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slightly curved, with an upward tendency. Tho
eye is full, yet of a passive expression, denoting
the quictness of disposition and temper characteristic
of the Wereford, and whith i3 of paramount import-
ance to insure the profitable feeding of all raminating
animals.  The cheek is fine, the head small in pro-
Jartion to the carcass, which is long, level, and eylin-
}lrica]. The hide ia thick yet mellow, and well covered
with moderately long soft har, having a tendensy to
earl.  Tho brisket i3 prominent, tho chest well
expanded, and the breed is eminently distinguished
for neatness of shoulder, the bono heing thin and flat

the kernel full up, the outsido shoulder well covered
with mellow flesh, the chine good, the loin broad, the
hips wide and level, the whole back displaying s
straight line, well covered with flesh from' the neck
totho tal,  The twist flank and fore flank are good ;
the outaide thugh 13 perhaps tho most defeetivo part.
T'he wlxo}c body 18 well covered with rich mellow
flesh, yieldineg with pleasant elastiaity to the touch.
The legs are short and the bone small, and the whole
contour displays great constitution, and exhibits, per-
haps, a larger proportmn of flesh wm proportion to
boae, than any other breed.”

Sp\%lg Care oi‘gheop.

Sheep are tender animals, and require gentle and
generous  treatment to produce a Tiberal return,
Defore yeaning tume, they should be well fed with
something better than straw or oor hay. Thoe ewe
has not_only herself to support, but tho growing
fatuy. This requues an shandance of nutritious
food. The gheep seeks every opYort\mity to get to
the ground for green food, hut when fed turnips or
carrots during tho winter, they mamfest much less
desire to get to the earth. Tloots possess tho qualities
of grass, and thus keep the digestivo organs ina
healthy condition. But ml meal and bran are tho
best l\ﬁ)stitutes to bo given where turnipa cannof ho
had. A quartof cornto six sheep, nixed with one
pound of oil meal and ono pound of bran, will_have
a wonderful effect upon the condition and health of
the cwe at lambing time; and the cost of this feed, in
most localitics, would not exceed four cents, or two-
thinds of a cent for each sheep per day, and nowhere
woild it cost more than one cent per head,

Gentleness cannof be too strongly urged upon the
shepherd in handling ewes. llow often, in feeding,
they are kicked outof the way, or caught by the
wool and jerked about, thus l:wcmtin¥ the skin and

roducing more or less congestion, frequently the
ancipicnt cause of death of the sheep, This will
show the impropricty of catching sheen by the wool,
they should be caught with tho ann around the
neck, 80 as not topull the wool. Tho good shepherd
will treat Ins sheep so kindly and gently that they
will not fear lum, but willlike to bo handled by him,

At ycaninlg time, caro should be taken that the
ewes aro well protected from all storms, and housed
at night. Jn fact, tho best shepherds regard tho
stables as the ouly prot;')er place for yeaning, even in
pleasant weather, at the ordinary yecaning scason,
which ig usually from the first of April to the middle
of May. Thestableor close shed, well ventilated, is
the beat place for the health of the ewo and safety
of the lamb. Dut in this case, it is understood that
tho shecp have been handled and so kindly treated
that they aro tame and will permit tho attendant to
pass arcund among them without rushing against
each other and trampling on the lambs.  The cwea,
after a fow days, should bo 8o gcnerously fed as to
produce a liberal supply of milk for the lambs.

If tho lamba arc intended for the butcher, every-
thing depends upon their getting an early atart in
tho spring. Whilst one, who studies all-tho wants
of the sheep anidt supplies them, will raise Cotswold
lambs which will bnn% cight dollars per head, and
more than an avcrago of ono lamb per ewe, another,
who allows the sheep to take care of themselves and
focds in a slovenly way but once or twice per day,
will raise only about one-hal the number of Iam{u
and get less” than half as much per head. There is
no anmal that gives 8 better return for good care and
generous feeding than tho sheep.

Healthy cwed seldom need assistance in yeaning,
but they should bo cloocl{ watched, and help given
if needed, and there should be no violence or nrr{.
*“The natural presentation of the lamb is with the
nowo first and tho fore foct on cach side of it,” and
the assistanco given, if needed, should be very gentle.
Sometimes the womb is inverted aud appears extern-
ally. In this case, Randal), in his cxcellent work,
e : Tt should bo very carcfully cleansed of any
dirt with tepid water, washet with strong alum
water, ot a docoztion of oak bark, and then returned.
1 again peotewdod, its roturn should bo followed by
iaking & wtitch (rather deep, to prevent Searing out,)

itis

with small twine, through tho lips of the vagina, by
means of a curved ncedle, and tying the lips loosely
enough to permit the passage of the urine. The parls
shoulll bo washed often with alum water or adecor-
tion of oak bark, and some of the fluid injected into
ho vagina, 1fthis fals to effcet ncure, and the
rrotrusion of the womb Lecomes halntual, i should
ho strongly corded closo to the body of the shecp
and allowed to slough off. The ewe will not, of
course, breed after this, but wall fatten for the
butchor, "~ Farmer's Union.

Ago of Cattle for Market.

Daniel \Webster, who was certainly a commois-

_seur in such matters, iusisted that a fully matured

animal mado better beef or mutton than an immature

one—that the flesh in the one case would be found of
a decp red color, rich in juices, while in the other 1t
would be pale, andl comparatively insipd to the taste.
Qur own cxperience leads us to think there is a good
deal of truth in this, though tho great statesman put
the proposition in a pretty positive, aml rather too
general a form.

If the animal is fine in bone, with flesh of delicate
structure, full maturity will, wo have no doubt,
increaso ita excellence; it will be richer and more
juicy,and age willnot renderittough. Dutif the animal
isnaturally hard-fleshed, we should prefer a heifer or
steer at two to two and a half years old to one of this
tough variety at full maturity. But the quality of
the Hesh is not the only question the feeder has to
consider ; tho question of profitis to himn even of more
importance thau the excellenco of tho meat. Indeed,
the poor encouragement tho producer of good beef
or mutton usually receives in our markets, tends to
mako feeders comparatively indifferent in regard to
tho guality. Even tho hreeders of hlooded stock are

siving to this point far less attention than formerly.
'he cffect of this peculiarity in modern fashions in
breeding, must be seriously injurious to the high
character of the flesh of sume of our most popular
breeds.
The feeder looks first of all to profit ; and here, we
suppose, the question in regard to the proper age for
turning cattle off to the butcherought to be nolougera
question for discuasion. A well-bred stecr can be
made to weigh from 1,300 to 1,500 1bs. at—say 30
months old, with only such feed and management as
any good farmer may profitably provide. The gai
per month up to this Period will be much greater than
can be made afterw: ; and we believo it is gencrally
conceded that tho gain made by the youngauimal is
also greater in proportion to the asmount of food con-
sumed,  'With abrecd of cattle that matures carly,
tho flesh, at the ago indicated, while it mnay possibly
be somewhat inferior in rich juciness to the flpsh of
the samo animal a year later, will nevertheless bo of
arcally exccllent quality. It is, therefore, all things
cousidered, the ap})roved practice to turn off steers
of good Llood that have been properly fed and grazed,
tho fall or carly winter after they are two years of
age. Ifatthia l§o they are ripe, it would not pay to
fced them through the winter for the spring mar{et,
unless beef should be greatly advanced in price. If
cattlo of this age aro kept through the winter, the
should be grazed until tho latter part of Junc; an
should the marketthen he too low,they may beallowed
t?x‘-em;:'in at » B?tll Octobtehr or November, In
giving two and a half years as the r age to turn
off cattle for slaughter, it will bo ﬁgfsto‘gl that we
aro stating what fu our judgment should be the rule
for the grazier and feeder who has bred his owt
cattle, and has kept them rapidly ?xri\'ing on good
fonl and pasturo from calf-hood.  Xf 2 man wishes to
handle a lot of ateers fop only six or eight mouths, he
may find it equally profitable to buy them at threce
years old, in February or March, il he can. get them
at fair prices, in.only moderata stock condition, as to
purchase two-year-olds. Indeed, cattlo of the common
sort, at three years are no further advanced than good
grade Short-horns arc at a year younger. Nor will
they weigh more ; neither can they usually be made
to weigh as much Ly from one thres hundred
unds tho next fall ; so that if the choico wero to
made hetween well-bred two-year-olds and cattle

of the fommon sort a year older, the former should | fi
¢

bo pref

rred, cven if the price were 20 to 30 per cent.

fecding and grazing common and interior cattle ; hut

:gly when they are purchased at very low figures,
and the market is brisk when sclling-time comes. As
a general thing, thereis no moncy 1 them; if the
market is good, they scll low as compared with better
clasees ; sud i€ they atriko a hand market, they are
docked in price docked in weight, and the result
is disastrous o the man who handlcs them.—National
Live 8tock Journal ’

cr per 100).
e 3t happens that a fair profit is made in| &

Uses of Salt for Cattle.

A covrespomdent of the Mark Lane Express calls
attention tu the great umprovement i the health
anel general condition of animals that would result
from o taote Liberal use of salt m therr food. He
SUYy8 - .

“The presenceof salt in suflicient quantity protects
the animal cconomy against abnormal changes in its
chemical constituents; 1ts deficieney subjects the
beast to the attack of discuse germs,  Dr. Carpenter
declares : ““chlonde of sodium is needed for the
conservation of the orqunic components of the blood in
their normal condition;” and Lichig states that,
“the other (3 out of U) oxen, which daily had salb
added to their fodder, 1emamed hiealthy, cven in the
mode of lifo to which they were confined, which cor-
responded hut little to thdirnature; aud wath excess of
foodanil defivient exerdisy, ther blood remamed pure,
and well fitted for all the purposes of nutution.  £a the
salt they had a powerful wmans of resistance (9 caderaul
causes of distterbanee £ health, which in the actual
circumistances, was indispensable to them.” “The
body of the others™ (which had no salt added to
their food) ¢ was, in regard to discaso like afire-
place heaped with the must inflammable fuel, which
only requires 2 spark in onler to burst into flame
and to be consumed.”

Although common salt is added to the food of
cattle and sheep, it is questionable whether it is
given in thoe require:l quantity to compensate for the
Inss incurred by the daily exeretions; since, as Dr.
Carpenter states : **this salt is itself required as
component, not only of the sulid tissues generally,
hut also of all the seereted fluads;” and “*the cexere-
tion of urea, the ultimate pruduct of organic change
of matter, Ly the kidneys has a closer relation with
the presence of common salt in the blood, thunas
generally supposed.”  On this point the same emnent
savant furtlier says: ¢‘In the oxen which only Lad
as much salt as was contained in thur fodder, the
quantity was insufficient for the secretory process.
There was wanting the means of transport for a numn-
ber of substances which, out of the body exate
disgust ; their whole frame, the Llood, flesh and all
the juices were loaded with them, &¢., &c.” Allow me
to repeat: for want of suflicient chloride of sodivm
to determine their expulsion from the system. It is
however, not the mere admnustration of common
salt, hut especially the manner in which itas to bo
given to the cattle, to which 1 beg to draw the atten-
tion of farmers and cattle-owners.  Tho salt should
be dissolved in water {about two ounces to the
gallon), and the cattle chould have no other but
salted water to drink. So taken, the salt wall be
absorbed into thesystem much quicker than when
axi_xc;l with food ; and it will not produce abnormal

hirst.

Bouthdewn Sheep.

Hon. John Wentwarth, of Chicago, a large stock
breeder, as well as a politician, in a’recent creular,
5ay’s :

¢ After trying all kinds of sheep, we have given
the preference for general utility to the Southdowns.
Upon fair grounds they are rankled as middle-wooled.
They aro half way in quality and quanstity of wool
hetween the common sheep and the best of Merinos.
But their mutton is the best in the world, aud their
wethers grow the largest and command the highest
prices in all the markets. ‘I'hp day is not far distant
when all ur beef and pork will he demanded for
Eastern and forcign markets. The West must live
upon mutton, and that of the fine wooled sheep is far
from being palatable.  Ience it is desirable that our
farmers at once Iay the foundation of a Southdown
herd,  Besides heing the best of all food, there is no
other that can be raised 50 chieap as Southdown mut-
ton, as they aro the hardiest, and <an be keptin
large flocks better than any others,  The wool will
pay for tho keeping, thus leaving the carcass clear
protit.  For crossing upon tho larger breeds of sheep,
there are no suporiors to the Southdowns.”

I have fed corn ground in the car for the last
iftcen years, feeding from five to twenty head every
winter, giving from ono_to six quarts at a feed,

nerally foeding twice a day. For thelast ten years,
it has been very extensively fod in this part of the
country, and I have not heard of a single animal
bcm% injured, thongh I watched closely to scoif I
could detect anything of the kind, but came to the
conclusion it was o falsc alarm. I do notclaim there
Is any gréaf nutriment in the cob; but when rough
fecd is pearce (as is the case here this winter,) there
it & value in the cob for food ; besides there isa great
saving of labor in grinding corn in the car instead of

,beuing and then grinding.—Cor. RuralNew Yorker.



