry Goods, Millinery,
Carpets and Oilcloths
Mens and Boys Ready-
to-wear Clothing

Largest and best stock of
Household Furniture in
the Maritime Provinces.
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