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In no country of Germany has
Freemasonry been subjected to as
many restrictions and vexations as.in
the kingdom of Bavaria; it did not
penetrate until lately into the elder
Bavaria; and it was not until 1777
that the Royal York Grand Liodge
organized & lodge in Munich. But
for a long time it has existed in
operative lodges located in countries
which, in 1810, were annexed to this
kipgdom. A lodge had been organ-
ized by Prince Frederick, of Branden-
burg, on the 21st of June, 1741, at
Beyreuth, the ancient capital of Fran-
conin, where other lodges were said
to havd existed at this fime; but
little is known about them. The
Bociety of the Illuminati, fonnded
by Professor Weisshaupt, and to
which was entrusted the noble task
of ocausing virtue to -triumph over
folly and ignorance, and of carrying
instruction and civilization into all
classes of society, had found access
into some lodges located in elder
Bavaria, and particularly those of
Munich; and thereupon Prince
Charles Theodore, rmoved by the in-
fluence of the Jesuits, issued two
decrees, the one dated 2nd March;
and the other 16th Aungust, 1785, in-
terdicting the assemblies of the Iliu-
minati, and also those of the Free-
masons., Following these prohibi-
tions, which were renewed, from af
first by King Maximillian Joseph, on
the 4th November, 1799, and aubse-
quently on the 5th March, 1804, the
lodges of Munich and of Manheim
ceased their labors. Within the Pro-
testant eonntries annexed to Bavaria
—at Beyreuth and Ratisbonne—the
lodges were allowed to continue their
labors, but under most intolerable re-
strictions. No employees:of the gov-
ernment, either civil or military, were
permitted to attend any of the
meetings or to.be inifiated into them;

in & word, thege lodges had to con-
tend with the Jesuitical ¥bndencies of
the government, and were oconse-
quently paralyzed in their actions.
Notwithstanding this prescure, how-
ever, the lodge at Beyreuth, consti-
tuted on the 8th Augukt, 1800, as &
Provincial Grand Lodge, under the
jurisdiotion of the Royal York Grand
Liodge at Berlin, made g stand under
the Grand-Mastership of Count
Giech and Bro. Vesldendorf, prefeck
of the government; and finally in
1811, 1ib, with four other lodges,
orested an independent power afb
Beyreuth, under the title of “Grand
Lodge of the Sun.” This authorify
has at present under its jurisdictiom
in the northern portion of Bavaria
nearly twenty operative lodges,
while in the southern portion, which
is entirely Roman Catholio, Freema-
sonry is completely interdicted; the
light in that part still remains under
a bushel, and saperstition is a3 great
as though & Martin Luther never
appeared in Germany. But the old
gaying is, “Where ignorance is bliss
'tis folly to oe wise.”
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«TIt is a vulgar error to supposethat
Freomasonry does notexist and flonr~
ish in what are all but exclusively
Roman Catholic countries, or that it
does not therein worthily exemplify
its ocardiual principles of ¢brotherly
love, xelief, and fruth;’ and, as sa
aptly put by H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales, the Grand Master of the
Grand Liodge of Englend, its dis-
tinguishing attributes 6f <loyalty and
charity.” " - . : ,

«Among the many influential Ma-
sonic grand bodies of the world, with
large numbers of constituent lodges,
are those of Italy, France, Spain,
Portugal, Belgium, and other Catho-
lic countries in Europe; and those of
Mezico, the United States of Colum-

bis, the Empire of Bragil, the Argen—
fine Republic, Urnguay, Peru, Venr



