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"2ý,ties as they are termed in England, are a
.delicaey conftned to the table of the ricli, here they are
ivithin the reach of ail.

Like so m~any of the agnriiflcent natural, resource8 of
this country, the Oyster Fishery is being rnost ivaste-

f~lycare iiad emybefore long regret in vainl
the time' when M~alpeque oysters sold fôr 925 cents a

Rihlmond Bay çr Malpeque Bay, as it is sonietimes
-ald sa sorne-what, quadraigular« inlet of the Gulf of

â Lawrenée"on the North. Coast of Prince .Edward
ilud. it is rôvghly about ten or twelve miles long

ay bout nine in wvidth, and is thro'ugrhoýut comnpara-
~iey sballow, neyer more than about 7 or >3 fathOMiS

in depti, for th~e nost part 2-4 fat)hom~s. The bay is
stdded with islands, of which, Curtain Island, ifbicj

lia gienits name to, the best variety of thp Malpçquie
Qyster>s one.T h north veei olSens in1t6 the
,Gulf of St. laxvrence, the .entranice is obstrueted by
islands, anud nav-igable channels are -very few in, number2
j.6ýr great sand f'lats and. shoals connect up tlte islands
witli oue anýother.

the wIýoÏe North Coast of Prince Edwaxd Island is
fringed by a ser.ies of parallel --and-«bars, sud. it is owinig
to tis cirelimstance that the oyster is able to flourisli
there. All %yyho kzýow Qie coast~ of' the Guif of St. LawvrefiiCe
.are aware that the water rven in sumuner is very cold;
.So cold ind.edc1 that tliough the adit'Qyste:- coûld live
in it, it could. not reprodiice litself, for the larvae oi
ýpçrish. Bûu't as- the Gulf wvater flows over the sand-bars
and sho"] aluded to, it becomes heated up by the --uni-
lier Sun, aud reaclies a texnperature w'hich permits, in

favuraleyears at ieast, qf successful spawning.
Oysters3 are accordingly confined to- suich places ôn the
coast of Cùamnda, as present conditions shinilar to, tho'se
mentioned alx.ve. They exist in1 the B3aie de Chaleur,
in sonie of the shafloiver inlets on the iNLew Brinswick
-Coast, -at a few points on both shiores of P>rince Edward
Isla»d, and. on tlie Northern Cost of Nova Seotia.' in
evcry ease, however, we have to do with ies9Jated
colonies iiùhabitingr wvari spots surrolunded by a grent
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