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into eﬂect

In a Cranberry Marsh

“'(By A_nna E. Hahn in: ‘I‘o*’ward ’)7.

It was the’ begmmn«r of the fall

-term, and. Emily Brown, the- bright-
est’ member of the senior cla.ss of
- the village 1110‘]1 school, had formed
-for the term ‘many plans. f01 ‘vmk

<.n:d pleasure ‘She. was. de‘atmed
‘1o, carry ‘none of them

It was not enou"h to. be put to

’ ,my Wlts’ end about my other af

were no’ small palt ot h1s not too,

l.mre annual mcome

father"’ ashed 3D nnly

) ‘“Hy _other business must tahe
cale of 1tself exnht or ten Weehs
wh1]e I stav in the nnrsh and over-
nee tbe bury harves.t 'l‘he In-

dmns thereabouts W111 do the plch-
mg, as: usual, 4ud I must “do with

ds httle ‘other help as poss1ble, for
such Worh tahes 1emdy' cash, of

W hleh I hawe very httle at present L
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fairs, she heard her father saying, '

one evening, to her mother, ‘I must
be troubled about my. cranberry
marsh, - too, and that right at the
‘beginning of the berry harvest.
Now that the crop is ripe, the man

who was ‘to oversee the trathenno"

and marketing of it has thrown up
the \job, and I know of no one to
take his place.. '

He was .much troubled,. for he
'had more, tlian he could well ‘do,

without overseeing ‘the gathering

~and marketing of the harvest of the
cranbérry marsh. “However, the

work . must be carefully looked af-
. ter,. _for.th_e proceeds of the mersh
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THE INDIANS LINED UP FOR THEIR WAGES

how, Emily knew tha,t the. ber-
ries picked by the Indians were al-

ways measured by the overseer,

who daily gave each picker a. card,
on which was recorded the mumber
of quarts he had picked during the
day. - Every evening the plehers
took these cards to the payer’s desk
and received the amount of cash
due them. Emily.was good at
keeping accounts, and she knew
tkat_while her father looked after
the picking and measuring of the
berries, she could very well do the

paying and book-keeping, thus sav-

ing h1m a conmdelable sum.
‘But lhow dremy it ‘would be, liv-

‘best to let’ her do. it,

ing for c,mht or ten lonnr weeks"m, R
. ;a, Labm 1n a mm sh seelnn* on]y her
W hat '\ull you, do about 1t, ’
B ' the cost of emdless quarts of ber-.‘ R
“fies at 'so miich . per’ quart and
» counhno out endless pleces ‘of.. s11‘

ver “to - hfx,rd-loolnmr red men 1nv'"

‘blanhets and leggln«s, and W01se- "

loohmg Ted. Women, W1th d1rty pa-
pooses dan«rlmg, Indmn fashlon,
cni their backs. =~

\Tevertheless, she felt bound to. o

offer her-father her serv1ces and he
accepted them .oladly

under the cu'eumstances, he thou«rht
So Bmily
packed up her shabblest boots and

~dresses p1eparatory to “starting to

the marsh, and ‘they set ‘out on
their journey the very next day, for
the berry harvest was presune
When - Wlthln a dozen mﬂes of the
marsh they had to chan°e cars, and
on its margin they ehanﬁed afrzun,
thls t1me climbing 1nto an ox wag-
gen that c*trmed them to thelr tem-
porary home T

As they Jogged alonrr over the

1oucrh corduroy road, Emﬂy gamed

her ﬁrst hnowledoe of how a.nd;_\
Where cmnbermes “grow. All
about her stretche:d the marsh a

'._low, level, wet expanse of peaty
- bog, without t1~ees or shrubs, but
* thickly: covered with low, tra.lhnd .

bush'es only afoot 01 two hmh
with long, slender stems now.

' bend1n<r unde1 tLeu' burden of de-

11cate horht green leaves and red,
acid berries. These were the cran- )
berry bushes, so called because
their long slim stems resemble the
long legs and neck’ ‘of a crane.

:’.I.‘heu,ground between the bushes
was soft and spongy, but very de-.
ceitful in appearance. The sur-
face seemed covered with a dry,
grassy ‘substance, but many steps
could not be taken without: sink-
ing to the ankles in the soft. bog.
The waggcen road was made of logs

‘and poles laid closely side by side

across it, making as level surface’

‘as possible, but very rough at best.

Here and there in the marsh
were islets of solid ground covered
with tall pines and other trees and
vegetation..
was Mr. Brown’s cabin; a pictur-
esque log structure, standing be-
tween two pines-that lifted thelr' ,
tall: green- tops plotectmnrly above.
it. D\:cept for the lomeliness it

‘He was -
sorry to have her miss school; but_

On one of these islets. ..



