= ':-:ones innnrds on:; a cold night and you has '

; u‘viour best tha.nks, sir.’

“the others: by..the ‘carter, one ori the oldest
._fhsa.nde on.the farm. ‘

I 8 am gla.d you hke it,’ was Lhe reply, and N
‘-_‘.:when you come up to. the house. in future‘

U

...we shall. offer“you coffee . or something like
Good mght alls a.nd he

instead’ of . cider.
left - the kitchen before anything could .be
ea.id

About a tortmght after, on a sxmilar oece—
sion, Sam-said to ‘them:”

¥ am glad you hke the. eoffee, ell

: of.f again before a.ny reply could he, made,
What do un mane, Garge? said Joe.

. ‘How.can I tell, Joe,’ said George.

. When the wives came up with their- hus-
.,ha.nds the following week the table was

N ‘spread with an extra supply: of proviswns,

,the mother also being. present to pour out.
Just beiore they went home’ Sam spoke to
- them- quietly, but firmly:" -~
I am glad you- like the coffee, a.ll beca,use'
] we intend to make a change in respect to the
. 5upply of drink. After the first of the New
- Year we shall no longer supply to our work-
" people either becr or cider, bt give an
equiva.lent in mone_v

' .times, -we shall furnish a good supply of tea,

vcocoa., or eome other bevera.ge or a. like
‘kind.’

vlittle oonsterna.tion by, the men. ‘Some were
‘silent, others murmured, while one or two
openly expressed dissent,

'We shall never get droo’ a harvest wi out

, 'th' drenk,’ said one. .
~..~.'We shall be wealk as: ba.bb1es when we
_come to tackle' hard- work’ said anmher,

‘sa.id a third, -
“Look here, men.’ sa.id Sa.m
- without the drink as well as I can. Follcvw
N my example, and you will be better in body,
: mind and soul, besides having an extra shil-
.ling or two of a Saturday night. - Each one
of you think over the matter and talk’it over
quietly with the- m.xssus at home
nothing more to be said that I knorw of 80

" good-night, all’ :

About a week after one of the men, a
‘heads, Mr. Traver, said-Sam,

“young fellow not long married, came to Sam.

‘Me an’ my missis -ha' been talkin’ th’

matter over, Mester Sam’l, an’ we thinks as
how we'd like to begin now.
 ‘T'm very glad to hear it, George. Your wife

‘can make you lea or coffee, and you can .
come up to the house-any time for. whey or’

. gkimmed milk, both of Which are fa.vorite
drinks of mine.’ '

".‘We both on us thmks o’ signin’ teetotal.’
. ‘Do-so, by all means, and resolve further,
as Joshua, “As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.”’

.‘We intends to try, Mester Sam’l, and

. thank’ee, sir,’ and George went on his way

well pleased.
Thoe men with one exception, ‘submitted to
- the change, Joc Davies, ‘wasn’t going to
drenk - peg's-wash,’ ‘and So found another
~master. His place was soon filled, however,
“bya stos.dy youmg man, ‘who' was exceedi.ng-
. Iy anvious to work undcr the new regula.-
- tions, - : C

The chief opposition to tho change came .
- to be the better men,. In tha.nkmg them “for

. from laborers on other fa.vms, who seowled
. ond muttered remarks about ‘skilly’ -and
“*pag's-wash’ when Sam passed-them grouped

. “outside the village pubiic-house, but he sim-
ply. smiledt; and went- ofi.. his way. - The
~ineighbonnb farmers * algo troubled them-

"-gelves greatly, making disparaging remarks

when they met him in tlie market-place, but

be, belng six feet, und-broad-shouldered in

" the maohinw all ready.
" begin in. a day or two.’
" ‘Aye, I shall start Monda.y, a.ll bem’ well
How much have ‘ee got la.1d down- for mnw .

In addition to which,
during harvest, threshing, or any such extra .

‘You can do -

There's-
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praportion, they did not go too fa.r

Sam -was walking roind ‘the farm he ‘was
dccosted from the other: side of & hedge by

Fnrmer Tra.ver wxhose meadows a.dJomed -
: . thing below. the. average.

‘efficient .work that. lessemed the cost it:is

ours. .

‘When do. ee think a.bout settm’ th’ men .
e on mowin’, Mr, Sam"’ .
. Sup- .
" pose you bz-ing your wives.up next week to
 give. their opmion . Good-mght and he was.

‘Monday morndng, Mr. Traver

in! this yeer"’
: ‘Just about. g hundred a.cres I suppose
You: wﬂl have near that?.

‘Do without, Mr. 'n-aver, rephed Sam,

‘ smiling

T be most . afeared bhere s a lot 0" trouble
afore 'ee, M¥. Sam, and if you can’t get on
yeu must come to me.© Il lend ’ee a hand

.or two,’ said the kmd—hea.rted farmer, .

. .'I thank you very much, Mr, Traver,’ said
Sam, ‘and in case of need I'will come to you.
Suppose we make a bargain; if you have fin-
ished ha.y-ma.king first, .then come. to my
heip, and if I have finished before you then

T will come. to your help.’.
"This ennou.ncemcnt was received with no

‘Agreed Mr Sam, .., I. be afeefred you’ll

‘wnnt help, a,nd shall be glad to. come.’ . ..
_, Strange as It appeared.to many, we had -
_less troubie wmh the men durmg hhet har-z
Mveet than £ever before IR
j;ithe change, getting to like the non-intoxi- e

: ca,ting drmks, and hking stlll better the Jit=

‘ : 'tle extre money every ‘wee K

- "Wo shall’be dead afore 1:11’ winter’s out,’

’I‘he'y took well tox

About “the middle of. the 'hay—

‘How. bé” gettin on, Mr, Sam?
Very well Mr. Traver thank you,

a few extra load up to-day, an’ so gave the
men a drop o’ best-cider, and now there they

- be a—qua.rrelhn wi one another mstead o’

workin’,’
‘T am afraid . the drink’ gete into their

‘A drop‘o’ good cider oughtn't to hurt any

man,’” was the reply, ‘but I shall put a stop

to it afore long if they don't alter.”
In another nine or ten days our last load
was carried home’ and our last rick finished.
‘Now then, all,’ said. Sam,

to'help ‘Mr. Traver, for the farmer. is rather

. behind.

The old man was not a little plea.sed when
ho saw such a force coming to his help, and
gave them a hearty welcome: :

‘1 didn’t think as you'd a.got afore me
like this, Mr. Sam, but I be right glad to see

~‘ee, 'You can tell what's wantin’ to be dcme,
1 in y"z."»

and you’il please” to get about

own way.'
The men worked well, anxious to ohow

' the wonders that could be wrought in the

hayfield without cider.:. They had, however,

* to'bear no little ndieule not: a.lweys good--
naturcd from. the other ‘haymalers, but be-

fore the day closed they proved hhemselves

their help,” ‘the farmer. sa,id

‘I shan't say anything agen teetota.l Wways

after this, a.nd I'dq take to ‘em- myselt only
I De. gettxn too old to meke a eha.nge.
At‘ter haymking cameé_the. corn ha.rveet

the ono ending quite as satisfactorily as the -’
" butialways’ moves the’ “drinker wrong

other. When ithe" harvest supper: was held
Sam mnde a lxtde speech to the men, *

'O‘ne
L “or. two. were ‘anxious’ for: ouf . motzher ‘and
This was sald on: behalr o! himse]f and “ family, - dramng dreadful pictures ‘of’ grass
‘unmowi; and. wheat ungarnered because the.
'men théy were qmte sunre, womld not work
.Without; drinik.- e ‘

.'Ong’ ‘day,” just betore the h.a.y—making ‘as”

I’-ve fgot '
I suppose you'will.'

‘A.s near as can.be. I sa.y, Sam, _wha.t be.
"'es goin’ to do-about th’ drenk?’-

a.kmg, Mr.}hu':“
: Traver called to Sa.m over the hedge ' '
The N
‘men appeer sa.tisﬁed and work W1th a will’ ™~

" *T“can ‘see ‘em do ancl I begins to’ think-., .
as.you’ll beat me; after all, T wa.nted to get -

‘to-morrow -
.morning we’ll go, men, horses, and waggons,

‘I tha.nk yon a.n very hw.rtily on behalf ol

during the ha.rvest and especia.lly tor th.e'

'cheertu.lness with- which yoit acceprbed the,,_
'change we ‘made- a:t the’ beginning of ‘the

‘year. You have proved to .me it~ ‘was’ the
right thing; had I not heen certain of. it ‘be-

“fore. In compa.ring ‘notes: with: my fnend .
~Farmer: Tra.ver I find that: the cosi; of ‘hare

vesting the hay and oorn‘ has': been some- .
As it was- your

only fair. thwt you should share ‘the ‘benefit ‘
derived and I' ha.ve much pleasure in hand-

‘ing over to. ecach man a. ha.lf-sovereign, and.to

the women. and hoys a proportwnate sum, -
at the same time tha.nkmg you a.gain forr the :
help rendered Pl

. 'These rema.rks were ot course, received

w1th much checring.

’ Smce we showed the, nelghboring farmers

‘how well ths haivests could be gathered in

without drink othérs have also stopped the
supply, and at the. pment time there are but

few whg give away any intoxlca.ting liquor
at.all during harvest, the majority having

fallen in with the. better custom ‘of . glving

_some: harmiess beverege—"i‘empera.nce Re-
- cord. . . :

Postman on . Stilts.
Engiiehmen who visit some of the wild and
compera.tlveiy uncultivated distncts of

‘France, known as the Landes, a tract of
eountry beyond Bordeau,r, .
- paturally * struck by one of - the- stra.ngest
'sights in rural :life—a poetman who waiks
"on stilts, ‘delivering his" letters from fa.rm-

are’ not un-

is delivering a Christmas missive to a pea-
gsant who, after having been engaged in
agricultura.i work observes his friend ‘the

:postma.n in the distance and" goes forth to

meet him and take the letter from his ‘hands. |
In. this part’of France stilt~walking is not
conﬁned to postmen, but is adopted by very -
many of the inhabita,nts on’ eccount of ‘the

pature’ of the ground which renders Ioco-

motion in., this way very easy, especia.lly as
the stilts are peculiarly)constructed with a
firm wooden sole at the end. Itis surpris-
~ing how ma.ny miles a postman can tra.vel in
the day .in this way without teehng any
grea.t fa.tlgue, ag he is supported in a mea-

.sure by a large staff, by the aid ot which he
. occasionally rests.  Our friend 'is dréssed’
in a picturesque garh with a, hw.vy cloak,
‘which affords .much protectxon from" cold
".Aand min.—-‘ Chrxstla.n Herald v )
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‘Wine may sometimes move “itself: aright,
The

Mid]a.nd 't




