OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

alarge & portion of the living wealth of the
ountry. Meanwhbile, the utmost caution should
pexercised by the larmers to prevent the mala-
yirom obtaining a headway, as, should it once
et & firm footing, the plazue might commit
‘mifar ravages with us as it did during the Jong
eriod in England to which we have referred.
ge plan, that of inoculation, has been recom-
ended as a remedy. Tt is stated to have been
jed in Belgium in 1852, and that of 600 head
oculated in the space of three months, at the
ariod of its greatest intensity in that provinee,
ot one of them conwracted the disease.—Lon-
n Free Press—May.

Landscape Gardening.

The usual accompaniments of refinement and
-ilization are displays of the fine arts, such as
inting, statuary, elegant cabinet works and
dhitectural decorations. These are all very
Il in their place, but there is another art
ich deserves a much higher position than 1s
nerally assizned to it by thuse who form therr
a3 of refinement by the display made 1 our
ies; we mean the art of landscape gardening.
¢ highest style of art consists m cultivating
ture in the best manner. No work of art is
lly beautiful which is not in accordance with
‘ural laws, and no peovple can hecome truly
ved who do not possess a tate for the beau-
“of nature.  The mest gified and cultivated
s have ever found delight in 1uval scenery.
the days of Augustus, when the Remans had
ined to a state of civilization nearly equal
hat enjoyed by us at the present day, land-
po gardening held a high position. ~In the
s of Virgil we can almost fancy that we
rthe hum of his bees, the bleating of his
ks and the murmurs of his fountains, as the
t sat at nooutide under a shady bower,
Jying the sight of cultivated fields. The
1 Newton took exquisite delight in his
er gavden, which was said to be the neatest
i Boglaad.  The gracelul lawns and beau-
lgardens attached to th: mansions of the
le and wealthy men of Burope are better
ences of true refincment than the monu-
ts of marble, the galleries of paintings and
gorgeous tempies of theiv cities. These
sare now bemg appreciated by our people.
the carly seitlement of aur cowntry, the
sgle was severe to subdue natwre in the
stform, so as 10 obtain the fruits of the
for the necessities of life. ‘The beauties of
-3s the handmaids of nature in rmal cultiva-
were then held in abeyauce to the rude
pressing demands of nccessity. But asu
_nal wealth has accumulated, ‘so has there
a_conuneundable search for enjoyment in
ational and elevated refinements of eultiva.
vature. The late Mr. Downing, whose
rand fame are world-wide, said, wrote, and
wch to spread abroad a taste for landscape
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gardening, and he was cminently suceessful i
his labors. Within the pust twenty-five years,
especially, there has been a vast increase of
general and individual wealth, and it affords us
gratification to witness a proportionate diffusion
of tuste for rural heauntics. A recent short tour
in some of the districts bordering on the Hud-
son river has impressed us most favorably re-
specting the growing taste for the sublime and
the beautiful in nature, combined with art. Go
where we may, we behold grassy lawps, like
beds of emeralds, surrcunding stately mansions.
Silver streams are trained to send forth their
sparkling showers from numerous fountains;
and the banks of our rivers are becoming as at-
tractive for highly-adorned scenery as those of
the Thames and the Rhine. We commend this
growing national taste for the beautiful in na-
ture, and exhort our people to indulge in it with
persevering enthusiam. The climate and soil of
the T'nited States are most favorable for supe-
rior landscape gardening. We hayve lofty moun-
tains, broad lakes, deep and noble rivers, fertile
vales and extensive plains and aun almost tropi-
cal vegetation; and these certainly are natural
advantages of the very highest order. American
travelers in Engzland used to speak with enthu-
siasm of the trim hedge rows, the neat fields,
and the high style of gardening displayed on
every hand; foreign travelers in America now
admit that the national taste for rural beauty is
not inferior to that displayed in Europe, and that
we are progressing to the attainment of the very
highest position for landscape gardening.—Sct-
entific American.

Tovrvespondente.

Farming in Iilinois.

* Evitor Acricurrvrist,—A party of Cana-
dians have just returned {rom an excursion to
which they were invited by the ofliceYs of the
INlinois Central Railway Co., and also of some
of the intersecting lines. All who availed them-
selves of the opportunity thus afforded them of
exploring the novelties of the Far West cannot
have failed being impressed with the unlimited
kindness and attention extended to them by
Mr. Austin, who on the part of the Illinois Cen-
tval, piloted them thvough their journeyings in
the prairies, and the unbounded hospitality with
which they were entertained by the residents of
the different localities where they were enabled
to make 2 pause in the rapid progress incident
to railway travel.

The main feature of novelty which must pre-
sent itself to any one visiting these prairie re-
gions is the hnmense extent of soil of uniform
composition.  For hundreds of miles the agricul-
turist sees nothing but the richest decomposed
vegetable mould of average depth of eighteen
inches, underlaid by a deep substratum of very
pure clay. This soil apparently has an unlimit-

ed capacity of producing Indian corn, and this



