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pepotash and ammonis, ‘but leaving the soda
gi lime, which are less important to the piant,
tthe mercy of ths rain. The discovery of
pee facts has thrown an entire new light on
i chemistry of the soil, for they have shown
titmust be studied not merely by itself, but
prelation to the varions substavces with which
somes in contact in the eourse of cultivation
weslo trace the fnflucaces which they matual-
jpexerty and thus a subject already sullicientiy
quplex has become more diffi -ult and laborious
tnit was before.—Scottish Farmer.

ug SPIRIT” I¥ GINGER BEER.~—AS many
gsoerance men are in the habit of drinking
soger beer under the impression that they are
sl *keeping the pledge,” by abstairing from
doholie liquor mixtures, it may perhaps be as
¢l to tell them the real trath, that ail good
fzger beer containg a no*able portion of spirit.
fizmore the beer is “ up,’” the more certait is
sttat alcohol is present. It is well known that
jroir beer 18 made with sugar, gioger, &e.;
withat it 8 “eet” to ferment befure it is bot-
§d; now, it is during the fermentation of the
sir that spirit is produced, and, to show its
- pence, it €7n beeasily separated bydistiilation.
hmking this statement we do not wish to bias
iopivion of any man. but merely to correct
-poular error—the belief that ginger beer is
“fiem spirit I—Septimus Piesse.

WuitEWASHING SHINGLES.—F'resh or ceustic
«, sppliea doring the heat of summer, aod
% the wood has become thoroughly dried,
rsthe pores, and tends stroogly to prevent
a7. We have recently examined a board
¢ which had been whitewashed in saccessive
s about 18 years ago. The boards were
d sod sound, and bad not become covered
Amoss, as was the case with another fence
,buiit at the same time.  There is no doubt
1a great advantage would result from white-
wirg shingles before laying them. We
- on & former occasion, given some instances
Abe darability thus imparted to them. A late
ver of the Boston Cultivator gives some
ional examples. J. Mears of South Abing-
~performed the experiment iu substatce as
-owg :~He procured a vat (a lime vat at a
ey dozg well,} and applied salt with a small
-uioe of potash to the fime, and immersed the
esforfourhours The wash was afterwards
«ed over the shingles when laid.  This made
ieproof roof on & blacksmith shop, now elev-
Jers, Silag Browr, another correspondent
sliyears ago, he dipped shiogles into a
~Aeitle of lime wash to which salt had/ been
-~ o0d the whole kept boiling. A few
“Jes were dipped in all over at a time, long
b t0 soak them. well, and then thrown
~Wdty. In asghort time all the ghingles
~»thug greeared. Although whatare termed.
- thingles,” they have now lasted 25 years,

“and may doso for years to come.” Several
experiments of a siwiliar character have been
made since, with very successful results.
Cultivator. ’

Wir you curst TR Seep Stours.—~Do jou
want to know why ? < Ceriainly 77 'Well then,
let mu tell you what hsg been often told you
before :—You plant to deep! You don't believe
iv? I do, audg I know iv. ‘T'here are hundreds
of wes'ern farmers who as copscieatiously be-
lieve that they must plant their corn from four
to siz, and in some instances, eight inches t:eiow
the surface, as they believe thereis a Gon in
Israel, or a McCLELLAN to sweur by.  Aud you
can't make them belicve differently, “They
koow ; they've tried it ; and their experience
proves them wnd their practice right, alt * book-
learned” fariners to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. Aund they despise “ book-farmers” as bad
as they hate gophers ; and they kill all the
gophers tkey can fiad,

‘Why do they plant 8o deep ? Because they
think the soil is pecaliar.  And in that they are
right ; it is peculiar. Bat they bave made it so
by their manipulations. They plow it when it
is wet, harrow it when it is dry, acd it is cloddv
and lumpv, and rough as a Down-East field of
stove. Then when planting comes they musi gat
down to moist earth, or it will not germipate.
‘They have to get down deep to Co it~ "The rol-
ler is not koown to the majority of farmers in
corn culture. It ougkt to be. On such land
as I have described, it ovght to he used lefure
the corn is planted, #nd again afterward. But
I speak of the practice in cora plauting show to
the more clearly where the fault is in the case of
smaller seeds, such as are purchased at the seed
stors, planted in the gacdeus, and never grow
atall I Why, only yesterday, I hesrd a lady
say that she pat ker lettuce seed iv three inches |
deep—down where the ground was moist—and
it liad not come up yet ; aod she was indignant !
The seed stores were the matter, of coarse.
Y n know they do cheat so in seeds,’ said she
to ber companion. How sweet, and ionocent,
and indignant, and disappointed she lonked, poor
woman ! TForshe wasreally asplendid woman ;
but she bad not learned to garden. Aud she
confessed that sue planted her jeas pearer a
foot than six inches deep ; and her flawer seeds
which she had got all the way from the Hub of
Creation, were equally well planted—and O, tLe
seeds men !

1t should be remembered that the season is
backward, the ground wet and cold in most Ic-
calities ; ond then the fate of the good woman’s
seeds will be apparent. So of other sensib’e
people who undertaké farming and gardeniog,
They know little of the laws ot pioduction, and
less of the mode of manipulatiag soil. The more
completely pulverized the soil the deeper they

:plant. It would veem herdly necessary to éay



