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FJYSTERY OFP rvEBMA ONRY.

The mystery of Frcemasonry is a
coxnposite-many in one. This unity
it jealously maintains, admitting no
equal, denying the existence of a
superior. L. worships the Grand
Architeet of the Universe as a unit,
and yet it is distinguished throughout
by its triads. One of its nuits, the
"IMystery" that it teaches, ini itself,
ais a word, derived from a Greek root,
signifying "1to initiate into the Mys-
teries." Thus the "Mystery" re-
solves itself into the liMysteries."
ilere is a mystery at tbevery eutset
-many in one. Masonry is a ois-
tered mosaje of threes. -It is flot sur-
prising that some brethren fail to un-
derstand In'eemasonry, for it contains
somne tbings bard to be understood.
And thais is not without a parallel.
Recail the famous saying of Dean
Swift in reference to Ohristianity:
"I«V God should please to reveal unto
uas this great mystery of the Holy

Trinity, or some other mysteries in our
holy religion, we shonld not be able
to understand them, unless He would
bestow on us some new faculties of
the mind." So some things in Ma-
sonry are bard to be undei'stood, and
others are hard to be remembered, s0
that the Brother that bas the best
mimd and the best inenory makes the
best P'reernason.

There are two doctrines that have
formed, from the very earliest times,
constituent parts of tbat mosaic which
we style zhe Mystery of Freemasonry,
which are no longer h.idden mysteies.
We allude to our faith in the Unity of
Ood, and the immortality of the soul.
-Neither of tbese can ive fully under-
stand, yet in both of them we im-
plicitly believe. Once' it would have
cost -nne's life to have publicly assert-
*ed or adinitted the belief; now man-
ldind bas been so educated, and so
fifted ont of the mire of paganisni, and
that indifference to knowlIedge which
is the self-generated poison of pro-
,found ignorance, that these trutbs
.have been fully brought to liglit, ana

coinprehonded by the great mass of
thinking men. It is no longer indis-
pensable to teacb the doctrines of the
TJnity of God and the immortality of
the soui ini mysteries; but we Caunot
say when it znay be otherwise, andl
hence the good old Craft teaches these
truths, wbicb are emphatically its
own, in its good old way.

Sport bas been made of the poly-
tbeism of the Egyptians, among whor.
the Ancient Mysteries, the Freema-
sonry of the time, were celebrated.
It has been said that tbis people found
their gods even in their own gardens,
and deifled cabbages. 0f a certain
epoch in their decline, preceding their
fali, this is true; but we should re-
member that ilo people have preserv-
ed their faith antarnished. Sa grand,
and majestic, and glorious an orb as
the sun, bath its spots. Cali to mmid,
the history of that "4peculiar people,"
the Hebrews, and remeinber how they
departed, again and again, from the
faith. IRemember their successors,
the Obristians, and how they, tbree
hundred years ago, reqnired a RBe-
formation." Heavenly things when.
entrusted to earth are aIways on-
dangered. Cail it wbat we may, em-
body it, or not, as we wiil, in a per-
sonal entity, no one can fail to be con-
scions that ERRoR. is continually cota-
bating TRUTHE, and sometimes SrEums
to triumph over it; but it is only in
seeming, for, as Bryant says, in bis
"Battlefieldl,"
'Trath crushedl to eartb shail rise again

The eternaI years of God are her's;
But Error, woundedl, writhes with pain,

Andl dies arnong his worahipers."

Some modemn writers on Freema-
sonry, in their fear of becoming uit-
historie, appear to deride ail refereucc
to the Ancient Mysteries as in the

i raft's Masonic Une of ascent. We
do not. There was a nobility in their
character, representing the highest
water-mark in their tide of intelligençe
in ancient Egypt; ana there was at
the sanie time sncb a qua.si-Masonic
characLer in certain of their teachings,.
that to ns it seems often to, be nearlyr
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