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purity and vice, w'itli fraternity, sincer-
ity, virtue and truth. \\'hen we fully
appreciate du ty and possibiiity, andc
goverti our word anîd deed according ly,
then in truth niay we anticipate fruition
of our maisoie dream, the truc solu-
tion of these niystic svmbois, disarmi
criticismi, mret a mecasure of approval
of the outer worid, and connend our
w'ork as fiaithful craftsunen to the Su-
premie Architeet of the Universe.

THE "IWOODEN SPOON" CERE-
MONY.

Ev'ery lune at the i. A. commence-
ment the Senate House at Cambridge is
the sceuîe of a very quaint, Observance
-the investiture of the Wooden Spoon.

loti this occasion the last mati on the
pass Iist of the 'Mathemiatical Tri[-os,
g-ets, besides the University legfree,
the distinction of I'the Wooden S[pootn'
-Le., the presentation of a buce Malt
shovel. As hie kticeis i)efOie the Vice-
Chancellor and is dulv admitted to the
degtree of ilachelor of Arts, this mialt
shovel is lowered front tAie gai! ery and
hiangs over bis head. When the insti-
tution is over lie riscs to bis feet takes
the shovel tc-chnicaliv calieci the

w Nooden spooni" amid the de; fening
piaiidits of bis coliege chumns and the
iro,,ical cheers of others. I-le shouiders

"the shovel" like a nuice, and proudiy
marches out of the' Senate Flouse,
mligbtiy Pieased with bhis new dignity.
'lhle colleg. dons and University officiais
permit ail1 this, w~eil remiembering the
time whenl they as youngy men relislied
the funi. Tlhis custoru is iinnaiily ob-
served in the Cambridge Sentate House
with ail its traditional honours as rev-
erently as any hieirlooni of antiquity.
The hiero of the Woodeni Spoon this
year is a memiber of Corpuis Coilege.

HERMETIC BROTHERS 0F
EGYPT.

An -iccult fraternity which lias en-
dured fronu very anicient timies, biaving
a hierarcby of officers, secret signs and
passwords, aund a peculiar rnethod of in-

struction in science, 11iioral pliilosophy,
and religion. IL )(visnyrvr
numllcu-o)US, and if %we niay believe those
Who at the present timie îîî-ofess to be-
longr to it, the c )lilosoplier's Stone, the
elixir of iife, the art of invisibility, and
tic Pow'er of om nitondirectly
Nvith tic ultramutndanie lite, are parts
of Uic inheriteuce they possess- 'l'lie
writer bias nu-t with oniy three persons
w~ho nmaintaincd tie actual existence of
this body of rcligious philosophcrs, and
w~ho hinted that tlcy thcnwselves ivere
actuai meml)ers. icre wvas no reason
to douhi the gTood faith of iliese indivi-
(luis applarantiy unkniowil to each,
other, and mien of mioderate coni-
Petence, blaniess lives, atistere man-
niers, and aliiost ascetic iu tAîcir
hab)its. lhey aIl apl)eared to t)C mcen
of foury-o fort%' five- ycars of age, and
evidentiv of s-ast erudition. Their con-
versation wvas simple and unr -ffected,
and dîcir kniowledIge of ianguac not to
be doubted. They cheerlu lly answvered
questions, but ap~rdnot to court
inquirics. Tlhey nieyer remiain long- lu
any onte country, but pa.sscd amay
%vithotit crcating any notice, or wislîîng
for undue respect t,) be paici to themi.
To thei- former lives they neyer î-efer-
rcd, and w~hcn spcaking of tlîe past,
secnmed to, say whlateleu- they iîad to
say %vithiî n air of atîthority, alîd an ap-
pearance of an intimate personal knowv-
ic(ige of ail circunistauces. Tlîey
courted no u blicity, and, ini any corn-
ninnications withl theni, uni fornily re-
ga41rded the subjects under discussion
as ver' familiar thingrs althoughi to be
trcated withi a species of reverence not:
always to be found among occuir pro-
fessors.-K-ezze/h R. Hl. j•~cez
lx, (Cu-yptonynius)-

THE BLUE BLANKET.

As pu-orrised in my notes of last
week, 1 now present thc reader %vitli
anotlîer account of this remarkable
ban uer. According to the particulars
whicli have been forivarded to me, it
appears that a numiber of Scotch
nîechanics foiiowed Ai Ian, Lord Stew-
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