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The Deciding Vote.

There lives in a Western state a humble
old lady whose interest in politics is confined
to the single fact that her son was elected
& number of years ago a member of the
legislature, and has several times since been
re-elected. What he has actually dome in
the legislature she does not know. She has
no doubt that he has done all that a good
boy, grown to be a great man, ought to have
done or could do; and one good thing, at
least, he did to justify her confidence.

When the legislature assembled in the
autumn of 1906, the son visited his mother,
and chided her good-naturedly for not read-
ing the speeches he had sent her. She had
saved them all, and knew just where they
were; but she confessed that she had no%
been able to read them all, nor to under-
stand very well what she had read.

‘But yow’re going to make a speech this
year that I shall read, every word,’ she said.

“Tell me which one that is, and I'll be sure
to make it,’ said he. .

“It’s the one on the anti-saloon bill’ said
she.

‘Oh, that omne!’ he said,
fugedly.

“Yes. I kmow it will be a good one. My
boy, you know what liquor did for our home
years ago. I have prayed all the years that
my son might grow up to save other boys
from his father’s fate. And this is your
opportunity. I know you will be true to it

‘Well, mother,” replied the son, ‘I don’t
know that I have much confidence in these
efforts to make men good by Ilegislation.
You can’t very well do more than regulate
the liquor traffic. The attempt to prohibit
it altogether always fails. I don’t know
that I can make a speech in favor of that
bill?

But these arguments fell unheeded on her
ears. She did not take them seriously. She
thought her son joking, as was his wont.

‘Oh, I know you like to tease me, she
said, ‘but I know you’ll vote for that bill,
and speak for it. And I shall read every
word of your speech, and T shall pray for
you every day, that God will bless that
speech and make it win the fight.

The son had, indeed, expected to speak on
the bill, but ‘on *he other side; and he never
had doubted, nor had his political friends,
which way he would vote. But the weeks
went by, and the fate of the bill hung in the
balance, and he kept his own counsel. It was
assumed, however, that he would vote against
the bill in the end, and so his silence caused
no uneasiness to the liquor men.

‘I know why you are waiting,” wrote his
mother. ‘You are waiting to make your
great speech when the great fight comes.
God bless you, my boy! I am praying for
you. How proud I am of you!

It was that letter that put all doubt aside.
When the lines began to tighten and a dead-
lock ‘was threatening, he first voted  on an
emendment which forecasted his final action.
That vote brought surprise to the friends of
temperance and discouragement to the friends
of the liquor cause. :

And’ when the bill came up on its third
reading, he spoke. He did not see the mem-
bers of the House, but he saw an old woman,
reading his speech through spectacles that re-
quired frequent wiping, and it was a speech
that carried conviction. - !

The vote was so close that any one of a
dozen things might have turned the scale;
but among the stories told in the committee-
yooms, after the bill beecame a Jaw under
which several hundred saloons were' obliged
to close, is that here related. It is the true
story of the way a mother’s prayers and con-
fidence had their decisive influence in the mak-
ing of a law—Youth’s Companion.’
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YEAR-END
BARGAINS

TO NEW SUSCRIBERIS.

SHOW THEM TO YOUR NElGHBORS.

‘The Weekly Witness,

* An Independent, Fearless and Forceful Newspaper.’ Established Over Sixty Years

‘The best weekly newspaper in Canada. Latest news, Markgt and
1 Stock Reports, Financial Review, Literary Review, Good Stories,
Home Department, Boys’ Page, Queries and Answers on all subjects,
ete., ete.
To the end of the year, including the ‘Canadian Pictorial,’

TERCENTENARY NUMBERS
Only 35 Cents

‘World Wide’

2 A weekly Reprint of Articles and Cartoons from the leading Jour-

nals and Reviews, refiecting the current t_hought of both Hemispheres
—a perfect boon to busy men— World dee.: - : el
To the end of the year, including the ¢ Canadian Pictorial

TERCENTENARY NUMBERS
Only 40 Cents.

‘The Northern Messenger’

A favorite for over forty years. Tllustrated Sunday reading every

d Sunday-School. - Twelve to sixteen pages. Evan-
3 B Interesting from first to last. QCaters to all

ﬁf;légf l, mon-sectar ) uality combined UNEQUALLED FOR THI

MO?I\I‘];JYthe. end of the year, including the ‘Canadian Pictorial

TERCENTENARY NUMBERS
Only 256 Cents .

The Weekly Witness' and
4 ‘World Wide’ and the
‘Canadian Pictorial’ and the
‘Northern Messenger”

All to the end of the year, including all the Special and

TERCENTENARY NUMBERS
Only One Dollar,

§M.B.- If you already take one or two of these four publications,
and ‘don’t need a second copy, give us the name sand address of
some friend and we will send the second copy tnere,

The ‘Canadian Pictorial,

Qapada’s popular illustrated monthly. ~News by views. High
5 grade paper, high grade pictures. Interesting to young end old alike.
Many of its full page pictures suitable for framing. No home should
be without it. Must be seen to be appreciated.  One dollar a. year,
including postage, to all parts of the world.
To the end of the year, including the

THANKSGIVING, XT1AS and

TERCENTENARY NUMBERS
S Only 50 Cents :

(to any poetal addrese the world over.)

JOHN DQU-QALL & SGN, Publishers,
" “Witness’ Building, Montreal,

Sept. 4, 1908.
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