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Firing and Blistoring Horstas:

{ Veterinary Bluor Caxapa Fanxuam.)

8t :—I lately abserved & notice in tho Turf Fi-’d
sad Farm of a communication received from a gentlo-
manin Montreal describing the conditionof his hornes,
and also stating that vno of them hias been fired and
blistered, and lin says not from necessity but as &
means of pravention.  We should like to know yeur
opinion otp the necessity of finng in such cases.

CONSTANT READER,

[Norz ar VET. En. :—Tho firing iron is frequently
wgod as & counter-irntant in tho treatment of injury
and disease of the hmbs of the horse, and whilst
admitting its eficacy in somo diseases of the joints as
Ringbone, Spavin &o., it is our decided opinion that
many horses are subjected to the scvero process of
firing when thero 13 no necesmity whatever for the
operaticn, therefore we cannot too strongly condemn
the practice of finng in many instances. In the
cass Constant Reader refers to, if a severe coun-
ter-irritant was not requisite, it appears to us as
& picco of cruelty to subjuct a fine animal to a sovere
and unnecessary operation ; and as toits being useful
as a proventive of futuro lamencsy, in our own opinion

. theidea is most absurd. ]

Tympanites or Hoven in Cattle,

During the winter months, atympanic condition of
the paunch and bowels is by no means uncommon
smongst cattle in this country, and is generally
caused by the eating of partially frozen turnips, car-
rots or polatoes.

In the healthy discharge of the functions of the
rumen or paunch, tho food appears aimply to undergoe
& process of softening, or maceration ; but when the
{unctions of the organ is interfored with, cither by
prolonged retention of its contents, or the injum-
ous nature of the food taken in, the process of fer-
mentation takes place, and gases are extricated,
eausing unnatural distension of the parts.

* mongst cows kopt 1n cities, wo find a very com-
mon causs of tympanites in the refuse of thokitchen,
such 25 potato parings, apples, &c., which, in many
cases, aro mixed up with cold bran, and given to cows
in large quantities, which prove very difficult to
digest, and when retained in the stomach, it soon be-
gins to ferment, The aymptoms of hoven necessa-
rily vary rcmewhe according to the amount of
gases generat d.  Amongst the first noticeable symp.
toms are dullness, and mors or less swelling of the
left side of tho belly. The animal stands with the
head sxtended, and frequently moaning. The breath-
irg is also labored and severe, produced by the ru-
men pressing upon the diaphragm and interfering
with tho action of the lungs. In acute and severe
cases the swelling of tho flank increases, until it
stands prominent above the apine ; if it is struck, a
drum-like sound is emitted, showing plainly that the
distension is duo to the cvolution of gas, As the
diseaso increases, the breathing becomes still more
oppressed ; the animal froths at the mouth, and the
eyes are unnaturally prominent, the circulation of
tho blood 18 weakened, tho sufferer appears to expe-
rienco very great agony, and if no relicf is afforded,
death soon ensues, either from ruptureof the rumen,
or diaphragm, or from asphyxia, produced from the
enormous distension.

In order to save the life of the animal, some means
must bo immediately resorted to, to liberate the gas,
or otherwise get rid of it, and for this purpose many
different medicines are recommended. A very good
drench for tympamtes is two ounces of turpentine
with a pint of hnseed o], or sulphuric ether two
eounces, cold water one pint. The chloride of limo is

alzo & vory good remedy, and tends tn neutraliza the
g8, and somo of the preparations’ of ammenia have
also the samn effect.  In very anvero eases, rehief
must bo aforded mechanically, either by introducing
the hollow pmbangz down the esophagny into the
pauach, or punctuning with the trochar and canalar.
In performing the operation of puncturing  the
paunch, the placo sclected for operating 13 & apet
oquidistant between thoe last b, noint of the hannch,
anl about e1ght inches belaw the tranaverse procusa
of the lumhar vertebre. A smallincysion shauld first
bomade through the skin, and then the pomnt of the
trochar is placed 1n the wound and pushed nto the
paunch, then withdraw the trochar, and the gas
freely escapes through the canular.

After operating 1t is generally found alvisable to
administer s purgative, as a pint or two of hinsced
o1l, or half a pound of eprom salts diseolved (n tw.
quarts of water.

Different Systems of Horse-Breaking.

The London New Quarterly Majazine has an inter.
esting article on the English and other systems of
breaking horses, from which we make 21 ext.~ct :

In foragn countrics when the eolt 13 “rat broken, a
bit of sevenity greater than that in common use 1s put
wto hus mouth. The rough rider gets upon his bauk,
and som~thing ke tho following scene occurs.  The
young horse, feeling s strango weight upon him,
probably Lezins by leaping up with all feet from cae
ground, at the same time curving hus Lack,—a pro-
ceeding known as ‘* buck-jumping ,” finding that thie
docs not dislodge his rider, 1. lowers his head and
ktcks violently, hoping tosand the nder over his head
Ihe latter instantly draws the bridle tight and throws
the horso's head £o high that kicking 13 imp ssible to
him—for to bo ablo to kick, a horse has to hold lus
head low.  Bafiled agaimn, ho rears, and the man -
stantlyloosens the reins and appliey the spurs sharply
Lhe horso drops to his foreect and, as a last resourc.
to escax:)c from his tormentor, runs away, e 1s pul
led up by the action of the powerful bat, which holds
his jn\v hko & vice 80 long as Lie tries to resustat; but
he does not try for long, tor such a Lit as 1s used 1s
n trath, irresistible.  “Then completely at s wit «
«nd, the poor bcast stands trembling. quite cowed,
and breaking out in a profuss {)crspimtiun. There
upon, the rider coazes him and pats hin and (to use
an expressive word I once heard from e late Mr
Rarey, of horse-taming celebrity) “gentles” him,

The horse may bs supposcd to argue that there is
no contending againat a power and an intelligence
which ho hasleatned to perceive is superior to his
own. Ho has discovered that further contention 18
uselcss ; whateverattempt at resistance or aguression
he has made has been checked and mastered, and he
submits. The horse is broken.  Now, this s the
whole principle and science of horse breaking ; a very
obvious principlo and a very casy science. 1t consists
only in letting the horse teel that he is completely
mastered, To do this without fuss, and without un-
necessanly frightening, hurting or exasperating the
horse, is scientitic horse-breaking,

Lot us now examune the process of horse-breaking
as performed in En%l:md, and sec how these various
conditions arc fulilled.  fhe rough ruler, armed
with a stout ash sapling and a heavy pair of spurs,
mounts the unbroken colt, who 1s bitted with the
ordinary English double brndle.  The colt kieks, and
his it 13 jerked violently and he s spurred and viol-
ently struck with the stick.  He plunges and 1s agan
corrected.  He rears; and here comesinto action the
well-known artifice of the English horse-breaker,—
a feat which 1t takes a mirvellously quick hand and
perfect nerve to accomphish without danger.  When
the horse is standing high in theair, he is pulled over
by the rider and f:\lﬁx backward, the rider slipping to
one gide to avoid being crushed. The nsk to the
horso is great, the nsk to the dnver immenss; and it
may be doubted whether, after all, the habit of rear-
ing is ever cured by this heroic method.

Should the colt run away—and almost every pre-
viously untraned horse attempts to do so—thoe short-
cominys of the English system are conspicuous  Un-
less the horse's mouth 1s unusually tender, the Enghish
bit 1s incapable of holding him ; the man puts out lns
strength, the horse exerts his and often gets tha best
of the strugglo and gallops longand far. ~Whetherhe
i3 eventually mastered or not, the horse has perceived

lthat the rider’s uuperinritz is not incontestable, and

he arquires in fetare s halit of resisting whenover he
18 fniglits ned or irntated, and often merely from high
ngxriz he g ts inta u habit of holting.  His month in
the meantime has becume callous ; in other words, he
com2s to ba hard-mouthed ; for the final victury of
the Englich breaker 18 rarcly obtained without an ims
mense amount Jf jagging and jerking and pulling of
thabit  Theaorsa is cssentially a ercature of habit ;
he associates being rulden with fighting aganat the
Lit 1 las mouth. ~ If he could have been persuaded
at firat and at one  that resistance was uscless, ho
wouldbeve givenir nd acquired a habit ofsubmission.

Modes of Killing Animals,

Dr. Slade, Prol. of Veterinary Science at Bussey
Institute, Harvard College, recently read s paper
hefore the Massachusetts Board of Agriculture, upon
th  subject, from which wo extract what follows 1

** Dr. Slade spoke on the subject of killing domestie
animals, both for food and to reliove them of the
burden of life, in easo of disease or old ags. Animals
for food are killed in several different ways:—by
striking a blow on the head that stuns the animal,
followed by imme. 1ate bleeding ; by driving & sharp
newile or thin kaife through the neck, suvering the
spinal cord, called pithing ; by cutting the throat, as
practiced by the Jews., Many experiments havo been
masde to detcrmine the moat humane method of takiog
hfe, and to lcarn what 1s death, and when 1t occurs.

**Severing the head from the body with a knife,
&8 by the juillotine, does not cause instant death.—
The body has two motions, those which are voluntary,
and these which are involuntary. Bodily motions
are not sure indications of pain.  There may be pain
without motion, and motion without pamn,  To cen-
stitute pan, the brain must be 1n conniection with the
body mjured.  Piercing the nervous center in the
usck, just back of the hend, is supposed to cause

ustant death, but the tput to be aimed at is small
and hable to be missed, except by experts. Probably
the best method of kiliing 18 to strike a stunming blow
on tho head, and then bleed immediately, by cutting
the artertes and veins connecting the heart with the
head. The bramnin animals 18 smaller than most
people suppose, and is situated lugher up. [t isa
commen mistake to strka too low down on the face,
causing severe pain without killing, It is best to
blindfold animals before attempting to strike. To
und the spot on the head of & horse, draw a line
across the head through the pits above the eyes. A
vlow, or better, a pistol ball, 1n the centre of this
tme will kill nstantly. 1t is advisable to dig the
yrave for a horse with one « \d on an inclined plane,
rhat ho may be led 1n.  Then, when shot, he wili fall
to the bottom, thus saving much labor 1n moving and
placing in posmition,

““The doctor did not 1ecommend the general use of
chloroform for killing large, strong animals. He
believed the sensation of suffucation is often more
c:acl than killing by a blow. Cattle should also be
blindfolded, and the blow should fall about one and
a half inches below the horns, in the centre of the
head. The tendency is to strike too low on the ox
as well as the horse.  The same may be said of the
hog. This amimal shou’d be struck thies or four
mches above the eyes. The hne on sheep and calves
18 about one ami s halt inches above the eyes.
It is generally believed that swine should not
Le stunned before bleeding.  The lecturer said
Le thought this a mistaken idea, as they would
bleed cqually as well ax if bled without first
stunning  Ono of the most sickening sounds cver
heard on the farm is that from the hog, during its
last struggles, and there is no good reason why the
present custom should be continued.

* Thero is perhaps no better method of dispesing
of kittens than by drowning. Dugs may beinstantly
}ullfld by shouting above the cars, at the side of the
head.

‘“ When dressing poultry, do not cut off their heads
and throw them down to luck and flutter on the
ground. It does not have & good moral yatluence on
the ?’oung people of the houschold, Bstter stnke a
hard blow on the head, and bleed, the same as other
animals. Fishes for food should be killed, and not
left to die. ‘The food 18 much more wholesome, and
keeps longer, besides being harder and sweeter.—
There1s no reason why fishes should be excepted
from the general rule that amimal food phould be bled.
1t is also very inhuman to let a fish die by slow de-

gcez, out of its natural elements,”—ZRural Newo~
orker,




