
SeÉ p1alnly enougli tli~ stej:-coÙsin of
'yurs -will tax you pretty severely.
Well, if 'twere done, twere best doue
quickly; so sit down. aud write to your
respetzted aunt that we will do ont hast
forlier art-strîcken daugliter."

Margaiet Melford acted on ber bus-
baud's su g estion, aud in a few days
redeived ailetter announci-ng that Miss
.Aiverton, alias Thoruleigli wonld ar-
rive on tbe following day. .According-
Iy at theproper time Margaret was at

Te station, wvatcbing for bier cousin's,
train. bSâ ad flot seen Mande since
their cbildhood, as, dnring_ ber later
visits to, mm. .Alverton, Maude liad
been at school.

Wben tbe train stopped, a girl aliglt-
ed from a first-ciass carnage aud
looked about ber soniewbat bieliplessiy.
She being tbe only lady wbo left the
train, Margaret -went up to ber and in-
troduced berseif. Iu a few minutes
brigbt active littie Mrs. Meiford bad
colected ber cousmn's various boxes,,
and consigned tbem to the care 0f a
porter; then, turning to Mftùde, she
said-

"Oui bouse is quit3c close to the sta-
lion, and the man will bring your lug
Page over safey-tbat is,"l she added,
loo=inquiringly at ber' companioni
"if you are sure you won't mmnd the
VwaILk.I

"No, tbauks; the air is so, delicions,
pray let ns walk."1

They presented a striking contrast.
Both were good-looking, well-bred wo-
men; but, while is. Melford was a
tiny brunette ail life, energy, and fun,
whose tutu Aainty dlress seemed the
only possible garmexgt for ber pretty
figure, Miss .A.verton was a stately,
dreamny blonde, ber undeniably beauti-
fui face sadly marred by its laugu.id
disconteîited expression, a woman to
wbom luxury sewued an actual neces-
aityV.

TVher passed along tbe lane that led
to 1-lillside Cottage-the Melfords'
bomne - ini aimost nbroh-en silence,
Margaret wvonderiug whether tus was
ber cousin*s usual mauner, and, i it
was, how-% she aud Jack- were evercgoing
to stand it; but thie exclamation of de-
ligit that broke from MJaude when
tlbey reacbed tbe garden-gate reas-
sured. ber somewba-,t.

The sceiie was certainly lovely. Tbe
cottage was built on the sie of a bil-
wbeince its niame.-sloping gently down
Wo the littie trout-stfeam that rusbed
aiong at zie bottom of the valley, the
bUtl on the opposite sîde rising steeply
and thickly wvooded* the view% Wo the
rigbt was shut in by tie bllis, wbile ta
the left it embraced a fertile plain
dotted with pretty farms ta, the blue
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sbimmeriug line of the sea on the dis-
tant horizon.

Jack met them as tbey entered, and
was duly'introduced. ]Even his bright,
courtesy was no match for Miss .Alver.
ton's, lauguid coldness; and, after one
or two attempts at conversation, lar
turned to bis wife, saying-

"You bad better show your cousin
ber room, Margaret. I toid Jane to
have tea ready lor you in the drawing-room, tbinkzing you would both e
tiredI.»

Margaret accordiugiy took Maudein-
to, the bouse, showed ber her room,
helped lier with ber wraps, and, wel..
coming ber 'warrnly to, the illside, said
how sincerely she boped the visit
would be a pleasaut one.

"You are very kind," was ail the an-
swer she received, in Maude's cool un-
iuoved tones- adwith a sense of be-
ing Febuffed, Mi. Melford left ber
cousmi and went off to find ber bus-
band.

uSheýs a beauty,» quotb Jack; "but
wbat a col baud!'

"IShe's very sby or very reserved-I
cannot tell wbicb. 1 oniy trust she will
flot continue sncb au idoele!"

"'Well, littie woman, if kindness eau
tbaw ber, you will manage it, .1 knowg'
and, so sayiug, Jack drew bis wife into
bis studio-to, pdge of bis progress dur-
ingthe mornîng

But Mande 'd.d not tbaw eitber tbat
day or the next, nor in fact for mauy
dava. Warm-bearted littie Mrs. Mtel-
foid was quite chilled by ber coldness,
reproacbing herseif bitterly for flot be-
ing, able to mnduce the girl to make bier-
self more sociable or at home. Jack
spent most of bis time in bis studio,
and did flot couceal bis reasons froin.
bis -wife, wbo blamed berseif, on bis
account also, for bringing sucli a "wet
blanket" into bis bouse.

One day bowever, baving left Maude
to, amnuse'berseif as best she could in
the garden, whule she berseif attended
ta s6me housewifely duty, on lier re-
turn she saw ber guest and busbaud
taik-ing earnestly together. Jack bad
thrown off his usu-al haif-sarcustie
manrner, and was evidently trying to,
explain something, whiist Maude. ail1
ber composure golle, Was list;Cning in-

tently, aImost anxiously, now and then
pnttinoiiii a few words:' wii, even at
that cfistztnce, Mar'aret f aucied were
pleading. A~t Iast -Raude lield ont ber

tadto Jack, wio, pressed it warmly;
then she turiîed and ran into the bouse
witbont noticiug her bostess.

Jack wandered on dowvn the garden
snmoking, and so deep in thought thaý
lie neyer noticed Margaret till she gent-
ly laid ber baud upon. bis arm. It was
Prompti-Y seized. and, draing bier t»
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