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A’/‘/OlNDER FROM THE
ONIST”

“COL-

The Colonist is again angry because the
[ivinG CrrTic strives in a small way to hinder
% Y'ukon boom operations, by warning British
&vcstors not to invest in Clondyke companies
jroanised in LLondon, which in nine cases out
gf cvery ten bear about them the “mark of the
¥Bcast.” or at least the trail of the “shark pro-
ayoter.”  We remain, however, convinced, al-
houch some of these companies have secured
“decoy ducks or “stool pigeons,” several
g anadian public men. These gentlemen will or
ghoull some day regret their association with
kcklessly speculative Clondyye mining schemes,
groanised by promoters in London, who usual-
& know nothing of the far north mine country
S¥nd arc only anxious to make big profits for
Mhemscives by foisting very doubtful company
ack vn the British public. It is a truism to
ate, as we did;, that Western Canadian -and |
imerican  trading .companigs converss - with
[ trade and transport- requirements of such a
BE:cion s the Yikon, can do more—far ‘better-- |

h such 4 field than heterogeneous dﬁ'ectorates |
j men, chiefly gar tog’cther in Londgn, and, as '.
mk nted chiefly for their utter, want of ac-

aintance wztlg”Wg_s):_e*gn@anadm |

We cxcept of -cogrse, from our criticisin:of
British companies operanrg in far north Can-
ada, such an experienced body of northern
traders as the Hudson's Bay Co., which, though
organised in and directed from London, has
had a long and historic experiente of northern
regions, and can at any time make. large

| and successful trading . di;z'vekj'_pmén,ts i “the

Yukon country. Not so is it, nor will: n‘. be,
with any Clondyke trading: comp'my as yet or-
ganised in London, where it is noticeable that
the most trusty financial guides in the press de-
nounce practically all the Yukon schemes now
formulated by London prorr}o‘tt:rs.

It is. moreover, notorious™ that® pl‘ag:pf' qurﬁng
as conducted in the Yukon, and as distinet {from
work by hydraulicing and other scientific methi-
ods which cannot there-be used, is not 2 form
of mining that as a rule pays a company, let the
Colonist say what it will.to the contrary. A
company thus working placers, xnvarxably “buys
them high,” works them. dﬁaﬂy":md As: almst
wholly at the mercy of, thé’ Wirkirg mingr,
whose operations can only 'be‘*"x{b(;ESﬁfulky"su-
pervised and checked by- individualist effort,
constantly directed on one spot. - Jt is. far bet-
ter, we repeat, for British investors to look to
and participate in more permanent mine ven-
tures nearer home than’in the, Yukon, under in-
finitely better climatic and other copdmons, and
directed in a thoroughly busmess Jike.. way
Such opportunities are more than. ample in
British Columbia. o

The manner in which the Clondyke is befmg
boomed, often as a part_of ‘British Columbia,
bodes harm rather than gocu to our own min-
ing development, though it may bring a tem-
porary accession of trade to 3, hat, vecy. large
number of outfitters in Vn:wrfa gnid elsewh éjgc.v

We should of course have‘ fgés““tosay i ‘dt_p
recation of the Yukon asa ﬁeld for. Bnnsh ia-

' vestors were we aware. of :a. smgle Clondykc

company organised in London and intended in
the main ta be directet}, afid worked by men
who know -the Yukon and“arg net " nfere' fdin-
inees of pmf~§ huntmg pr'm‘t\otwsans Butnossch
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