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Whole Japanese Squadron Mey
Go Bauth to Meet Admirsl
Rojestvensky,

Kamimura Wil Slgnaf’ﬂﬁproaeh
of Russian Secund wecific
8quadron,

Lines In the North are in Close
Touch But no Serlous
Engagement,

ONDON, - Dec. - 24.—Telegraphing
roml‘okno the mespo:den; oL
> ne. !

i . Tk

. Who is ‘feported to nave
gone ‘south with "a_ sgquadron. of power-
ful eruisers; notifying if of the ap-
proach of the Russian wsecond - Pacific
Squ the whole Japanese fleet
‘wihich has been operating at Port Ar-
sihup-: be ready to' proceed south on
a. 8 ‘motice to give battle, )

5. St. Petersburg, - Dec. 23.—It is re-
ported that Grand Duke Viadimir will
be appointed - president of the Council
of the Empire, being sncceeded as com-
mander-in-chief of the Imperial Guard
by th.nd Duke Nicholas Nicholale-
viteh,, ¢
Mukden, Deec. 23—Volunteers the
night of December 21st occupied Japa-
mese trenches opposite their positions.
Three trenches were:evacuated by the
Japanese with searcely ‘a fight... The
victors were surprised to find a box
lying in plain view, which they opened
carefully, fearing that it might contain
explosives, but they found in it wine,
biscuits and sweets. e s
Moscow, Dec.: 23.—V. Bu Craznesky,
correspondent . of the Russkay . Slava,
has just arrived at San Francisco after
a long and hazardous trip through Ja-
pan, where he traveled as am American
journalist under the mname of- Percy
Palmer. He undertook the journey to
ascertain the real situation of affairs in
the enemy’s country. He had a com-
plete American outfit amd arranged to
have letters forwarded from various
cities in the United States. He has

telegraphed to the Russkay Slava from |

San - Francisco that he visited Yoko-
hama, Tokio, Sasebo and several other
cities, photographed the Russian- prison
camp, examined the hospitals, fortress
and workshops.

He is bringing home a ‘mass of ma-
terial which will make many interesting
stories. H:’ s:zs his most dangerous
moment was when he me
Russian _prisopers. ' If ‘he hads
}-‘ecoegnind Qne of L be would
4 a (e a

St

]
¥

with -heavy losi . A
Sinall details of Russians nightly at-
tack Japamese outposts and patrols,
but with small snccess, é
Mukden, Nov. 21; — (Corretpondence
Associated Press.—Apparently there is
little personal | animosity ‘toward’ the
Japanese among the European Russians.
The Russian reservist goes vut to.fight
simply because the Emperor wills it and
takes litfle interest in the political rea-
sons involved in the strmggle. But with

the Siberians it is different.  “Phe war|"

is closer to their pative soil and .they re-
gard the Japanese as their natural ene-
mies.

For this reason the only animosity
that has been displayed toward the J- -
anese wounded has been in those hos-
pitals where there were a majority of
Siberiaps. The Sisters of Mercy., on
the other hand, have showed a decided
partiality for Japanese patients, and
there ‘has bean some jealousy aroused
among the Siberians who thought the
Jepanese were getting “the best of it
af the hands of the nurses.

Most of the Jarauese wounded have,
therefore, been placed in the hospitals
with Russian eoldiers. The Finns, al-
most alone of the Europeans, take inter-
est in the policies of the fighting, but
they make none the worse soldiers for
that.

Ope of the most inexplicable things to
the Russian soidier is the “fact that the
Japanese commits suicide when endan-
gered with defeat. There are so many
eye-witness reports of“this nature that
it is impossible to discredit them all.
Japanese officers esnecially seem to make
a practice of savmg their last cartridge
for themselves. A Russian under the
circumstances woula rather go down
fighting, leaving his enemies to do the
killiug if he thought. thare was noth-
In the
capture of Poutiloff (Lone Tree) his es-
pecially there were a mumber of such
cases.

Wuen the Japanese batteries were
captured oue officer shot himself across
his gnu.  Apother drew his sword and
fenced at the empty air until he was
¢hiot. s During the same fight fwo wvil-
lages occupied by the Japanese were
surrounded and burned. Numbers of the
Jap=.++ cwxined quietly in the hucs
and were burned to-death. A Russian
officer hauled two Japanese prisoners
out of a blazing hut, but one sl.i]pped»
back and perished in the flames.” Japa-
nese officers were found in the huts
after the. fight, burned to death or suf-
focated,; sitting in chairs as if they had
been quietly awaiting their doom.
Correspondence of -Assoclated Press.

Mukden, Nov. 25.—Wild and rongh as
are the "Cossacks, they are very senti-

and susceptible to emotion. A
most striking sight was that of the
whole. of Mist: o’s division paying
mﬂect 10 the remains of the four Coe-
sacks killed below Sind
his: staff vv;r,e &ehre,th :

i * whi e men belonged,
was accorded the &we of _honor. There
were no coffinsg ies. being wra&-
ped in straw, imt smothered with wi
flowers that ghastly bloodstains soaking
through the covering were hidden till
the corpses were interred. The church-
Iy moeessories were scanty. On an old
table; bought from a .deserted Chinese,

_ ~was placed a regimental dkon, and be-

fore it -4 single wax .candle.

The mie.:t‘gof the Barnaulski regi-
ment officiated, and when he took his
placa betore the tahle, the ovder. “Hats
off,” was passed down the line .ond
Mistelvenko. setting the example, ‘wn-
covered mnd howed bis head. wlile the
‘mien knelt. barebeaded, eack with his
-earbine between his knees.. The temple
was in a valley with green hills rising
on the gide. The seryice, simple but
niferting, was soon over.. The priest
blesed the hodies and they were raised
ion the Bhonlders and borne up the hill
nast the s nnd the 'l'nn;l hyﬂl.
L »  Miatshanka and |
e s Tt i

: threw in

toroughont the Hast

3 8, to com-

g{ on the dead or wound-

who may fall into - their

hands;and, so far as I have ever heard,

this mandate has been obser 3

before. the “day was out we had an-

other ekirmish with the Japanese, and

I heard that every man cut a cross ou
liis cartridge before firing. i

SOUND CEMENT FACTORY.
Plans Prepared for the Ereetion of One
Near City of Seattle. ;

Plans have been perfeéted for the
érection of a cement factofy at some

I nlace along Puget Sound, with business

oftices and headguarters in this city. The
new company will be known as the Pu~'

according to articles of ineorporation
which are mew being prepared in the
cflice of a local attorney.
W W. Butler; of this city, has, for
scme time endeavored to interest East-
e men of experience in such an enter-
pri-— and has finally secured the co-op-
eretion of a Mpr. Miller, who has cou
ducted - several  large cement miils
= “Toea-
ticn of the ‘mills and the quarries will
be made known just as soon as the legat
transfers are madé and title ‘passes to
tte new company, Representatives of
prominent Eastern machine houses are
now in the eity, prepared to figure on
the estimates, and coutracts for the erec-
tion of the plant will be let as soon ¢
the plans can be prepared.

P R 5
COMOX NOTES:

Miss Bessie Macdonald returned
Wednesday after an absence - of elght
weeks, during which time she visited
friends in Seattle, Victoria and Nanaimo.

last

A most enjoyable concert and Christmas
tree was held in the Comox hall on Thurs-
day - last, the .oceasion being the closing
of the school and a presentation of gifts
to the little scholars. The first part of
the evening was taken up Wwith songs,
drills, etc., by the children, all the par-
ticipants taking their parts most credit-
ably, particularly little Ambrose Moore;
after which a very amusing farce, ‘“The
Silent Protector,” was presented, all the
characters being very well taken, particu-
larly: those by Mrs. Smith and Mr. Chas.
Westrup. A delightful dance, which last-
ed well into the small hours of the morn-
ing, brought a most successful entertain-
ment to a close.

Mrs. Moffett, Mrs. McKenzie and Mrs.
Lucas ‘deserve great credit for the splendid
arrangements and  the very delicious sup-
per served during the evening., .

Residents of Comox regret very much
the news that Esqdimalt is in future only
to have one ship, as the business from the
various ships means volumes to the coun-
try at large.

Mr. J. B. Holmes has still falth in the
beaunties of Comox, and is busily engaged
fixing his new hotel, which he hopes to
throw open to the public on the New Year.

Day’s Happening-

-A_ Special Hydmmphlc Suryey
to Be Made:ia British
co“’mﬂo

-~

Ottawa, Dec. 23.—The return of T.
F. Duncans and W.- H. Galliher will be
gazetted tomorrow. :
Monday, December 26th and January
2nd have been declared public holidays
for the civil service.

Following the decision of the depart-
ment of marine and fsheries to take full
control of hydrographic work in Canada,
it is the intention to precure a special
hvdrograpuic survey operation in Brit-
ish Columbia.

The remains of the late F. X. St
Jacques were laid at rest in Notre Dame
Roman Catholi¢ cemetery this morning
under circumstances of the most pathetic
character. Though there was consider-

able misunaerstanding as to whether or
not the funeral would be private, a great
number of citizens went tonight in a
bimding snowstorm to pay a last trib-
ute to one of Ottawa’s representative
men. There was no funeral service, a
fact which ocaused ' considerable com-
ment. As stated last evening, it was
intended to have church services, but
while the deceased came of Catholic
parents, he was an active member of
Fidelity Lodge, A. F. & A. M.. The
church authorities decided to allow the
holding of the accustomed requiem ser-
vices, and as the Masonic fraternity was
not consulted by the family, when the
.decision of the church people was made
known they had to stand aloof, Before
the body was removed from the house
Mr. Bohu, an old employee of the de-
ceased in the Russell Cafe, Trecited the
rosary in the nresence of immediate
relatives. Then the cortoge forued
and proceeded ‘to the cemetery where
interment took place. There were no
.prayers at the graveside. The chief
mourners were brothers of the deceased,
Samuel Henry and Hillard St. Jacques.

The working expenses for the Inter-
colonial railroad during the four months
ending October 31st amonnted to $2,-
768,472 and receipts to $2,473,977, leav-
inr a deficit for the period named of
$294,405.

Mr. Howden, superitendemt of dredg-
ing is to go- to- Great Britain to study
designs of dredges that are built there.

Sir Fredericik Borden returned to the
citv to day.

James A. Smart, deputy-minister of
the jnterior, has res His resigna-
tion will take effect January 1st;, when
he will be succeeded by W. W. Cory.

The reports from Washington in re-
gard to réciprocity are eorrect insofar
as they state that there is. no feeling
in favor of taking up the subject in
Camada. There will be mo summoning
of the joint high commission® in. the
mnear future. 'As a matter of fact, ne
aneh commisrion exists. There is no
British commissioner and the only Can-
adian - commis er left who is avail-
able is Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

. THRILLING RESCUE.

New York. Dec. 23.~The fate a¢ the
79-ton Sydney. C. B.. echooner Josie M,
Caiderwood, whirh  sailed from Dal-
honsie. early.in. November, was ]_aamed
today when the German steamer Bav
‘eolona. eame in with @ _story of a thrill-
fng resene: at sea, The captain and
fonr men compogine  the crew of the
Calderwood. Were taken from their lit-
tle craft after a frightfn] evnerionze,
~when, thev were ready to ‘abandim home

The Bareelona chme tipon. the ‘Caler. !

ved. But]

wet Sound Portland Cement €ompany, |

CHURCH BURNED.

‘Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 23.—The bean-
tiful new Icelandic church on Nona
street, erected last summer and occu-
bied ‘only a month, was destroyed by
fire this afternoon.

ek L R
SIGNED THE TRBEATY.

Madrid, Deec. 23.—The ministerial
ecouncil has signed the American Span-
mh arbitration treaty.

s L e
'‘DISASTER NEAR PARIS.

Paris, Dec. 28.—During a fog which
cutapletely disorganized trafic the Lon-
d'on-Boulogng express ran- into :the Lille
express  outside the north station, smash-
ing the last carriage of the Lille ex-
press. Six corpses have been recovered
and it is feared that more are injured.
All the victims are French.

RO A G
PLAYS BASKETBALL.

Ohic:ago, Ill., Dec. 23.—The Central
. M. 0." A. Basketball team, which
holds the second place in the world's
champions..p and the first place in the
National Y. M. C. A. championship,
will play at Toronto, Ont., December
20uh; Hamilton, Ont., .December 80th,
424, Loudon, Qnt, Decomber $1gt,.,,
£ o8

London Gossip
By The Cable

King Edward Hesitated to Ap.
pruve of Plan of Colonlal
Naval Reduction,

Kingston Ireland Dockyard Is
Ctosed Down - - Minto Ad-
dresses Meeting,

London, Eng., Dec. 23.—Cabies from
Toronto say a sensation has been caused
in Canada by the Imperial government’s
determination to withdraw the naval
and the military forces from Canada.
t is understood on high authority that
the hang anticipated the feeling when
his ministers submitted the scheme and
greatly hesitated to approve of the plam.
He only withdrew shis opposition when it
was proven beyond all doubt that a re-
distribution of the navy would give the
Canadian Atlantic coasts protection
from the home and channel fleets and if
necessary from the Mediterranean fleet
far exceeding anything hitherto known
and, of jcourse, infinitely greater than
the absurdly ineffective protection of the
present North American squadron which
does not boast of a single battleship ad-
miral. They assured the King that
within five days from whenever danger
arose such a tremendous fleet of battie-
ships could be, brought into Canadian
waters as would overwhelin any con-
celvable énemy. Orders have conse-
uently gone out from the admiralty fot
fhe withdrawal of practically the whole
‘American squadron. = The eXpactation
is that the smallest possible amount of
erinal money wil be spent in the fu-
tare. .o

Owing to naval reorganization, the ad-
: iSsue ers that the King

L.

Lord Minto addressed ¥ deputation
from a south of Scotland chamber of
commerce at Hawick railway station.
He expressed- the hope that Canada and
the empire generally will all pull tegeth-
er and render that prosperity as greet
in the future as in the past few years.
Munto. had -acknowledged the: reception.
The Canadian National Anthem was
sung.
bl L g L B
SMUGGLER SURRENDBRS.

New York, Dec. 23.—Charged with
having smuggled 934 pounds of tobacco
into .the United States from Canads,
and indicted by the federal grand jury
in "Michigan. B. Hyman today surren-
dered ‘himself to  United States m-
missioner Shields and was held in
$1,000 bail for examination. The eharge
is made that' Hyman took the tobacco,
valued dt $3,000, from a bonded ware-
house in New York, shipped it to Can-
ada and then smuggled it into the
United States. Hyman denies the
charge.

ROW AMONGST
THE PUGILISTS

“Battling” Nelson Claims He Is
Defrauded of a Large
-Sum,

San Franeisco, Dec. 23.—“Battling”
Nelson, the pugilist believing that he
has been defrauded of the bulk of the
receipts.of .as recent glove countest to-
day swore out warrants against his man-
ager Ted Murphy, and Eddie Santry,
formerly ius sparring partner, accusing
them of embezzlement of $7,271.. Bail
in each case was fixed at $25,000 bonds,
or $10,000 casi. Both Murphy and San-
try were placed under arrest in Stock-
ton on their arrival from this city east-
ward bound. They will be brought here
to answer the charge.

Stockton, Dee. 23.—Murphy and San-
try, who have arrived here., profess in-
mnocence of the charge of embezzlement
brought against theém by “Battling”
Nelson.

—_—0

HOW INDIANS TELEGRAPHED.

Field and Stream.

- With their body-robes of finely tanned
buffalo hide held, lowered, dropped and
swung in certaln well-known pecullar
ways, the Indian scouts and watchers used
to telegraph thence to the distant villages
of the presence of strangers or enemies
in the country, of the approach of the
buffalo bands. and of the return of war
and hunting parties.

If the camp was too distant for the
blanket signal to be made out, the informa-
tion was communicated by fires at night
and by pillars and halloon-shaped puffs of
smoke by day. discernible to the distance
of at least fifty miles. When-the traders
came up the Missouri river, the -Indian

‘| scout added the small, circular hand mirror

to his meagre but all-sufficient outfit, and
in time learned to communicate with the
distant friends by flashes of sunlight. The
first. Indian hunter or horse-herder Wwho
canglit the danger signal from the lookout
station repeated it to the village by riding
his horse furiously in a eircle or by some
similar sign.

AR Al VA B P b i
ANNIVERSARY GIFT.

Berlin, Dec. 28.—The cities of Schles-
wig and Holstein are arranging to pur-
chase and present to Emperor William
and Empress Augusti Vietoria at their
spproaching silver wedding anuiverdary
‘the house fn Hamburg in which the Em-

years,

d when she sras theee Adays out from press spent & number of lLiar c¢h'\dhood

Baltimore. on Noyembeér 28.

TUESDAY,

China mén

to Get Mongolians to United
States.

to the ‘Malne
Border.

e e

The S8ame 8cheme Was Woirked
Successfully Several
Years Ago.

ASHINGTON, Dec. 23.—Infor-
mation- has reached the immi-

bring into this country Chimese, who in
the regular order of events might be re-
fused aamission. The-proposition is to
take the Chinamen from China to Liver:
pool, and then through to New York via
Halifax or St. John. At Rouse’s point
on theborder, no detention house of the
immigration service tig-located, and the
Chinese entering the'country there would
not be subject to the: ivestigation of
the immigration board of inspectors.
They would be searched, however, by
United States marshals, but this pro-
ceeding would bring the case in due
course before the United States Commis-
sioner. . Bach Chinaman would be pro-
vided with papers indicating that he
was a resident of this country and had
a right, therefore to return to it. Such
papers, the officials asesrt, are not diffi-
cult to obtain.

The same schemé was worked suc-
cessfully several vears 'ago along the
Canadian border until broken up by the
establishment of detention houses.

SE R R Y P
A ROUGH' PASSAGE.

Boston, Mass,, Dec. 23.—The belat-
¢1 Leyland steamer Caledonia, Captain
Slater, arrived here today after a rough
passage of sixteen days from Man-
chester. During the 4rip not more than
six hours ‘of good iveather prevailed.

EXPLORE ARCTIC ROUTE.

St. Petersburg, Dee, 22.—The admir-
alty is perfecting arrangements to des-
pateh as soon as the ‘glr is over an ex-
pedition headed bv Admiral Vilchitsky,
chief of, the hydrographic bureau, to

the Far Hast, especially with reference
to the question of ice blocks in Kara
straits. The expedition is expected to
require from three to fi¥e years to com-4
{lete its work. i

FORMER PRINCESS
STILL AT LEIPSI6

Chiideen>

Leipzig, Dee. - 23.—Countess - Montig-
noso, formerly Crown Princess Iouise,
is stil here. Inquiries at the villa of
Dr. Zehme, counsel for the Countess,
brought an answer from the attorney’s
wife that the Countess was not yet in a
condition to travel. The mental excite-
ment of the past few days has told se-
verely on her pnysical strength, It
seems that the Countess was overcome

by a sudden impulse to see her children,
and left Florence without inferming her
pLarents at Salgburg or anybody in Sax-
ony. The Countess was accompanied
from " Dresden to Leipzig by Chief of
Polire Dresdeham, who was met at the
station by a high police officer of Leip-
zig. The countess made the impression
on the erowds at the station that she
was suffering from despondeney.

It is firmly denied here that the Sax-

on government has issued an order for
the expulsion of the Countess of Sax-
eny.
" The semi-official Dresdener Anzeiger
today adopts an icy tone to the Countess
of Montignoso in discussing ‘her at-
tempt to see her children. The paper
says her contract with the court should
have given the Countess to understand
that her wish to see them would not be
gratified and that her duty is to take
the consequences of her former beha-
viour and avoid doing anything to dis-
turb public opinion at the Saxon capi-
tal.

Another journal says that the Coun-
tess purposed seeing the King as well as
her chiwdren, and that the King's repre-
sentative informed her that the meeting
was impossible.

Much excitement prevails over an ex-
pression wmch the Countess is said to
have let drop. She is reported to have
said: “I love my Saxon land. I am
coming back soon.”

This utterance possibly refers to a
conditional course given to the Countess
by the King's representative at ler
hotel here. It is creditably asserted that
His Majesty’s representative toud her
that she mignt hope to see her children
after the excitement in the kingdom had
further subsided and the children had
been prepared beforehand for her visit.

NO SIGN OF THE
FO6 CLEARING

London 8iill Enveloped by Black
Vapor and Treflic Is
Suspended,

London. Deec.

the fog shows no sign of clearing.

The fog in London
disappeared  this
a  westerly
the coasts
the dislocation of traffie. ‘According to
a telegram from Liverpool at 10 o’clock
this anorning the White Star line steam=
ers Oceanic ‘and Cedric were still fog-
bound in the Mersey.

The vessels,” said to be the Hamburg-
American line steamer Pretoria, report-
ed last might with others as being fog-
bound in the Mersey, was not the Pre-
toria, but the Allan liner Pretorian,
bonud - from Liv. I for St. John.
The Pretoria, ‘having . Leroy 8.
Chadwick, of Cleveland, Ohio, and his
daughter among her passengers, was
Inst reported leavmisBoulowne; Sur-
Mer, on December for New
and is due December 28 or 29.

afternoon
breeze.

- Have Plan

e s 3

8magglers Devise New Scheme

Go via Liverpool and Hallfax

gration authorities of a scheme*_
it 48’ propoRed o

thoroughly explore the Arctic route toI

= " Taulclde. -

23.—Late tonight va-
rious steamships are still detained, bat
practically

show a continuance of

York,

DECEMBER 27, 1904.

SALE IS<APPROVED.

New York & Ottawa.Railway Trans-
ferea for $1,000,000.

New York, Dec. 23.—Judge Lacombe,
in the United States Circuit court to-
day, signed an order approving  the
sale on December 22 in St. Regis Falls,
N. X.; by Chas. Garish, special master
in-chancery, of the New York & Ottawa

lway pany to Johmn Carstens,
who bid the property in for $1,000,000,
The road is in the upper lake region
in 8t. Lawrence and Franklin counties
of New York state, and is 71 miles in
length.

The sale Was the result of ‘an action
beguu by the Morton Trust Company,
the trustees of the road’'s mortgage
bonds, for foreclosure. A mumber of
the stockholders opposed the fore
closure, but the Federal court ordered
the special master-in~chancery to  sell,
The purchaser receives the road, with
alt its equipment, 9,910 shares out of
an issue of 10,000 shares for the capi-
tal stock of ‘the company, which is a
Oanadian. corporation; 2,495 shares out
of an issue of 2,500 of the ecapital stock
of the Cornwall Bridge Company, a
New Jersey corporation, amd $275,000
of the second mortgage bonds of the
railway company.

Day’s Happenings
' At Vancouver

A Contractor Named Horrlbln
Had What ‘May Prove a
Fatal Fall.

A Real Estate Deal — the Nicela
Valley Railway Project
Favored,

1

From Our Owna Corresponders, %

Vancouver, Dec. 28.—What may
prove = fatar accident occuared this
morning & rew manutes after 11 o’clock.
A contractor by the name of Horribin,
Wwiho lives iu Mount Pleasant, was in-
specting a ¢himney on the oia Mausonic
nali bwlding, four storeys high, when
e fell to the ground. So great was the
torce of his fall that toe boards of
the sidewalk were broken. “he man
fell on his face and was very badly
bruised about the head, and it would
seewm that 4 number of bones were brok-
jen. e was unconscious when taken
‘to the City bospital in one of the Hud-
son’s Bay Oompany’s delivery wagons,
l«me ambpulance not arriving tili some
i time after, as is usually the case.
Steve Jones toaay paid $45.000 cash
ifor a Jot on the northwest coruner of
Hastings and Homer streets, owfled by
‘Dayid Speucer, Victoria.

The body of a Japanese was found
today at North Vancouver with a bullet
in the meck, It ‘is probably @ case of

“f will certalnly build the Njeola
valley woad if the provincial govern-
ment will do only as much as the¥ have

fo encourage other roads in the
province.” Tthis statement was made
to the Colonist correspondent by E. C.
Loss. Mr, Loss is a guest at the Hotel
Vancouver, - He said, in answer to nu-
‘mérous  quéstions: *‘L° have just come
rfrom A vmn-:« 4 refal-inspeetion- of  the.
mnd‘ route ,of the m the
- ; hlhé Et Yoy Oﬂ;he R
Nicola - valley, past
mine properties and past all the wide
coal areas,” I have t out the in-
terests of A. Jukes, H. y and asso-
ciates., Of course, having t* them
out, 1 showed my willingness to take
a chamce on building the road. That is
| my business, buﬂdini] railways. The
name of the firm is K. C. Loss. This
is the undertaking compamy, the finan-
cia} company .is a4 different concern and
its identity is only knmown to the bank.
+ L will say. this, -that the bank named
'will be sufficient guarantee to those
whose business it is to consider my
bona fides that the money is. awailable
to build the road at any time. Sheuld
the provincial government show . some
slight deusire to aid us, say $5,000 a mile
for the first fortyfive miles, we will
build the. road. This might be done
by shifting the bonus from some road
that will never be built to the Nicola
valley road, which will be built within
eighteen months after the aid is prom-
ised. 1 did a section of the work on
the Lachive canal for the government;
! this was a $5,000,000 job.”

A CRISIS IN
MOROCCO AFFAIRS

Powers Have Notified all For-
eigners to Quit Fez at
Once.

Paris, Dec. 24.—The correspoudent
'at Tamgier of the Matin says that,
after calling at the French mission,
| the ministers of the several powers or-
dered all the people of their nationali-
ties to quit Fez. 2
i Paris, Dez. 28.—The foreien office con-
! siders the situation in Morocco to be ex-
|tremely grave. The Sultan’s dismissal
of his French and other military ad-
visers has been followed by a number of
other acts showing his inteution to in-
terrupt the execution of the French
policy. Accordingly the French minister
at Tangier has been instructed to se-
cure the withdrawal from the Meoroccan
capital of the French consul, the com-
mander and all the members of the mil-
itary mission and all the French citizens
unless the Sultan vacates his previous
offensive action, and offers suitable ex-
planation. 3
The French -minister has been in-
structed to communicate this to the
Sultan at the same time he notifies the
consul, military men and citizens to pre-
pare to depart. :
I'he officials here say that no definite,
miilitary or naval steps, have yet been
taken as these await the Sultan’s re-
spouse to the minister’s demand, but a
demonstration in force will follow if a
su’'table explanation and reparation are
not promptly given.

T b SR LR
UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH.

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., Dec. 23.—The
tug Reid has returned from Cariboo isl-
and after an unsuccessful search for W.
0. Demers, lightkeeper there, and Fred
Pelletier Demers, assistant, who have
not been heard of for several weeks.
There was so sign of life of any kind on
the island, and it is feared that the
two0 men perished i an attempt to reach
ihe north shore in a small boat.

P I 1 AN
SEIZE AMMUNITION.

London, Deg. 24.—The Times corre-
spondent - at . Peking reports that the
Chinese have seiged at the Fengtai sta-
t'on near Peking, three million rounds of
Russian ammunition consigned to a Rus-
sian, fiom at Tientsin and evidently, de-
signed for ) Port Arthur.. The ammuni-
tion was / concealed- in bales of wood
from Ka}mm on cammels, }

14 At the

. gh the |
Nickel Plate

' Australia that three Japanese officers

SALT SPRING GOSSIP.

Closing Exercises of Scheols—Personal
Notes of Island Residents.

Salt Spring Island, B. C., Dec. 19.—
The local items of news at this Yule-
tide season may be chronicled thus:
There is a gemeral preparation among
the people for the - Christmas festival
and one and all seem ready to wish each
other the customary compliments,  ‘“a
merry Christmas and a. happy New
Year”

. The citizens of the north end of the
island, in the Vesuvius Bay neighpor-
od mlltfexge an entertainment amd

Tistmas 1 presents to the juveniles
on Wednesday, 21st. x

Several dialogues and recitationg will
be rendered by local talent in the art
of entertaining, including Misses Mouat,
Jenkins, Nightingale and Leask.

The six schools on the island held
their closing exercises on the 16th inst.,
and the teachers have gone to visit
friends in adjoining towns. In Vesuvius
school  the pupils passed a review ex-
amination, written and dral, on arithme-
tie, bookkeep@ng, history, geography,
grammar, hygiene and spelling; also in
addition some humorous- readings and
recitations were given by the juveniles
to vary the routine of the ordinary pro-
gramme of studies.
the “close the ' teacher, Mr. S,
Moore, B. A, presented the children
with - Cliristmas ‘cards as symbolic of
good wishes and souvenirs of the ses-
sion “of 1904, ¢

Mrs. H. Stevens, of “Churchill Farm®”
has been in- St. Joseph’s hospital, Vie-
toria, for the past two weeks. Doctors
‘Hall and Jones performed a surgical
operation for ah abscess. The latest re-
ports received state she is gradually be-
coming convalescent, and we hope to
welcome her home ere long in good
health, 5
7.«I\Ix-..Arthur Walter, jun., & pupil of
\1(:tor1.a High school, is spending “the
holidays with his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
A. Walter.

Messrs. May and Young, carpenters,
of the firm of Haslam & Co., Nanaimo,
are busy building \a Methodist church
in “Central  Settlement,”  between
Ganges Harbor and Vesuvius Bay. The
edifice will cost about $600 and the
building committee are supplied with the
shekels for the payment.

Mr. W. H. Bullock, a gentleman
rancher of the island, is spending the
winter with friends in Eugland.

FINE EDIFICE DESTROYED.

Winnipeg, Dee. 23.—The Icelandie
Lutheran church, destroyed by fire to-
day, was dedicated only last June. Tt
cost $40,000 and was the finest edifice
of the denomination in the world. The
fire originated near the furnace,

CRIMINAL LIBEL.

Regina, N.. W.- T., Dec. 22—R. J.
Westgate, manager of the ‘West, the
‘Conservative organ in West Assinaboia,
was committed for trial on a charge of
leriminal libel fpreferred by Walter
Scott, M. P. He was admitted to bail.

Jgpanese Officers
Watching Colliers

Aoraﬁol Brings News of Presence
.....of Jepanese Naval Men in
" South Seas,

o

Watching Focty German 8team-
_ers Carrylng Coal — German-
Australlan Differences.

Advieces were received by the steamer
Aorangi, which arrived yesterday from

arrived at Fremantle shortly before her
departure, with the inteution of pro-
ceeding to the South Seas watch the
movements of forty German steamers
reported to be in the vicinity for the
purpose of coaling the Baltic fleet. H.
M.’ 8. Plyades and Cadmus, which were
despatcned by Admiral Fanshawe, com-
mander of the Australian squadrom to
search for Russian warships reported
to be cruising in Torres straits, have re-
turned to Sydney without finding any
tiace of the Russian vessels.

Differences have arisen between the
Commonwealth of Australia and Ger-
many with regard to the exclusive policy
adonted by (§ermany in the South Pa
cific. The question arose after, the
steamer Ysabel had been held by the
Germans until a license of $2,250 per
month was paid for trading in the
Marshal group. Then a duty of eight
dollars a tonr was imposed on copza
shipped in the group on British vessels
from Australia.  Australia~is consider-
ably aroused over Germany’s interfer-
ence in the Commonwealth’s commercial
activity in the South Seas, and there is
talk .of reprisals. Negotiations are ex-
pected to take place regarding the mat-
ter, Australia having represented her
grievances to London. Australian pap-
ers publish strong articles regarding
the mauner in which Germany is
strenethenang “an octopus grip”’ upon
the South Seas. German action in the
-earolines, Solomons, Samoa, New Brit-
ain and part of New Guinea is in-
stanced.

H. M. 8. Mutine, which has returned
to Australia from a h Sea cruise,
reported thaf’ tribal wars were being
carried on in the New Hebrides and
many natives were being killed, espe-
cially on the island of Malekula. With
the French warshins Muerthe investiga-
t'ons into the ‘cutting out” of two
trading vessels was held and the natives
who murdered part of the vessel's crews
were guillotined by the French. Four na-
tives were executed for the murder of
Capt. Penecost, master of a trading
vessel tnat was attacked and two were
punished with death for the murder of
the captain and mate of the ketch La
Perle. = A joint commission was held
by officers of the British and French
ships to hear complaints of settlers,
mostly concérning land disputes. .

Viee Admiral Fanshawe of the Aus-
tralinn British squadron, has returaed
to Sydney after a conference with Vice

the Hast. Indies squadron. The object
of the conference was to formulate a
scheme whereby the three fleets may
co-operate in time of war.

—
BA.) IOWA FIRE.

Sioux City, Ia., Dec. 23.—A fire which
resulted in the leath of one fireman and
the destruction of nearly two entire
blocks, entailing a loss roughly esti-
mated at one million dollars, started in
the basement of the Pelletier depart-
ment store at Fourth and Jackson
streets shortly after eight o’clock to-
night. ‘The district burned over lies in
the centre of the business portion and
among the buildings were several of the
most substantial structures.

R AT PRI
FOG HAS LIFTED.
Liverpool, Dec. 24.—The fog lifted at
3 o'¢ and the White Star liner
O¢eanie and the Cunard liner Saxonia
will “shortly land their passengers,

FORTY-FIFTH YEAR.
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Jury Stood _
dix To 8ix

Fall to Agree on Verdict in Nan
Patterson Murder Trial at
New York.

8how Girl Breaks Down Under
Day of Terrible Excite-
meant,

Counsel In Doubt as te Whether -
There Will Be a Third
Trlal. :

-

EW YORK, Dec. 23.—Following a
day of intense nervous 2
Nan Patterson
., Tombs il and pethaps LITe

verge of a breakdown, but with constant
attendance, b

The former showgirl, expecting ac-
quittal at the hands of the jury, went
iuto court this noon to learn that the
twelve men chosen to decide as to her
innocence or guilt had been unable to
reach an agreement, P

The jury stood. six to six. Although
no official announcement was made fur-
ther than this, courthouse talk had it
that of the six deciding against Miss
Pqtterson, none were for comviction of
Miss Patterson of murder in the first
degree; that one held for murder in the
second degree, two for manslaughter in
the first dégree and ° three for man-
slau::lxter. in the second degree.

Immediately the announcement of the
verdict was made Miss Patterson broke
into a fit of weeping, which continued
even after she was led from the court-
room to another chamber, where physi-
cians wer called and restoratives admin-
istered. §
Then she was taken to the Tombs,
but again we~* :1d became hysterical,
and the ef ? ter father and the
prison £:°c.Jiduts (0 soothe her were
unavailing,
Abrauam Levy, counsel for Miss Pat-
terson, called on her in the Tombs to-
day and remained with her an hour. He
said after he left her: “She is almost
constantly hyterical, but: 1 don’t think
she will collapse. I hope I left her in
a somewhat better state of mind. Of
course, I cannot tell what we will do
for her yet. The counsel for the de-
fense will have a consultation and-will
then do the best we can for her. If
the retrial is not immediate I am going
to make an effort to get bail for her.
1 will plead with Mr. Jerome to reduce
the bail to $15,000, and I will be able,
I think, to arrange for that amount and
let her have her freedom while await-
ing the. long, mervous wrecking ordeal
she has to face.”
. The jury took but onme ballot, accord-
ing to the foreman, and devoted the re-
mainder of the time to discussion. For
twenty-four hours they discussed the
evidence, and one jurer is quoted. to-
nicht as saying that one of those who
stood  for acquittal tried on the cont
which' Young wore at the time of his
death, and with a revolver atitempted
mgmte'tbaﬁ “suicide “was pos-

Abraham toni 3 " o et T
ment, in WW%

*“From our understanding .the Taw
applicable to it and a ecareful analysis of
the material proofs which could be re-
a8 having ‘any legal or logical
relation to the case, we felt confident
that the trial would result in the girl's
acquittal, and we are disappointed at
the outcome.

“We  are more convinced than ever
that a verdict of ’guilty’ mever will be
reached in the case, Whether there is
to be a tuard trial is a matter largely
resting dn the official judgment of the
district attorney, whose econclusion on
the subject will negessarily be affected
by his legal judgment as te the probabil-
ity of conviction and whether the coun-
try should stand the enmormous expense
of another trial.”

Mr. Levy continued: “The defendant
is without means. When counsel as-
sumed. the defense of her case it was
with ‘the understanding and in the ex-
pectation that the defendant would be
sufficiently equipped with means, if not
to supply compensation at least to meet
the distriet expenses.

“This she has not been able to do.
We did not even have the stenographer
to take testimonv out were obliged to
depend on our own notes given through
the trial for over three weeks.

“There were mauy other embarrass-
ments from which the defendant suf-
fered w... regard to the non-appearance
of witnesses which were well known.
We are in doubt, however, whether the
district dttorney will move for a third
trial of the case.”

o L5 AR, W P 0
TROUBLE IN PHILIPPINES.

Manila, Dec. 23.—The Pula Janes
have ambushed and killed at Dolores,
on the Island of Samara, a lieutenant
end 37 enlisted men of the 38th com-
pany of native scouts.

Two thousand Pula Janes, it is said,
threaten the town of Dolores and the
situation is said to be critical, Lieut. Ab-
bott, in command of the scouts, has re-
quaested that aid be sent him.

Pl SN
CHURCH CONFERENCE.

A Statement Respecting the Prospects
for Suggested Union.

Toronto, Dec. 23.—The secretaries of
the joint committee on church - union
have issued an official synopsis of the
proveedings of the counfervence. It con-
tains little that is mew. It states that
« the interchange of views was “marked
by the utmost freedom, but was per-
vaded throughout by a spirit of kind-
ness and “‘mutual forbearance.”

The Presbyterian and Congregationai
committees, as a resnlt of their delibera-
tions, reported without comment in

Admiral woel of the China_squadrou| gavol o6 the appointment of a  sih-
ana Vice. Admiral Atkinsou-Willies ¥ (qrmittes, but 'lt)he Methodist commit-

tee report contained the expression of
opinion that, while difficulties may pre-
sent themselves in all of the churclies,
there dees.not at present appear to be
any ineunerable harrier to a unjon of
the ~hureh as sngeested and promoted
by the gemeral eonference,

The statement concludes: “Tt shou'd
he wnderstond that the committee will
not ha eneaged at nresent in prenaring
A hasis of union, but will meet for fur-
ther comference to exehance views and
ta ascertain whother #t be nracticahle
th reash A common hasis that misht
hevonfter he submitted fo the ahurches
coneornad, Tt was universally  re-oe-
nized in the doint committee that a
anestion sn imnortant and farreantine
in i paen'te jo it one to ha pndunly
Payriads ghat a tmion of the ehnmeh, to
ho masl anqd Taeting, mrst earey tha ~on-
fent, of the entire memhbershin, ond that
no fiml #fep conld he taken nntil amnla
apportunity had bheen siven to concider
the :-lmlahnm}:tei:n in the mmr*? of the
Tomre  churel and by people en-
erally.” ’ o il




