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idà deal w'ith it here, if ive are to keep in view the great end
oiRIlich these Lectures are designed to pronote. A faniliar repre-
la itation, according to which the sueccesi've stages of man's exist-

ce t upon carth have been often and very fitly compared to the
asons of the year, moay serve not only to define with sufficient
arness the preci.e period of life to which m' reniarks shall have

ol ference, but to furish at the saine time, in a simple and iâtelligi-
ek form, some of those materials to be afterwards employed in
atr ciing tbat the period in question is one of unspeakable moment.

g ti the fgurative representation now alluded to, infancy, childhood,
' d a limited number of the vears which immediately follow, are

t ,ured forth as the counterpart of spring. That later portion of
period of youth which is verging rapidly towards manhood is

eia med to the warmth and the blooin of summer. Manhood itself,
gehall its fully developed povers, finds its corresponding emblem

h the nellow hues and ripe fruits of autumn. While declining age,
a king inperceptibly into feebieness and decay, i strikingly

dowed forth in the shortening days, the chilling frosts, the
ary landseapes, which close up the expiring year. And now,-

'Tis done! dread Winter spreads his latest gloom,
And rcigns tremendous o'er the conquer'd year."
Hlow dead the vegetable kingdon lies!
low duib the taneful! Ilorror wide extends
lis desolate donain. Behold. fond man !
See here thy pictured life: pass sone few years,
Thy do>wering spring, thy sunmer's ardent strength,
Thy sober autunin fading into age,
And p de concludîug Winter cones at last
And shuts the scene!'

everting, then to this figurative representation of huinan life,
t be understood, that the period of youth of which I an about
peak is not the sprng, but the summer of the year. I may
Y assume that my hearers, with few exceptions, have either
y passed through, or at least drawing very near to the bor-

iS of, the first ofe these great sections of nan's earthly career.
o t carly culture, indeed, your hearts and minds may have
at. ted, what seeds of knowledge an(d religious principle may
r been cast in, I cannot telL Widely diiTercnt, I have no

the treatment of somie has been from the treatment of
t . If ive valk abroad anong the fields in the closing days

ng, hoow diversified is the appearance they present to the eyel
iwe find thoroughly fenced round, dressed with the utmost


