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I oil beïwrongVo . espio such .aû offer. moistan-o-ii ëîcou förweeks out of em tate o but there ea ew
after ali did nt follotbat because ,ploynient doyèident on theearningofhit adde conquerèd hisuolu

-rat~tie dik e soiï ul motherand istér. -For Tèd;the lovingson tioisere shattered, his every rospect o
learn ta like it tao, n'ortht hë iuld;con.-and bratherof hildhood,'the manly bof-' rai bliahted-and th6se >tvo' watch a
tract any other pernicious habit sueh as t.had grwn up into a wild, reckless yog I ddwited for the one who névàr came.

-i - smok liwear fellow now, and was squandering the aàr Sxoîehoý, Ted- couldn't bear to gohime-
Sotaty shyrtdeinu r Dàmi eoaris youth, And breakinghis moith 's iituaiontiwas ]ost, 'ie n lIr u

ütntlfil-- da - heart., eemed before hm. And théi, that fatal
Temprnce partmen phiant. c"meAgnes,"said ber mother suddenly-" do appetit againievive seem t overpower

Christmas Eve cam a Mrs you remember it was eight ycars ago when him and ho was again led into crimetat of
Dàmin at work as usal inherlittlo room, Ted first vent -to Mr. Bayter's? Eight theft. This time le managed ta escape,

THREE CHRISTMAS EVES. where thingdid fotloo cheerfuli.for years ago 't-night he bought you those and fled with an accaniflice to the thickest
tho fire was smaill and ittl ggie was sit- boots.* He Vas a goodboy then-I was part of the great City,~ where his life wa

(Fromn the Teméperance Mirror.) tin close beside it, vith a do lefulfae try- afraid for him, but oh! I never thought he drtg ot iy and irunke oas*i.ng rag&ed out in nicy e n ruilkenness, As.
"Its got too late for Ted t gdto se lidlj ing , frdaojt, cr ýrHer ïeOW bots were would turn ont so wild as ths " intold numbers are, even n ow.

this afternoon ain't it, rnamy ?Y" nt bought yet, for the household expenses .. A flood of tears burst forth, and the two And on this Christnas:Eve, that anniver-
Th woman addressed stopped tÏe whirl ha-dtaken alLthe mon and through-a we t together.. sary of the day when the deadly seed was

of er sewingmachine for amonent, to look violent cold, Mrs Danin hîx1ýeen unable ed'a downfall had beenrapid. Mr: Bay- planted-tliat "one little glass,"-his heart-
u atthe.cloek............towrk for more than a esap and ifluence soon told uPOn broken mother, and toil-worn prenaturely

Ye ie won't have had iis dinner in A gie wasa brave child ,ndshe knw it hun ; he geauto love theiatoxicating crave. sister, almost rclinquishéd the Jasî
time. 1 can't think what he is sta out woi d pain ber notheér ta ece hr cry, so she ded to thin it manlyto mke ande weat hoeofsecing him again.
sa làte- for-he is generally so qici in keptback hei tears. She was siting u for Aad to concëal thesè habits fróm hf-ioti' OhAgne, Mrs. Damn ihnoniied, she
go'ig an errand." Teddy, butftp]ateardher hcad-nodded and sist,er, he was obliged tó :resort to a iaised-horlear-stained face," Ifeelas thougI

The whirring began again, but the iittle d-owsili, when aQast his- stop was -heard. s7.stem of petty deceit-and having nce I couldn't die vithout seeing myhdy aga-.
girl was not satisfied. '"Hwasin .high pirits 'ùdin clieks -nd swrved.froi tho habit of truathitwas easy Only two-and.yet one. lias b e ruined

" Mammy," she said, goi to lier side, hiseeè wcr' ve~r bright 2 He ran over and Vo concoctbhis .plans of deception÷aplnn i trough my .want of firmnes ! My o
may I go down and meet Teddy " kissed bis li'ttl sister, adthen sat down to couragec by bis: master, Ted fell, .step by children
Agam was the work suspénded, and the take same upper, for which he didnatstay step. Nat until it was too late di a "'Rush !" And Agnes aie face f bad

atient mother looked down sadly on her at bis master . lii mother stopped ber Damm perceive that bor fears were verified. -there had came ane feeblerap, a a she
ittle one .rk iLs and ño up~to him, laid She astened to remove Tcd-thhgh iith moved. toward the door. Sone &ne else;

"No, Aggie darling-don't yo k l ir eiand fon on his shaùlde b s ho some difficulty, and great Teluctance on bis lioweverwas crossinghe litle ha y ao out /
that it is very damp ta-day ? And you turned up hie face to bpeak to hershestatted part-frdm:tie stores, but it was:tooalate; and uttered such au enxclamation of u ye
wouldn't like to get a bad cold for Christmas back. the evil habits )ero acqmred, and th- that it braught most of Vhe people o
would you ?" " Teddy; bave yau taken any into*icating for a little tineafter their removalto t house ar1índ '-utfir t were Agnes and

"But I haven't been ont for over B many drink to-day ?" town he gave promise of being steadier, h lier mother. V
days! ShallI get somenew boots for Christ- The boy's ey'es dropped, but the question soon feli i with gay compaions, and gre.- -There acrosw4bhetireshpld vas stretched
mas, manmy " - could iitbe evaded.. worse and .wore. a man's form--a man haggard and emaciated

"We shall see, dear." "Only alittleiemthér. Wewereso'bus . On this Christmas Eve they were-expect- with a few tattered rigs hanging upon]lim,
IUnsatisfactory reply, and poorlittle*Aggie and I was sa very hot and thirsty, and Mr. ig him honie from his work, where lie lad: and a face scarred and bloated-teling its.

went back ta the window rather gl'omily. Bayter said it woulhi't c1 for mdeVo d eink expected ta ho detained till late-but as the ovn sad story. Ho had fallen downincon
Her face grew brigliter, 'owever, as' a step water. I only had just onelittle glasful hour of nine had passed and he lad not scious, and did notheed the wild cry.which
boundoc up the long flight of stairs ta -and I promise; you, imotherI i egme tbey cancluded t at ho had :gone rang out into the street, and itartied the
their door, and a bo- a ont twolve vears of take any again .tiaig t away Vo saine of i usual resorts, passengers.

The boy paoke earnestly,aùihismo her and Agnes .was anticipating wearily the u Oh Ted, my son, mîy son
Mammy e cried, mamm, Ive got !was fain to:believe him, and t cliet ; sad vatc tiil the mornimg hoar, which she Yes it was he-the wanderer. Tenderly«Mmy.1 h rid "imy,'v ga RF aasIaifli0
lace. apprehen ionã ith this assurarno. was determined Vo share with her mother. they took hlim up, and carried him t i-the
'Teddy "- Why, ggieI'vhats the matter ?" Teddy Soôn hoiwever, they' beard his stop, and bed which had been kept awaiting him, by

Eagerly the boy went on, explaining hoW askedasne hittie ister fairly liroke down Agn dried her tears, and. rose to wait on the toil of his dear ones, and thon the sym-
he was to go to the.grocer's sop daown in il somèthing she was saying about the iim. pathizing neighbors left-him to the care if
the village as errand. boy, dwelhng on the morrow.. "Oh, js it your sloes ? Don't .is swaggering air, and loose style of con- the loving ones-and before-long thoir care
advantages it wo-la afford iim-delighted cry about that, sissie-we won't have a dull versation told their own story,and ho had was rewarded by seeing him returning to
at the opportunity of earning some money; Christmas." taken nough'intoxicants to render hlm Ir- consciousness: Ho as too weak and ill Vo
but ta. his surprise his miother checked . o I. buhit hall.;2ebbedd ritablegand:unreaopnable . - . tellethem the mournfulstory of his life-r
him.. child now;it rained. again, L sban e Agnes borehis fault findings submissively but they gnessed it only too well. And

* ".ed, dear, I'mn s sorry you've set your able t go out-not even ta chüicli." for she still dearlyloved this erring brother drink:and want had done thir work, and it
héart üpon it." "0, O ve'llmana eitsoinehow,"answvered -but alas! there was none of the tender wasnot for many weeks thatthey had to toil

"Mother! Wby, it 'nd be so nice for us her brother cheer illy ":you shall go to affection and brotherly chivalry which had for thoir lost and found one. There vas a
al!" church even if ycarry you on. back.". marked his conduct toward her eight years short Mime of bitter mourning and deep suf-

" Anywihero but there, Ted. We'll try But though Aggie.couldn'tl p Jaù hinf before. feringhopelessrepentance for a wasted life
tget you a- place somewhere elsebuno at thepromise of such a novel-ride ch It wa draftt erteot ihln then that life was ended.

there.e she went Vo bed with rather a ful.which lie hailed some trifling mistake of Twentyfive short years, blasted and rén-
"Why hot, mother '" helart. tShehwsawakened he next rning hers. Thenfor the firsttime, the girlilifted. dered worse than useless by the direful
"Because Mr. Bayter is not agood man-- byher bròthersývoice .. her'head, and ventured a. remonstrance-a foc-and ono.more death was added Vo the

I shouldn't like you to have anything to do "Aggie, ge t p--it's a glorious day I'? moment later, hishani descendedin a heavy thousands killed by drmk-two more
with him." A esprang out of bed forgetting ber blow and for the first time, he had struck mourners were left to bewailthe fate of their

And all Teddy's. expostulation- and per- troubles, and was already noary dressed -is sister dear one, and to curse the demon who was
suasions were in vain, for lis mothe re- when Teddy ran in, -crying out " O Aggie, What a scene for a mother's eye ta rest his death.
inained firm ta lier resolve. It waso liht hurry up, you can't think what old Santa upon--and on Christmas Eve 1
matter for-the offer:to ho refused, for s, Claus has.brought for you!"
Damin vas.a iwidow, and had hers'ef and Agnes ran out into the other room at Again it was Christmas Eve, and Agnes "THE WORST SIN."
ier two children Vo k eep on the money she once. Therehung her little stockinig by thé and lier mother sat together in the ,ame Savs Father Burke, of the Roman Catho-
gained by plain needlework. Their home chimney place-bulging out with a few room. -Agnes was' now a slender girl of lic C1mch:

as two mall rooms at the top'of thie com- trifling articles, but oh !there was something twenty, but the quiet sadness of lier manner "When God made us He gave us soùl :
fortable house %vhicli they lad once occupied else too,-a pair of new boots waspamful ta see in one sa young, and the and body together, in ail the activity of
whollI. You see," Ted said, as he wuatched lier shadow on her pale face told of auxiety aud their powers. The man that annibilates bis

Ted l was.alreay a f bir.scholar, andhe delight with no less joy-" the stocking are. Her mother's face wore a look of re- own soul for a single instant by drunken-
waslong g to beat work,but his mother wasn't quite big enough to hold 'em, so Mr. mature age, and hopeless grief-for to tem ess commuits an outrage against th e God
c not recoancileherself to the idea of his Santa Claus--just took the trouble ta tie this festive night brouglit sad and bitter that has niade hlm,- àgaint the Author of 7 ô

oing the place which had been offercd 'em on outside." memories. his atur
Sm; Mr. Jayter was a gay kind of nan, Agnes laughed-for shecs d enough "No, I don't think he'll ever come back - -'

anîd rather a favorite with Vhe children, but Vo bave found out al th6e-euérets of Santa .now," Agnes saidsadly. "Oh mother, only
Mrs. Damin knew that lie wai not of a good Claud--and how she hu ed and kissed lier think,,it is five y'eors ago to-night since he TEEnE .A Srony Vold o! a lively oId
character. He was far too fond- of tle in- .mother and brother, and what a happy day leptore ! Oh if we only knew whorehe is, lady whose intemperate husband had num-
to::ic ting l andall wor pleasure-and they hâd in spite of their poverty, an- ana what he is doing, it wouldn't be quite berless ftimes promised refarm. He fell, as
not for would hiave her son hoiw~'d Mrs. Damin was'of !er: boy- s0 lard. she 1ad predicted, into n open -well, one
taught ta to lis e e. Altbough almost forgetting the shade of apprehensiòa So Ted had gone-and the two who loved dark -nigt, and screaming lustily for:help,
iiot a rofessed abstainer, she lad never which his yesterday's " one little glass" had him still worked, and vaited, sorrowing for at last:deli tedly saw rescue inihé glim-
aoed lier children to taste intoxicating called u b er imd. the wand one, not daring ta hope for meiof dy'sca -rill over Vhe wind-
drinkfor she lAd seen a good deal of trouble his returi. n that Christmas Eve when las. She demanded, and he hastened to
thro ugh it. "Mother d o ota ed, and let-me sit up we last sai hi-when hie dealt the blow givé a niew promise of reforin, whereupon

So she stood firn for mor a fart: for Ted !" Thus pleaded .Agnes Damin, that was remeimbered still, though long she àet down a bucket ad drew him bis
mght, but thon Vhe offer w'u , with now a tall girl of fifteen years, as ehe looked since forgive'n-. eft his home;' tho next length'óut of the Water, who, -unfortunàtély;
more advanVàgeons terme, being up for a mhoment from the fine needlework tidings they beard wère that lie had been the bandile lipped from her grasp, and the

a buisy season -and'Ted bem o favor- over which she bent. --But the worn, weary arrested for assaulting a policeman. They was replunge into -the water. At, a
ite with . ar.- woman who rocked.herself backward aild hoped that this miglit rove a waruing to second attemptshe lifted him. higier, it
SYou mnight t me g o, mother," pleaed forward by the fireside, shook her head. him, ad thain his ras be ros pision-he the hanyde a ein sli o thia 'tm

Ted, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ha rm ihlsegres o No, no, my childý! you go t bed." Yoù would -beinduced. to give up tedink- and ,when he was -stl highr,:ite lpped.' Thékn,, 1 Pre got to leave'school at Christmas need rest-I1 don't feel as though I can ever reformn bis waya ;but alas ! huhcontri- abject victini crie out despertl. " No*
andn ck wn'tmake much difference. get any rest ;agaiUlunmless my boyi tio did touct the youg man's hieart- old lady,yoidintiaonprse

airmIont.

Thenpoo atl Agie asn't got her sh oeës baved. 0 Ted !1 and -to think it was al ythough in 'those days of entorced abstinence ito whbieh si1 faky.and mIgenuouslyr
yet ad .. yo aent bl t.gt he, hellow ful1"his better nature did asýert itself, and hle re- plied, " noellino ',ial man' I am*

1ae o c noos llChitmsO amy Ane -en ower.over. hei >.'ork- hle solved to "be a man," and fi-lht against this ITwvouliin't do forye"rtöf.comé- óuti-àd
youaut 30me go !"knewv how useless any attemlþtíould be, ta foe, anid regain bis respetabe position-it' den, 'batt by degrees, ye né ?Si
Ten, "- the f est imie, his mothleit minister to that grief,- naeedåd but a few stèps.fiom the prieon-door said thèýt, recognizing. i luslown phrasesi anda

toier.. hnswr ogdyMth Thywr:stineii ml robrt ina iadt'sep e ered again. A so- deplorimg the samne, out of the d.epts ,the
her. h sot asnecessitated s much town home, whte-hyhdéñvd nclelfin"iithmin the street-a waterýsoaked àfnvlna'iyam

moe xosan es or-ndMs.ode o t more work. Ted îý ï*öshögj.. shoutin wvith joy at seein him ot alin promise which hie- kept after, being draymnDamia beg-anl like hier son,* to think that it man nlow, or professed -to be,. for he .hadi ivited Iim toakagas. Ted e'si- out.


