~ His son was meanwhile quietly pursuing his studies at school
and unconsciously fitting himself for the battle of life that was
before him. - The boyhood of Robert Baldwin was remarkably
free from incident. There is absolutely nothing to tell about
this portion of his life, except. that he attended the Home Dis-

trict Grammar School in “College Square,” as it was called -

where he received all the education he ever acquired. This
- seat of learning was situated a short distance to the north-east
of the present site of St. James's Cathedral, and was presided

over by Dr.—afterwards Bishop—Strachan. We find “Robert -

Baldwin’s name in a class list of that institation published in
-'1816. Three years later (in 1819) we find that he was the -
“head boy,” and that he delivered the “ prologue ” at a public
- examination held at the ‘school on the 11th of August. - The
prologue ‘bears internal evidence of having been composed by .
- Dr. Strachan himself.”  Among other scholars who attended the
~ school and took part in the exercises at this date we find several -

~~ whose names have since become well known in Toronto and its

- neighbourhood. Glancing down the leaf at random, we read

the names of Thomas Ridout, Wm. McMurray, Saltérn, Givens,

- William Boulton; Richard Oates, Francis Howard, Abraham
~ Nelles, James Baby, Allan Macaulay, and Warren Claus. The
testimony of Robert Baldwin’s school-fellows goes to show that-
 he was even in those early days a rather shy, retiring youth,
little adicted to boyish sports, and never known to take part in
freaks of mischief. His thoughts seemied to come to him slowly,

and his perceptive faculties were not very acute. His mind ’/ a

- seems to have matured late. Dr. Strachan pronounced him the™

most diligent pupil in the establishment, and prophesied that'if

.. he'ever made his mark in the world it would be rather by rea- -

R son of his industry and close application than from the natural .
quickness of his parts. As is generally the case, the boy in this
* i~stance was father to the man. His industrious habits clung

to him throughout his life; and his triumphs were won by means

- of persistent and untiring exertion, rather than by natural
_ aptitude for public life. In this same year (1819) he entered -

upon the study of the law in his father’s «ffice, and was called ° :

- to the Bar in Trinity Term, 1825. He immediately entered
. into- partnership with his father, the style of the firm being
- “W.W. Baldwin & Son> =~ - o
.~ Meanwhile a great change had taken place in the pecuniar
circamstances of Dr. Baldwin. He had, as we have already
- seen, been more than moderately successful in his professional




