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tle Wby prognosticate misfortune which I cannot be- and great surprises-very great surprises !-in-
mes liece in? deed, we are never surprised at any thing we may

îte "Wait and see, Oliver," is all she answers. hear or sec-"
2 It is a bright, cold day when theycarry Colo- " Ilao this any thing to do with the will ?"

the nel Mordaunt to his grave in the quiet church- says Irene, with an imp'oring glance at Oliver,ton yard of Priestley. Irene is anxious to attend the who immediately addresses the lawyer:
s a funeral, but ber wish is overruled by Oliver, who "AWe are exceedingly obliged for your senti-foresees that if she does so, his aunt Isabella, and monts, Mr. Carter, but Mrs. Mordaunt wouId pre-

a -, probably Mrs. Quekett, will follow heèéexample, . fer your proceeding to business. You must re-rit and make a scene during the ceremony. lie .member this is the first time she lias ventured
le' could trust Irene, but ho cannot trust the others; down-stairs."

el and, like most .young men, ho bas a righteous "Ah! of course; I have to beg your pardon,
for horror of a scene. % So he persuades the youîng madiam-and yet, under the circumstances, per-we a idow to remain at home, and is himself chief haps- Well, well, then " (with a more cheerful
i. mourner. It is not a grand funeral, but it is a air)-" to business. Not but what my remarksvery imposing one, followed by almost all the oere made with a view in-that direction. I bave

pate members of the hunît, with Sir John Coote at their a document here, the'contents'of whieh I think
iM, head; and it gratifies Iren~e to sec how much her are unknown to most present. it il in fact I
at a husband was held in consideration by those who far " (with a glance at Irene overliis spectacles),knew him most intimately. At last it is over. "prove to be one of those surprises to which Vami. Oliver is back again ; the visitors, with the ex- alluded on first taking my place among you-"
a in ception of Sir John, have dispersed, and the family "It will not prove, perhaps, so great a sur-

are ieft te themselvea. prise as you anticipate," says Irenie, in a clearsed Three o'clock bas been fixed for the reading cold voice that makes Mrs. Quekett- start. "Atof the will, atid, as the hour strikes, Irene, dressel any rate, we are assembled to hear it."
npt. her deep mourning, with -Tommy clinging to "As vou will, madam-as you will," returns

tiî her hand, comes down-stairs for the first timc Mr. Carter, somewhat nettled. " I only wished
sd i sce her bereavement, and, walking into th- to spare you an unpleasant shock."
ty a dining-room on Oliver RaIston's arm, takes the "A shock for Mrs. Mordaunt! What can he'sit chair which he wheels forward for ber, and seats mean ?" exclaims Sir John Coote, quickly.ugh herself in the'centre of the circle. She bows to The house-keeper smiles furtively, and smooths
3 for the company generally as she enters, but s 0'ook crape upon ber dress-sleeve.at no one but the lawyer, though she is co scious, " Sir John, I must entreat you to be quiet and

oIld without seeing it, that Mrs. Quekett is î * et Mr. Carter proceed," says Irene. "Whateveronlr rearly opposite to her, with her elbow rest g may be in store for me, be assured that I am quiteSi easily upon the table, and a satisfied, mali ant able to bear it."
tite saile of coming triumph fixed upon ber ounte- Sir John exchanges glances of aitonishinent

nanc. Mr. Carter hums and has as h unfolds with Oliver.
og the parchment. 1 You are to go on," says the latter roughlyo bt Why do lawyers always "h um" a d "ha te the lawyer. Ou which the reading of the will

Dent efore they read a will? Are they ne ous by is commenced and finished without further inter-ioo nale (they ought not to be), or is the p uliari- ruption.
ty al to supposed to add dignity to their It is very brief and very explicit. It com-t ion, or portance to their charge ? It is a mences with a bequest of five thousand pounds tofact Chat the always do so. bis sister Isabella Mordaunt, and goes on to leave

Fen Mr. Carter, being no exception the rule, ail the remainder of his property, funded andelears his throat until he makes h mself quite personal-his bouse and lands, and plate and
icer, hoarse, and is obliged to ask for a gl s of water. furniture--to his illegitimate son Olivèei generallywil Then he gives two or three final ' oughs as a known as Oliver Raiston, on condition.f his tak-e and-up, and proceeds to make ee1llowing ing the name of Mordaunt. Of Irene, from b.
tg. gafning to end, not a syllable is mentioned i

eh a Life is very uncertain," ommences Mr. How do they receive it?
Ctio arter, as he smooths out the creàses in the parch- As the words, one after another, drop nmark-ent, "ha fact, there is nothing certain in life. e4iv frorm the lawyer's lips, the house-keeper mayne? e are used to great changes in our profession, be observed to turn'uneasily upon, her seat-she
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