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THE COLONIAL CHURCIIMAN.

P T T e

A SHORT HISTORY OI' THRE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.*

In the seventh century, our island had almost uni-
versally received the Chvistian rehgion.  But the
popish superstitions increased with great rapidity.
The clergy became extremely vicious, through the
riches they acquired by persuating people to give
them their property, and to go on milgnmages. In
the year GOG, Pape Bonttace the third, obtained from
the Emperor Plocas the title of Universal Bishop.
On the death o} Vugnstine, Laurentius succeeded to
the see of Canterbury. ‘Flis holy man, mourving
over the sad conduion of the Enghsh Church, spent
a whole night in prayer to God, that he would wg.
ter it with bas {Holy dSpint and make it again fruit-
ful.  Tlis prayer was answered by the conversion ol
King Esdbald, who promoted the Guepel by every
means 1n s power. By the fathful labours of L
rentus and s successors Mellitus and Justus, true
religion spread amengst the people.  Liet us iwitate
the pous example of Busbop Laurenfius  Prayer for
the effusion ot the [loly Spirit upen all ranks and
conditions amongst us, will do more lor the prospenty
and preservaton of our Chureh, than wny other
means whatever, ¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusa-
letn; they shull prasper that love thee.”

—-—

The first Saxnn king who completely demohished
all the ido!s n his domintons, was Luasconbeet, Kiog
of Kent, who succeeded his father 12adbald, m 640
Popery hat by this time made very grest pro-

The state of religion 1mproved during the eleventh mous nbuses of popery, aud attempls were made to
'century, in nhick learnivg was greatly revived by thelreform thew.  ‘The most extraordinary Christian of
‘monks and ather ecelesisstics  This learning was'this century was Thomas Bradwardme, Archbishap of
-encouraged by William the Conqueror, after he be- Canterbury, who devoted himsell to the study of the
‘came King ol England. That monareh resisted the holy sctiptures, and Ins writings display the sound-
‘pope so fur as o refuse Dolding tle kingdom as his-uwess ol his doctrines; he may justly be called the
vassal. ¢ 1 hold,” snid be, ** my kingdom from  morning star” of the Reformation, About the yesr
none but God and my sword.” 1440, the sublime art of Prinling was irtroduced. —

Alphuge, Archbishop of Canterbury, suffered for This proved in tue hande of Providence, the golden
a good conscience m 1013, He was stoned to desth key which opened the iron chest, in which the pope
by the Danes, and seemwgly intte spirit of real re- snd lus satethites had contrived to conceal the holy
hgion; for ke Stephen he prayed for his marderers, scriptures lor so muny ages.—7o be continued.
Throngh the ivfluence of Archbishop Auselm, the.
‘clorgy were fotbidden to marvy 3 which unvatursl
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RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

and unccriptaral injnnction was the fruittul sanree ol
the vilest abonunations.  Anselm hiwself however,
'amidst such corruption, held ** the wmydery of the
‘Gaith in a pure conscience,” as appears by his writ-) .
‘ngs. {  'The fearful energies of a north-wester were near-
i In the twelith century, Oxford became celebrnted Iy expended, and the foaming tops of old ocean’s
as the seat of texrnng.  “The clergy now boldly clum- mountains were giadually subsiding into a heavy
ed exemption fiom crvil jurisdiction, tnd their right and often dangerous swell; the murky clouds had dis-
on ull occavons to appeul to the pope  To these:persedand the horizon becon.e clear; when a British
extravagant pretensions, the usurper Steg hen, readily frigate, home-ward bonnd from India,made the Cape
assented.  But tus successor, Hewy the second, re- of Good Hope. ‘Ihe hands were turned up to muke
sisted them @ yet, bang enslaved to the popedom, in sail, and very soon the immense masses of canvass
spritual offirs he was a great prrsecutor.  About wineh had been snugly stowed during the gale were
the year 1139, thirty men and women fled to this spread to catch the now light and fitful breeze, in
country fiom persecution in Germany, hut were, by order to steady the ship,wiich was tu.mbling about in
Henry’s order, tried for heresy at Oxtord; they were'the trough of the sea. It was whilst the seamen
condemned to be branded with a bot iron in the were aloit i the performance of the above frequent-

SKETCHES FROM NMEMORY.M

gress, and our forefathers mixed much ignorance, su- forehead, whipped through Oxford, and turned half ly most hazardous duty, that a sudden and very vio-
perstition, and even dolatry with their profession of paked into open fields, where they perished wilh hun- lent motion of the +hip jerked a fine young man,

the gospel.

In the eighth century, the pope had obtained such
powet, that he * opposed and exalted himsell above
all that1s culled God, or that is worshipped > With

the power of the pope, the tyranny of the clergy tu--

creased, ‘The dutugushing doctrines of the gospel
were buried under a mass of superstilious ceremo-
nies; and the pardon of sin was to be purchased at
the hands of the priest. To pacify their consciences,
men gave thesr property to the Church, on being
assurcd that there was a state of purgalory, from
which they were to be delivered by payng for masses
to be said for their souls after they were dead. In
this century flourished Wilhbrod, an eminent Lng-
lish missionary, who became Bishop of Utrecht.  Af-
ter having faithfully discharged lus misssionary la-
bours on the continent fifty years, he suffered mar-
tyrdom in the plans of Dockum, m the nnety £fth
year of his age.

The ninth century witnessed a great declension of
pure religion in Britain.  But Diwine Providence
raised up the renowned King Allred, to be a “ nurs-
ing father” to the English Cburch. He was the
grandson, of King Edmund, who was killed by the
Danes for refusing to deny his Saviour. The place
of bis inlerment is called this day, St. Edmund Bury,
to commemorale his integrity. And scripture war-
rants us in believing that Christ will a'so confess hum
before His Father which is in Heaven, XKing Alfred
seemed to have * feared the Lord from lus youth,”
having early babituated bimself to prayer. He was
a prodigy of learning,and founded theUniversity College
at Oxford. He died in the year 900, and was bu-
ried at Hyde Abbey, in Winchester. Towards the
end of this ventury, an Enghsh presbyter, ramed
Jeron, suffered martyrdom in Iolland, whither he
had gone and preached Jesus Christ.

Historians are all agreed, that in the tenth centu.
ry, scarcely avestige of true piety could be truced.
It was called, “ auion age, barren of all goadness;
—aleaden age, abounding in all wickediess.” No-
thing could exceed the dreadful wickedness of the
popes, or the atrocious crimes of the clergy, in ths
gloomy period of the Church.  Yet, in this deplorable
state of things, God was pleased to hanour ourisland,
by sending two of its natives, named Bernard and
Guthebald, as mis<ianaries to Norway ; where the)
successfully preached the pure gospel, which estesded
itself from thence to the Orkueys, Iceland,and Green-
land. When Cud accompanies aur exertions with
the cffusions of {lis Spirit, no difficulties need to
discaurage our labours of love.

* Continued fron: ur last number,

:ger and cold ! They bore thetr punishment with pa--named Ned Hall, from off the fore-topsail-yard to
Mence, and frequently exclaimed, ¢ Blessed are they the deck below: he fell o the gangway with a horrid
‘who are persecuted lor nghteousness’ sake, for theirs crash.  Many a hund was stretched forth to raise
1s the kingdom of heaven.” ‘him; bat the skilful and judicious surgeon, who was

T"iomas Becleet, Archhishop of Canterbury, having promptly on the spot, forbade it, prefersing to ex-~
violently provoked the king, was asasssinated before-amine hastily the extent of the mjurie; befose he was
the altar of St. Benedict’s Church, by some persans.removed. Briel as was the examination,it was mani-
who were instigated by fleory to murder him.  Beck- fest, that although no limbs wer~ broken, yet there
et svas canonized as a martyr and saint ; and miracles was some dreadiul internal injury, which left littleif
being pretended to be performed at his tomb, one hun- any, hopes of his recovery. = He lay, poor fellow,
dred thousand credulous persons made pilgrimages to breathiog, but perfectly motionless and insensible,and
at 10 one year. Such were the folly and ignorance ,remained so uutil two days after the accident,when,
of the age ! The king subuwitting te the commands juct as the ship came to au anchor in Table Ba.y',poor
lof the pope, was ignommovsly flogged by the monks, NP(!’S soul taok its Bight into the sworld of spirits.
ibefore Becket’s shrine ! Intius century, King Ri-| The circumistance casta gloom over the whole
chard the first had the absurdity to engage in thejship; for Hall was a. general [avourite—an active
lerusade to recover the holy land from the Turks, and able seaman, bold, reckless, and good natured
but failed in bis object. How heauvily the papal yoke and just the man who, if an extralot of grop was
was in this age fastened on the neck of England, way soving, was prelty sure to get 2 share, It was
easily be conceived from the traitorous conduct ofifeared that this had been the case at the time of the
King Johin, who swore fealty to Pope Innocent thejshocking occurrence which hurried him into eternity.
third, und stipulated for himself and successors, fo;Be this as it may, be was fearfully unprepared: how
pay an annual tribute to Rome for ever, on pain of could it be otherwise? The ship was without a chap-
forfeiture of e crown. 'lain, aud the public worship of Almighty God was

The thirteenth century begau with the pereecu-'scarcely ever performed. There were very few, |
tion of the \Waldenses. One million of whom are|think,—indeed I could not nume one jor a certainty,
saud to have perished in France, and the Duke of - who thought or cared about their souls. In maks
Alva boasted, that he alone destroyed thirty-+ix thon.|ing this assertion, I feel that 1 do not overstep the
<acd of them in the Netherlunds. Such was the su.‘bouuds of that charity which thinketh no evil.
perstition of the age, that Roger Bacon, our countiy-! It was determined that the element which he Joved
wan, was accused of magic on account of his extra. should receive the hull of poor Ned, until the trump
ordinary hterary attainments, snd was confined aiof the archangel shall bid the sea give up her dead to
long time in prison for no other crime. ‘The Domi-stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. 1t was
uican and Franciscun monks arose about this time,inot allowable to bury in the harbour; consequently it
and were in great repute amongst the peaple, for became necessary to tske the corpse several miles
their supposed superior sanctity. They surrounded'out to sea, I was the oflicer sppointed to this service.
the beds ofthe nich, and, like vultures, tore from the'Shrouded in the white hammock which it had so late-
affrizhted conscience that wealth, with which it vain-!ly been his pride ta present euch morning neatly lash-
17 hoped to purchase heaven.  And such was thejed up for stowsge in the netting, the body was placed
plenmtude of the pope’s indulgence, that King Hen~ on a grating, covered with. a uvnion-jack fur a pall,
¢y the third was mformed, that of be should chanceland lowered into a culler,atte~ded by his inessmates
to murder a priest, he might purchase his pardon.  {as mourners,and the captain’s clerk to perforin the

In the yesr 1953, died Grosseteste, or Greathead,itouching and appropriate burial-service of the Church
Bishop of Lincolo, who bad the boldness toresist the'of IBngland over him.  The measured stroke of the
pope to his face for his venality, and endeavoured to oarg, as we pulled out of the harbour, sexved for the
reform the clergy by his preaching and esample.~—ifuneral knell, snd an hour’s rowing brovght us into
Ris 1deas of rehgwous truth were obscure, but his holy 'deep water.  The oars were then laid in, and the
zeal and godly lLfe showed he was under the influ-lboat’s crew respectfully stood up in their places,nith
ence of that Divine Spirit, who gives to every man heads bared to the breeze,and countenances on which
severally as Ile will, Jwas depicted serious and manly grief, whilst the ser-

In the fourteenth century, both the king and peo-!vice was being read. Precisely as the words ** we
ple of England were reduced to a state of almost|therefore commithisbody to the deep® were uttered,
complete vassalaze to the pope; and true religion was ]
scarcely any where to be recognized, Zoud com-{ <Bya Naval Officer,now a Clergyman of the Church of
plaints were heard through the nation of the enot- England.
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