
sêlves dàinty"meats, and, fed*, thereupon very earnestly lie
lifting vp - his i' ind from carthly . matters -and meditatirïg on -
heatienly'vis'ions (to.the great .admiration of those which were
present) brake. forth into. ah exceeding laughter: and'tio man'

f, they all kept silence
presùming, to enquire:the cause 0 his mirth,

til dinner was ended. But àfter dinner 'as heý was in his bed,
chamber putting, off'his solemne rôabes, three. of his Nobles,, té

wit -earle Harold, an -Abbot' and a Bïshop ýeing more fa'ilia.r
with him then "the residue followed hirù...în'and bouldly as.ked hirý

what wasthe'occasion, of his laughter: fôr it.seemeà very strange
vnto them allî what ýshouId moue-'him at so solemne à time -and

o'thers kept silence, to laugh so exéessively. 1.
sse bly, -,ýhile..
saw ýquoth,.he) -admirable -thingý, and therèfore laughed I not

without occgsi'on. *: Then they (aÈ. it is the common guise of -'all,
men)- demaunded and enqu'ired the cause -more e tly, humbly

besee . ching him.- that hee would vouchsafé.. tô impart ibat secret

ý,,,ýnto them... Whereupon musing.a long Whilè* vnto himselfé. at.

.1engt4 he told them wonderfull thin,,9:. nam«e'ly.thài seuen Sle.epers
bad rested in'raount CSlius two. hundred yéeres, lyingypon. their

right sides but'in. the. very hoPte of his. laugghter, that they turned
themseluës ontheir left sides;. and. that tbey should continué so

Iying for the space Of 74. yeerés after ý; bein a dismal signe ôf
future* calamitie vnto mankinde. ' For all,: things, should come to

passýe.within these.74. yéères, Y!hich, às'our. Sauiour Christ fore-
-told. - nt es, re to be fulfilled about. thè end of the

v o hîs discipl we e,

world.* namel'y that 'nation should r'ise azainst nation, and kin"
éme, -and.that::there shbuld bee in m 'l

dome against kingd a.ny p aces
> earthquakes, pestilence,. 'and famine, terrible apparitioils'. in' the

heauens, and great. signes, together with glferatiorisý of kingeomes,
warres of infidels 'against' thé Christians, ànd: victories''.of the

Christiaiis against the infidels. And -as they .wondered ai - these,
relations, he df-cl-àred vnto them the passion of -the séuen Sleepers,

Mth the propo'rtiôn and shapè, of eaché of their bodies (which.
th co'mitted vnto; writin

thingsîno maný liuing had as. en. m, g rfd

that sô plàinèly ý and.distinctly, as. if he hàd. bonuersed a long timé
r H' pon the earle'sent a.-knii!ht.the ýbishQ

in-. th.ei * compàny., ereu P
clearke, -the Abbot , a monke vnio Maniches -the - Em ur of

Constantinople,' with the j e*ttersý and gifts; of thé.ir Kingý.* Who

lning theni friendly , entertainmerit, sent them ouer- ivrito. the.
bishop - of Ephesus ; and wrote ý his letters vnto hi* ' i i him

charge, that the En ish A.mbassado'urs mi t be admitted to, see.
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