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sélves mth damty meats, and’ fed thereupon very earnestl), hej
hftmg vp - hig mind from earthly matters ' and ‘meditating on-
- heatenly visions (to the great .admiration of those which were
present) brake forth into an exceeding laughter: and no man’ .
. presuming to enqujre- ‘the cause of his mirth, they all kept  silence .

 til dinner was ended. But after dmner as he was in his bed-
_chamber putting . off his solemne roabes, three of his Nobles, to
wit ‘earle Harold, an Abbot, and a Bxshop, being more familiar '
. with him then the residue followed him in‘and bouldly asked him

. what was thé occasion. of his laughter: for it seemed’ very strange ~
‘vnto them all; what should moue-him at ‘so- ‘solemne 3 time. and
assembly, while _others kept silence, to lauoh so. excessively. -

- saw (quoth- he) admu‘able things, and therefore laughed I not —_
without occasion. = Then they (as it is the common guise ofall

‘men) demaunded and ‘enquired the cause more earnestl), ‘humbly |
beseechmg him - that hee would vouchsafe to impart that secret

- vnto them. Whereupon musing a- long while' vnto himselfe; ‘at-

length he told them wonderfull things : namely that seuen Sleepers

.had rested in'mount Celius two hundred yeeres, lying vpon their o

right sides; but in the very houre of his laughter, that they turned

themselues on thelr left sides ; and that they should continue so . E

" lying for the space of 74 yeeres after ; being a dismal signe of
future calamitie vnto mankinde. * For all things should come to
passe within these 74. yeeres, which, as our. Sauiour Christ fore- .’
- ‘told vnto his disciples, were to be fulfilled about- the ‘ende of the
world : namely that nation should rise against nation, and king: -
_dome against kingdome, and that there should bee in many places ‘

earthquakes, pestllence, and famine, terrible apparitioffs.in the

heauens, and great signes, together with alterations of kingdomes, "
warres of infidels ‘against the Christians, and victories "of the -
' Christians agamst the infidels.. And-as they. wondered at- these

 relations, he declared vato them the passion of the seuen Sleepers,
. with the’ proportlon and shape of eaché of their bodies (which

things no man liuing had as then .committed vnto wntmg) and: .
" that so plainely and dlstmctly, as if he had conuersed a long time-
in their company. - Hereupon the earle sent a knight, the bishop
‘a clearke, the Abbot .a monke vnto Mamchcs the: Emperour of

Constantmople, with ‘the letters and gifts of their King. Who -

giuing -them friendly. ‘éntertainment, sent them ouer ¥nto the .
bishop-of Ephesus ; and wrote: his" letters vato him’ giuing him
charge, that the Enghsh Ambassadours mxght be admltted to seei




