: ‘Jack Temple, don’t be a fool's paid
| ot the lads in an: energetic whisper. SRy

~Fo . the! young fellow: who "had acted as
‘ spokesman now shook off the- ‘hand 'that his:
;,.‘-.compalnion had laid upon- his ari 'a.nd step-
;ped” back: ‘across. the. roa.d, ‘Dear_enough to .
_"speak to-the: woman, a.nd to hea.r her fa.int
voice in reply. il RN
Where- is it the:t you wa.nt to go, h
bright"’ he’ asked s N

not hw.rd by anyone = _
o 'It’s a. bad - busaness,, said’ the young -man:
- who'seemed to'feel a call to-be the woman’s".}f'
champion. ‘But if- it's: frue: whet she se.ys,;;‘ .'To Southv1ew Cottage, the next but ‘one

At wouldn’t make things any worse fo -y 1o, the Hospltal yonder.” But 1" don’t know T
1o take ‘her. that ‘much’ further-on. - Tt sn't -f-',‘,how I’m to"get there, for I’ve been il ‘and

ny head goes round when I try to wa.lk by *

4

B noisily, were: tryr g"ito settle what was® ‘be
done with the remamder oi the evening_

There were o houses a.s yet on _»either
. ide *6f the road though the” town’

ly pached before them, a.nd at the end ot
: the roa.d was a la.rge ugly bu11d1ng ‘of ra.w
red br1ck and beyond-it a few cot.ages which

ha.d been quite in the country not. long a.go.,

SIt was a,n unfrequented road—perhaps
.none of the “lads hnew ‘that it was. called
Hosprtal TRoad, -or. had" pa.ssed through it

 ‘more - tha.n -once. or thce before, though
they were now tryinf' it a.s a short cut from
the football. ground—and any. person or vehi-

1a dense- .

»by -the ‘roadside.’

ST don’t care- how fa.r~nor how neer it 18,-
“‘She’s ‘not’ going o
smy a.nother moment in thls here cab and .

se.id the other doggedly.

“cle_passing' that way Wwas_ suﬂiciently Tare to .S

be noticed.. :
Consequently the lads ceesed their ta.lk
AN to stare as a- cab came slowly down ‘the road

towards them, then drew up just as: it came i

ulongside the driver: getting down from his -
box, ﬂmging open ‘the: door, ‘and. entenng

upon a" very. hot. and‘one 51ded a.rgument ‘-".'.‘ L

wrth his fare.’:
Appa.rently ‘the: young men’ »f_elt some cur'
iosxty a.s to. what was. up, amd saw_no.rea.

‘& woman very much

‘a corner of the ‘seat :

The cabman was’ 1nsist1ng upon her get.

ting out at once, “and she wa.s refu.sing to do

- 8o or remonstratmg with him, in a vorce so

o low that the- bysta.nders oould not hear wha.t
she said B

The mans loud bullymg tone ewakened;”

ed up, cowering 'n

-

some gentl instincts in the heart of. one otij - o

the ‘young fellows B
" ‘Look here,’

~. it is she wants'to go?

he struck in, what's itan’” -
about" Why can’t you take: her wherever_’ -

"Beca.use I. a.mt such’ a' fool,’ snapped the | S
ma.n, who had ta.lked himself 1nto a tower~ ' . [§< -

ing passion i ‘Come now, out you get or I’il
- know the reason why

I would; thankfully get out,’ said the. wo-.
: man—-a.nd her voice. sounded as though she .

~was n.ot far from tears, though her face could
“not’ be seen ‘under’ her. thick vell—‘t.ha.nk-

- fully, if I thought 1 could ;walk as far as the S

- end. of -the road. * But I do -assure you, it's
not at all as. you, thlnk and i it wa.s, it
L couldnt do you 'tny more harm to talte me
. on that much turther’ Ll
“I'm not_going:.to do it anyway, stormed
the cabman, ‘and’ .you-~ ought to take sha.me
- to youself,: rum.mg a poor ‘man’s trade and
risking,other folks lives, a.nd 1f I: saw: a
policeman I'd give you in eharge I can tell
- you. - Now, then' get out!’ - . u-n.
e wish- there: wae a policeman a.ny'where
about’ sald the woma.n, fa.mtly ST you'll
i c-only. ta.ke me on’as far as tli" cottage, they’il
s tell -you ‘there—=" = ...
' ‘I claresay' a. pa.ck of hes' Much .you’d
ca.re when you'd got where you wa.nted " Get
out or I'll make yoéu.'-

about"’ ‘again’ put in ‘the young fellow who
(ha,d spoken before ;
‘Small-pox' That’s what’s e.mlss, the ca.b-
ma.n a.nswered ~Thad, my doubts when I

was fool enough to’ let her get in, and a.s _'

a qua.rter of ‘a-mile, a.nd you ca.n’t leave herf,-_
‘ ‘ myseleY -

“Jaek- Tempie stcod looking at her, his fresh
young' cheeks'd httle pa.ler the.n usual a.nd
meny_ thoughts whirhng through hlS head.

she wouldn’t have the cheek t try.it if- she

d.idn't think I durstn't touch her. “But Tl

ha.ve her. out, if I turn. the cab: over"

He shook the door with a furious ha.nd
- cand’ then, as: h.ls amger carried him beyond.-:
fea.r, set" hrs foot upon the step as~though
o ‘himself. .

"he meant’ to plunge m a,nd drag his fare out
by force

- - Perhaps. the woman thouvht 1t better not-'

“to-wait for that, for she rose up stifly ‘and::

- weakly, and, crept out of the ca.b supporti.ng
. * herself by the"ddor. - ‘

~‘But” whu.t’s amiss? ,What’s a.ll the row -

The raillng at - the roadside was close at

he.nd and she rea.ched 1t and ‘¢ame. toa stop "
.i:theu'e, lee.ning aga.lnst itas: though ‘she ha,d,j

L) ‘strength to: £0. further, while: the young

men -eyed her trom the.. other-'side Of the '
roe.d to whzch they ha.d retreated a.nd the -

WI-IERE IS IT YOU WANT TO GO ?’

: Her voice sounded like the.t ‘of a. respectable
. woma.n, “but. through he'r thick vell he-could
- ses_that her face was blotched - and discols=
ored; _with wha.t might be the marks of t.he o

dreaded 111ness for aught he. knew., ° S
- 4. believe -she has got small-pox,’ he sa.id =

‘But if ‘she has, 'all the more

she oughtn’* to- stand out here in. the cold,,

- or maybe fall down and lie on the wet’ ground. .
‘an hour or two till somebody chances to
;eome by ST

: He was a brave. you.ng fellow enough but': ,
hlS vetry ﬂesh crept at’ the thought of.this

particular da.nger A runaway horse or a .

house on fire, ora river in- ﬂood—lww much .

Dbetter either “of these would ha.ve been to

deal with! TN . :
He stood there motionless, tor oue ot thoee




