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The ball given by Kerr Lodge, No.
286, G. R. C., at Barrie, on the 18th
ult.,, was one of the most pleasing
and satisractory events that has ever
taken place in the town. Thearrange-
ments were perfeot, and reflected the
greatest credit on the members of the
ocommittee. Among those present,
were M.W. Bro. D. Spry, Past Grand
Master, and R.W. Bro, Honry Robert-
gon, Deputy Grand Master. We take
pleasure in congratulating Kerr Lodge
on having made so great a sucocess of
their entertainment.

It is our sad duty to ohronicle the
death of R. W. Bro. M. H. Spencer,
at his residence at Barrie, on the 10th
ult. Bro. Spencer had beun failing
for some time, but on the murning of
the tenth was found dead in his bed,
a fit of apoplexy being supposed to
be the immediate cause. Bro. Spén-
eor was a P. M. of Corinthian Lodge,
No. 106, G¢.R. (., P.D.D. G. M.
Toronto District, Past H. of Signet
Chapter, No. 84; Preceptor of Mount
Calvary Encampment; a Royal and
Select Master, and an 18° of the A.
& A. Rite. Bro. Spencer was former-
ly an active member of the County
Council of Simooe, and Captain in
Bimcoe Foresters, His funeral was
gonducted with militery and masonic
honors on the 18th inst.

Tae Pore axp Freemasons.—The
Pope, in his reply to the address of
the Sacred College, at Rome, on De-
gember 24, is reported as having said

“The experience of no distant
times has been so bitter and sad, as
to force the authors of divorce laws
to re-establish, by their codes, the in-
dissolubility of marriage. Yet, if the
desire of sects, and the vote of Free-
masons, should prevail, one would sse
promulgated from Rome—from which
onlythe parent light of revealed truth,
and the splendor of Catholic life,
ought to start—a law utterly opposed
to Catholic principles.”

Alas! the poor Freerasons are for-

ribly bed follows in the &yes of Hie:
Holiness, and all beoause they have
freed themselves from <the narrovs
limits of partieular institutions,.
whether oivil or religious, and view
in every son of Adam a brother of
the dust.” "

Tae Dispatch. questions the pro-
priety of allowing nominations to bs
made at the election of offiners hy a
subordinate Lodge, but favors such &
praotice in the Grand Lodge and oth- ..
er governing bodies. 'We approve
the view taken by our esteemed con-
temporary as regards the rule that
should be followed in subordinate-
Lodges. It is neither dignified nor
profitable %o have several brethren
sormally named for some office,
when perhaps their respective pro-
posers are the only persons who will
cast votes in their favor. It is still
more unseeraly when the Brother who
names & candidate for office offers o
fulsome eulogy of the one so named.
1t is far better that the old method
should be adhered to, allowing each
member to write his own ballot, and
to express.his choice in an orderlyand
quiet manner. In the Grand Lodge
there is, of course, no snch aocqguaint.-
ance among members as is the ease
in subordinate Lodges, and there epn
be no sach general knowledge of the
talent avatlable for office &sin the
home body; the Dispatch, therefore,
favors the nomination of candidates
for office in the Grand bodies, believ-
ing that it is well that names should
thus be proposed, and the merits of
candidates atated. While thers is.
forca in the argament it is not con- ,
vincing. Possiblyinsome very large

juriscietion théres may be meed of

nomiuations, but in the governing

body that does not include more than

four or five hundred members we

think that brethren may act intelli-

gently in electing their officers, With-

out being sided, or biased, by nomin-

ations and preliminary addrerses,—-
Freemasons’ Repository.



