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HE subject of hives is the most tangled
SE and touchy one in the whole reaim. of
npncultwe ‘and that there should be such

a variety of “them and such a vast num-

ber of * best* hives everywhere to be ‘found is
not to bé iondered at when we consider the
amount of mechanical skill and self-conceit

which humanity possesses.
No young bee-keeper can go far in the business

without trying his hand and head at something
new in hives or ﬁfres, and no ‘old one’s
achievements are quite complete till he has ex-,
ercised his organ of ** Constracliveness' for the
benefit of the apicultural world.

~ Mr, Jones has putin a goud deal of useful
work in this lihe (including other appliances).
and his .last " production, the ‘' Combination
Hive" with fixtures, is, I fhink, his best—best
because of shallower frame and simpler construc-
fion. I agree that the gueen will -do better
‘work—so far as that matter 'g‘oej-{—kf . a brood-
nest of circular form than in one f6ngitudinal. 1

. like deep -frame hives for- wintering, for non.’

s“armmg. and for extracted honey ;-but for the
produéuon of comb heney they fail. But I am
in favor of a variety of hives in the yard, and
hate tb cast out old servants. - There is, atter all,

" more in the man and other conditions than in

the hive, Given the bees and ‘forage, and 1
-could take any one of a dozen difterent hives
.and get plenty of honey of toth kinds. In deep

.. frames I still use the Thomas improved, the Gall.

up and the jon nes, single and double walled. There
is one important feature about the Jones deep
JTrame which places’it.allead of others, and that
is the projections of the bottom bar, thus render-
ing handlmg aasy without crushing the bees.
Afterzpandling a 12 x 12 and other deep frames

" witholt this valuable feature, for many years,

I agree with “‘Langstroth Reyised” that the lia-
bility to crush the bees is ofe of the greatest
objections to them. Thejr comparative failure

*in comb honey may be overcome by the shallow”

frames alongside. Were I bound down to one
sty)e of hive I'should not, of course, bave a deep
frame of any kind, After trying all, or nearly
-all, the leading hxves—-deep and shallow, from
the old Thomas to the néw Heddon-—the one
which, on the whole, I prefer is one I make for
myself which takes the Langstroth frame, hold-
ing eight or seven as desired--eight close go-
gether in the spring or fore part of the season
for brooding up to the honey harvest and to
check drone brood, and seven after that, spread
ahttle, for wnnter. This hive is 18% x 1x %0}
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inches deep inside, with second storey for
extracted honey, same size, and with supers
‘holding seven wide .section frames (28 sections);
“fast bottom," zinc honey board over brood
chamber, and zinc adjustable entrance, in size
from one bee-spase to one by seven inches.
This is the hive I prefer at present for all pur-
poses, with the Jones Combination, slightly
altered, coming next. The latter 1 have not
had a chance to use much jet, and it may pos-
sibly come in ahead after a’ thorough test. The
“alterations’ referred to are, a larger entrance,
cleats and Ytound top of hive for convenience in
handling, and an inch and a quarter or half
ventilating hole in the back of the hive three
inches from bottom, covered inside by wire
gauze and outside by a button. 7The lauter ad-
dition (and I never make a hive without 1t) I
considér an important pbint in hive making, and
1 have often wondered that it is so generally
sneglected:! For cellar wintering in * fast bots
toms™ this second avehue for ventitation, 1 ad-
dition 1o the entrance, 1s, I'think, ipdispensable.
“Nor are the entrances”to the Jonegs luves (any of

x_kg_g_p{) large énough to swmt me }or WINLErIng,~ .

even in conjunction with the extra avenue re-
commended.’

1 want them one-half larger and make them
so. * I\otwuhslandmg the advanilage oi the
*loose bottem™ in wintering, 1 preler the
*fast Dotl&{l * hives; but, in thewr construcuon,
winter venujation ought’. aluays 10 be kept in
views :AVith large entrance and venulation
behind asdescribed above, the benefits of rais-
ing the‘ioase-nouom hive an inch or .two trom
the bom,m board in winter ‘quarters may be
secured wfﬁy fast.bottoms. The frames of the
latter may ‘alto be raised lor the winter when
expedlent a half-inch or more by placing a strip
of ood the désired thickness on the bearings
under the ends of frames, which can be removed

in the spn'ng, letting the frantes down to their

normal posmon. ]

In painting hivés Mr. Jones recommends dark
colors.
best, as being better non-conductors. A white
hive will be cooler in very hot weather and
wagmer in Very cold weather tban one of any
«dark color. i
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HONEY WANTED.

We will pay 12 cents per pound for gaad ex-
tracted honey, -delivered in Beeton, in exchange
for supplies at catalogue prices, and we will
take all that offers, allowing 30 cents each for
the tins when they are the ** Jones. sxxty-&onnd."

I think light colors better and white =
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