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. THE NELSON ELECTION.
t Fortidh
'. A careful study of the situation made

&he Colonist feel unable to share the
Aanticipations of those who expected Mr.
Farwell to be elected in Nelson. It real-
ized that many things were in Mr.
Hume’s favor. His personal popularity
would secure him support from those
who would like to see him keep the posi-
tion of cabinet minister, The natural
wish of the people of his constituency
to keep the portfolio of mines, which in
the event of his defeat would go to Ross-
land, the prestige attaching to the fact
that he is a member of the government
and the assistance of government pat-
ronage all contributed to strengthen his
position. If he could carry the constitu-
ency when in opposition, as he did at the
general election, it seemed reasonable
to think he could not easily be defeated
wonder existing circumstances. = While,
therefore, we chronicle Mr. Farwell’s de-
feat with great regret, we cannot say
that it is much of a surprise,
E B AT R
THE SUPREME COURT.

Bill No. 63 is to amend the Supreme
‘Court act. The first change made in the
law as it stands is to repeal the section
Tequiring certain specified qualifications
for appointees to the court, which section
is declared never to have been in force.
This is an objectionable change, In all
the older provinces the judges must be
selected from the respective bars of those
provinces under the terms of the B. N.
lA. act, until the laws as to property and
civil rights in the several provinces have
been assimilated. The intention of® the
legislature in passing the section now to
be repealed was to assert a similar right
for this province. Whether or not such
a right can be constitutionally asserted
may be an open question, but however
this may be, it surely is no part of the
duty of the provincial legislature to sur-
render that right. The studied effort of
the present government seems to be to
efface the province and belittle every-
thing that has been done hitherto to assert
its rights under the Terms ef Union. If
Wwe are not mistaken, this is the first fime
that any province of the confederation
has been asked by its Attorney-General
to give up any right of this nature with-
out making a struggle to retain it.

The principal feature of the bill is the
-establishment of -as many registration
offices in the province as the Lieutenant-
‘Governor-in-council shall think neces-
sary. This may be a convenient ar-
rangement for suitors, but we suggest
that there ought to be a central registry
office for the Supreme Court, where all
records would ultimately find their way,
at least so far as the final result of suits
is concerned.. There ought to be one
registry office in the provinces where all
«decrees, orders and judgments are pre-
served. The record of proceedings up to
Judgment may possibly without any seri-
ous inconvenience and with some con-
venience to suitors be kept in the dis-
trict where they reside or do business.
It may be well to have a record of the
conclusion of all suits in the localities
‘where they are instituted; but the re-
cords of no court are complete unless
there is a central registry office where
the final result of all suits is recorded.
The proper place for such a record is
at the capital. In making these observa-
tions we are influenced by the considera-
tion that the bill referred to appears to
make it possible that records of judg-
ments may be recorded in one of many
places, and a person desiring to ascertain

facts as to a person’s standing would be

put to great trouble and expense.
— O

THE FIRE HALL BY-LAW.

citizens, who possess
the right under the Municipalities aect,
are called upon to vote upon what is
called the Fire Hall by-law. It may be
necessary to explain that this by-law
does not contemplate the borrowing of
any more money, but simply authorizes
the city council to devote a portion of the
market building to the purposes of a fire
hall, and to use for that purpose the or-
dinary revenue of the city or the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the Yates street fire
hall. There does not seem to be any
reason why this should not be done, and
it is not easy to suggest why the by-law
should be defeated. Nevertheless we
_have seen in Victoria that through sheer
apathy desirable propositions, when sub-
mitted to vote, have been frustrated.
Hence it is well to remind the taxpayers
~of the fact that the vote is to be taken
to-day, and that they ought not to over-
lcok the necessity of voting.
L
THE DISFRANCHISE BILL.

To-day those

"The opposition had much the best of
the debate on the bill to amend the elec-
tion law. As those who read the full
‘report .in the Colonist noticed, the dis-
cussion was principally over the dis-
franchising section. As it is the inten-
tion of the government to put the bill
through in its present shape, so far as
that feature is concerned, nothing that
«<an now be said in the press will alter
any votes, but it is desirable that the
public should be brought to realize ex-
actly what has been done, so that they
may decide upon its propriety.

If the proposal were simply to debar
from registration officers and men of the
TImperial service who have no other
qualification than a six months’ residence
in the province, the Colonist would raise
no objection. That is to say, we would
not favor legislation allowing a company
of infantry stationed temporarily in the
province to vote, and if the law as it has
‘hitherto stood permitted that, it ought
to be amended; but the proposed change
takes away the right to vote from the
= hole resident staff at Esquimalt or any-

\

*

where else where persons connected with
the Imperial service may be stationed in
this province. This cannot be justified,
and it must be conceded that no one on
the government side of the house at-
tempted to justify it.

The Colonist is opposed to the disfran-
chisement of the civil service. It be-
lieves that no person otherwise entitled
to a vote should be disfranchised because
he has been regarded as a fit and proper
person to occupy a position in the public
trust. .

e (e

The disfranchise bill, strictly construed,
takes away the right to vote from mem-
bers of the executive council. They are
as much employees of the government
as are the pages in the house. They are
not the government. The government
consists of the lieutenant-governor, exe-
cutive council and legislative assembly.
The expression “the government” is
simply a colloquialism used to designate
the executive council. It has no legal
signification. . Under the proposed dis-
franchising clause the auditor-general
will be debarred from registration as a
voter. He is not an employee of the
executive council. Neither is the Queen’s
printer, nor the deputy provincial secre-
tary. Neither . are the government
agents, nor the janitors in the public
buildings. They are all employees of
the government, but so also are the at-
terney-general, the finance minister and
the other public servants who .are mem-
bers of the executive council. There is
a real distinction here that ought not to
be lost sight of, and it is this: The
executive council is not the government,
and the various members of the ecivil
service are not employees of the execu-
tive council; but the members of the
executive and every subordinate officer
are in the employ of the government of
the province. Members of the legisla-
ture are not government employees, for
they are not in receipt of salary. They
receive a sessional indemnity. The
speaker might be regarded as a govern-

ment employee.
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THE DISFRANCHISE BILL.

The bill to amend the franchise law con-
tains the following remarkable pro-
vision:

No judge of the Supreme or County
court, no sheriff or deputy sheriff, no
employee of the provincial government
who is in receipt of a salary of at least
$25.00 per month, no sailor, marine or
soldier in the Imperial service on full
pay shall be entitled to have his mame
placed upon thp-rp;zister of voters for
any electoral district.

There may be some object in disquali-
fying a Supreme court judge, as he may
have to pass upon an election petition,
but if a similar reason exists for dis-
qualifying County court judges, we are
not aware of it. County court judges
are neither appointed nor paid by the
provincial government and have nothing
to do with elections; so that no greater
reason exists for disqualifying them than
for taking the vote away from collectors
of customs or other appointees of the
federal government. We fail to see any
reason why a person in the Imperial ser-
vice should not be allowed to vote, if
he is otherwise entitled. In connection
with the Esquimalt station there are
now and will continue to be in inecreas-
ing numbers, persons who are permanent
residents of the community and yet re-
ceive full pay from the Imperial govern-
ment, It is true that they may be sub-
ject to removal on short notice, but did
not Mr. Attorney-General Martin him-
self remove from Manitoba on short
notice? Is not British Columbia full
of people who may at any time remove
to some other country? The law does
not call upon any man to declare how
long he intends to remain in the province
before permitting him to vote. Why
then bar persons belonging to Her Maj-
esty’s forces simply because they may
in discharge of their duty to the Imperial
government, be called upon to cut short
their period of residence here?

The disfranchisements of sheriffs and
other government employees is objection-
able on principle. It will lead to no
end of difficulties. The bill does not say
what the length of service must be to
disqualify a person otherwise entitled to
vote. We submit that if the rule ap-
pliod to members making sales to gov-
ernment’ officers is good law, then no
man who is hired to work on the roads
for a month can be registered. If to
take pay from a policeman for his break-
fast is to have a contract with Her Maj-
esty, and we have had this rubbish pro-
pounded as law and the province has
been put to the expense of several elec-
tions because of it—then a man who
hires with a road boss to shovel sand on
a road is an employee of the government
and if his pay amounts to $25.00 a
month he is disfranchised. So.also is
every school teacher disfranchised. They
are employees of the government and
they get at least $25.00 a month of pub-
lic moneys. The Attorney-General says
this is his mistake. The whole section
is his mistake.

This. disfranchising section ought to
be struck out of the bill. It is wrong in
principle; it will work out badly in praec-
tice. It will lead to any number of dif-
ficulties arising as to the qualification
of voters.

THE NORTH EAST
KOOTENAY ELECTION.

Mr. Wells, claimant of the seat for
North East Kootenay, may be and doubt-
less is a very excellent gentleman, but
what the people of British Columbia
yould like to be told is how he came to
be elected by acclamation. The Golden
Era, a government supporter, gives the
following account of the nomination:
. The returning officer, Mr. Griffith, was
in Golden on Monday morning, and ex-
pected to reach Donald by No. 1 in time
for nomination. The train was late,
however, and he procured a team and
drove to Donald, reaching there by 1
o'clock.

The only nomination put in in time

was that of W.'C. Wells, who opposed

Mr. Neilson in the late election. Mr.
Wells' was | by Hon. F. W. Ayl-
mer, seconded by James Henderson, and
Messrs. Joseph Lake, J. C. Greene,
Campbell and W. L. Houston signed as
assenters. Shortly after 1 o'aclock the
nomination of T. Forrest, the well-known
hotel keeper of Donald, was tendered,
but as it was too late it was rejected by
Mr. Griffith. 4

There being thus no more nominations

than vacancies to be filled, Mr. Griffith
declared Mr. Wells duly elected by accla-
mation, ;
The Revelstoke Herald, opposition,
calls the transaction a political crime,
and makes the following statement re-
garding it:

The more the facts in the case of the
recent bye-election in North Hast Koot-
enay -come to light, the clearer becomes
the conclusion that a political crime
against the liberties of the electors of
the riding was committed. The conduct
of the returning officer is simply inexpli-
cable. It appears that up to the very
last minute the supporters of th_e opposi-
tion were deliberately deft by him under
the impression that he intended to re-
sign his position as returning officer and
run himself as the opposition capdl‘date.
Mr. Plowright left Golden the night be-
fore to be, as he thought, the deputy re-
turning officer for the election and to con-
duct it in Mr. Griffiths’ place. Papers
nominating Mr. Grifiths were in Mr.
Pitts’ hands on the day of nomination,
and were actually tendered to Mr. Grif-
fiths himself when he arrived on the
scene. It was only during the last half
hour that, seeing that Mr. Griffiths was
not on hand, and that, in fact, there was
no candidate at all present, that the sup-
porters of the opposition put in Mr. For-
rest’s nomination to Mr. Plowright.

Then, and not till then, was it discov-
ered that Mr. Plowright had not got the
writ with him, and had not taken the
prescribed declaration. Then, a few
minutes after 1 o’clock (four by the court
house clock, seven by the watches of the
railway men present), up walked the long
lost returning officer. He r_efused his
own nomination from Mr. Pitts, he re-
fused Mr. Forrest’'s nomination from
Mr. Corson, he read the proclamation
and declared Mr. Wells elected by accla:
mation. He never produced Mr. Wells
nomination papers, nor named him as a
-andidate. - He simply declared him
elected. However, that part of the
proceedings cuts very little figure.
What he did do is of no consequence.
The time for doing anything had_elapsed.

It appeared that the train qug late,
Mr. Griffiths had started to drive from
Golden to Donald, 17 miles, and had
found the road so bad that he had to
make the last part of the journey on foot.
When asked why he had not been at
the hustings on time, he said that he had
been prevented by the act of God, and
wanted to know if he was expected to
fly. When asked why ]_10 r'efused Mr.
Corson’s tender of a nomination for Mr.
Forrest, he said that he thought Mr.
Corson was trying to nominate himself—
Mr. Griffiths.

These are very lame excuses and en-
tirely fail to cover the ground. .By_the
writ for the election the nominations
were ordered to be closed at 1 o’clock.
The train from the east reaches Donald
at 12:05. The Herald does not 09n31der
that any official who understood his duty
would be justified in leaving such a short
margin for contingencies as this. Bgt
at this season of the year, when a train
on time is the exception, for a returning
officer to expect to get to Dpuald from
Golden the same morning in time to take
nominations by 1 o’clock should come
pretty near qualifying him for a lunatic
asylum. The train was late—several
hours late—and Mr. Griffiths had to
drive, and then he puts down ”hlS non-
appearance to the “act of God.

His excuse on the second point for not
accepting Mr. Corson’s tender of a nomi-
nation for Mr. Forrest seems also a little
thin. Why should he think these papers
contained his own name? Is there no-
body in all North East Kootenay but
Mr. Grifiths? And why should_he re-
fuse to receive the papers, even if they
did contain his own name? Did he not
know enough to be aware that he could
not possibly be nominated without his
own consent? Then he asked why .\I}'.
Corson had not tendered Mr. Forrest’s
nemination to the deputy. Th_e fact th.at
the deputy had not got the writ with him
and was not ])1’()1)(‘1‘1.\' sSworn 1 was ap-
parently of no consequence at all to Mr.
Griffiths.

In short, Mr. Grifiths’ conduct has
landed him on the horns of a dilemma,
cither of which is sufficient to fork him
out of his position. He has either been
guilty of a series of blunders so stupend-
ous as almost to exceed credibility, or
there was a job put up to secure Mr.
Wells’ return at all hazards. If the
latter is the case, Mr, Griffiths has even
bungled the job, because there cannot
be a shadow of a doubt that his declara-
tion of Mr. Wells’ return is in ':.llld. and
that the whole of the proceedings _at
Donald last Monday were worthless.
Mr. Wells cannot possibly take the seat
now, and when the election really does
come off, last Monday’s proceedings hqve
rendered it a certainty for the opposition
candidate.

Commenting upon this article from the
Revelstoke paper, the Golden Era said:

We regret to notice that our esteemed
contemporary, the Revelstoke Herald,
publishes a statement regarding the
nominations for North East Kootenay
which is absolutely untrue and unjust to
the returning officer, Mr. Griffith. That
gentleman expected to reach Donald in
time for the nomination as stated in the
proclagation, and had No. 1 been on
time he would have been there. Mr.
Griffith had, however, taken the precau-
tion to have his clerk, Mr. Plowright, at
Donald the night before, so that he
might act in case of accidents. If any-
body wanted to be nominated in opposi-
tion to Mr. Wells, there was ample time
to during the ten days that elapsed be-
tween the proclamation and the hour of
closing of nomination, and Mr. Plow-
right had absolute authority to receive
nominations at Donald in the absence of
Mr. Griffith, but none were tendered to
Lim. That Mr. Griffith should have
been put in nomination himself without

1 his consent was rather an extraordinary

proceeding on the part of Mr. Pitts and
those who signed the nomination. Mr.
Griftith some days before denied the re-
port that he was about to resign and
become a candidate, and it was an act
of gross injustice to him that in the face
of his position as a government officer he
should be prejudiced by an attempt to
force him into a position which he had
positively declined to occupy. The at-
tempt to put Mr. Forrest up and claim
that he should be elected in the way pro-
posed was nothing less than a deliberate
attempt to steal the franchise of the
people. The facts remain that Mr.
Wells' nomination was the only one in
order, and that it was the only one re-
ceived within the statutory time by the
returning officer and his deputy. In
declaring Mr. Wells elected, Mr. Griffiths
simply complied with the law.

The Colonist has heard statements
concerning what transpired at the nomi-
nation which indicate that all the facts
are mnot given by either of the above

quoted papers. The whole affair needs
clearing up. We repeat what we said

when the news of the return of Mr.

Wells was received—that we do not de-

sire to make any gomments that may do}

A.|any one comeerned an injustice, and

therefore hope the fullest publicity will
be given to all that did happen.  1f Mr.
Wells was regularly nominated and no
one else was, the opposition will make
nb complaint; for if-their plans miscar-
ried, they will have the manliness to
take the consequences without murmur-
ing. On the other hand, if there was
any irregularity—we do mnot like to say
crooked work, for we shall not believe
that of Mr. Griffiths wuntil it is proved
beyond question, the public ought to
know it.

MOVING THE COURTS.

The Daily Globe is authority for the
proposition that the government intends
to ask the legislature for authority to
have Mainland appeals heard in Vaneou-
ver. Whether or not this is the first step
towards the entire removal of the court
from Victoria we do not know, but it is
a step that cannot be defended. If it is
right to have appeals heard at Vancou-
ver, it is also right to have them heard
at Nelson. That the court should shift
about from place to place is a novelty in
this country. Some years ago an effort
was made in New Brunswick to provide
for the hearing of certain appeal cases at

| St. John, instead of Fredericton, the eapi-

tal. St. John is about six times as large
as Fredericton, and the very great major-
ity of the cases coming before the court
originate in St. John or that neighbor-
hood. Strong political influence was
brought to bear to secure the removal,
but nothing came of it, the conclusion
being reached that the capital was the
proper place for tmmme Court to
hold its sessions. It may be mentioned
that the distance between Fredericton
and St. John is about the same as be-
tween Victoria and Vancouver, so that
in this respect the cases stand on the
same footing.

RSP e o0
THE FIRST LESSON. é,

It is interesting to find such a strong
representative American paper as' the
Oregonian quoting with approval this
sentence from Francis Parkman: “Free-
dom is for those who are fit for it; the
rest will lose it or turn it to corruption.”
This does not tally with-the famous pro-
position of the Declaration of. Indepen-
dence, that “governments derive their
authority from the consent of the gov-
erned.” It recalls that other well-known
saying that it makes a lot of difference
whose ox is gored. While the right to
prescribe what sort of government other
people should have was being asserted by
European nations alone the Oregonian
and its contemporaries were quite certain
that it was very wrong to impose upon
any people a government that they did
not want. Much of the enthusiasm over
Cuba was worked up along this line.
The Cuban patriots were lauded because
they wanted to govern themselves, and
the Spaniards were execrated because
they wanted to do the governing. But
when it comes to the Filipinos ‘“the case
is altered quite,” and now we are told
that people only should have freedom
when they are fit for it, and whether
or not they are fit for it is to depend
upon the judgment of the people who
want to govern them. In the course of
two hundred years the Oregonian thinks
the Filipinos may be fit to govern them-
selves, which is certainly a very long
period of submission to a foreign yoke,
which they hate quite as cordially as
they rankest rebel of 1776 hated King
George and his representatives.

We have a letter signed “ Still Watch-
ing.” It is objectionable on several
grounds. One is that the writer sends
an assumed address. Another is that
no self-respecting newspaper would
print such a letter. We do not know
what opinions. such persons as this cor-
respondent have of newspapers. Here
-is a person, concealed behind an assumed
name and assumed address, citing the
opinions of unnamed persons about
prominent men in the community. The
correspondent expects the Colonist. to
tuke the responsibility of putting such
stuff in circulation, but this is a mistake,
for this paper is not a vehicle for the
circulation of anonymous gossip.

SANETHRES EIREE. - i

If the Times had sufficient knowledge
of law to discuss the new eleétion bill it
would know that it is not what the Pre-
mier or Attorney-General may say in the
house which interprets a measure, but
the court; and the court will not trouble
itself with anything that those gentle-
men or any one else may say in the
course of a debate. This is the only an-
swer called for by the very silly refer-
ence of the Times to the Colonist yes-
terday.

SIS S

The sinking of the Germanic at her
pier in New York is one of the most ex-
traordinary marine accidents on record.
The explanation given—that it was due
to the weight of ice with which she was
encased—seems almost incredible. The
Germanic is a very fine steamer, although
not quite equal to some of the later
naval creations. In her time—and it
was only about a decade ago—she was
regarded as equal if not superior to any
passenger vessel afloat.

_
In 1897 Great Britain exported $38.68
per capita and the United States $15.57
per capita. Most of the British export
means so much money expended in labor,
because nearly the whole amount is made
up of manufactured articles, whereas
nearly the whole of the exports of the
United States consisted of raw materials.

The London Times recently referred to
a lady as a widow. To this she objected,
on the ground that her husband is living;
whereupon the Times said: “We regret
that Mrs. Holiday was_ineorrectly des-
cribed as a widow,” and now Mr. Holi-
day wants the Times to explain why it
regrets that it was incorreet to describe
his wife as a widow.
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BERESKQRD’S MISSION.
Lord Charles Beresford, speaking to a
reporter in 8an Frincisco, said that he
regarded his visit to China as very suec-
cessful. He went as the representative
of the associated chambers of commerce
of England, for the purpose of finding
out the conditions of trade :\s they: exist,
to study how this trade may be best de-
‘veloped, and to determine what security
is to be afforded the trader now and in
the future. He said that if the proposi-
tions, which he should make as the re-
sult of his investigatfems, are acted on,
we shall have ‘ peace, trade and civiliza-
tion in China.” He believes that the
British and American people are equally
interested in the development of China,
and that it is of the utmest importamce
to both that the open door policy showld
prevail. He expressed himself as con-
vinced that * the possibilities of trade
and civilization on the shores of the
Pacific ocean are immeasurable,” and
that this ocean * represents an empire
for the coming ecentury.” '
Lord Charles Beresford will visit the
leading eities of the United States, for
the purpose of securing an expression of
opinion from the various chambers of
commeree on the Oriental trade. He is
satisfied that China is ready ‘“for the
advance «f KEuropean and American
civilizatien.” All this is of immense in-
terest to British Columbia, whieh pro-
duces very much and will produce more
that China needs and will continwe to
need in increasing quantities.
e E Il R S RO R

THE FUTURE OF

THE PHILIPPINES.

In yesterday’'s Colonist was published
a resolution introduced into the United
States senate by Mr. McEnery regard-
ing the Philippines. The most interest-
ing thing connected with this is that the
treaty with Spain would have been de-
feated in the senate, if Mr. McEnery had
not received a promise that the adminis-
tration would aid in the passage of this
resolution. A few days ago the San
Francisco Chronicle, in the course of
some comments upon the future of the
Asiatie archipelago, said that if the
Philippines were not willing to come into
close connection with the United States,
there would be no other course left but
to make them a present of the $20,000,-
000 paid to Spain and give them their
liberty. Our neighbors are finding
themselves in a difficult position. They
have been very fond of academic asser-
tions about the rights of man, and they
are endeavoring to square their foreign
policy according to these abstract propo-
sitions. They will fail, and though con-
gress may pass any number of resolu-
tions like that of Senator McEnery, the
nation will find itself compelled by the
irresistible logic of events to take a
course from which it now shrinks.
“The white man’s burden ” cannot read-
ily be laid down, when once it has been
assumed. The United States will dis-
cover that it cannot recede from its
present attitude towards the Philippines.
Its steps will have to be in the direction
of more complete and permanent control.

O

CARELESSNESS IN.LEGISLATION.

A paragraph printed elsewhere on this
page refers to a remark of a correspondent
touching an expression in the Blection
Law Amendment bill. To what is there
said it may be here added that the phrase
occurring in the bill reading as follows:
“No employee of the provincial govern-
ment who is in receipt of a salary of at
least $25.00 per month” is highly objec-
tionable, from a verbal point of view and
exhibits great carelessness on the part
of the person, who drafted the bill, name-
ly Mr. Martin. We pointed out yester-
day that the expression ‘‘government
employee™ has no legal significance upon
it. As our correspondent says the words
“a salary of at least $25.00 per month”
had no definite meaning and most .cer-
tainly did not convey the idea intended.
Mr. Martin confessed in his place in the
house that he did not observe when draft-
ing the bill that it disfranchised school
teachers.

Referring to another bill, the bill for
the exclusion of aliens from placer mines,
the same carelessness in drafting was
observable, It was admitted that the bill
was hurriedly drawn, and it had to be
amended in important particulars. It is
yet imperfect, for no one will hold that
the legislature contemplated a breach of
faith with those persons who took 'out
free miners’ certificates under the law as
it stood and invested all their means in
prospecting.

The Supreme Court Amendment bill
abounds in instances of gross verbal
cerelessness. We use the word careless-
ness, because we do not like to impute
ignorance to the Attorney-General., It
is highly important that attentioh should
be directed to this matter, for nothing
is so conducive to trouble as carelessly
worded enactments, Many persons hold
the view expressed by the Times the
other evening, to the effect that the words.
of ap act must be understood as they
are explained by the ministers during the
debate; but though the debate were pe-
ported officially and with verbal accur-
acy, and though the legislature should
pass a law declaring that what appeared
in the official debates was to be taken
as absolute proof of what was said in
the house, the court would not be gov-
erned by the statements of ministers in
the slightest degree. Every act must be
interpreted by what appers upon the face
of it.

We make these observations becaumse
there is a notion prevalent al over. the
West that the old-fashioned forms of ex-
pression employed in legistation are
useless.  This is a great mistake. The
use of colloquial expressions in legisla-
tion ought always to be avoided. We

THE SPEAKER AND HIS POWERS

—

Mr. Speaker Forster i# assuming the
role of Czar towards the house. He
seems to fancy that his office is like the
speakership of the United States House
of Representatives, where by ome prece-
dent after another things have been
brought to such a pass that the Speaker
virtually controls legislation, Mr.
Forster gave three rulings on Thursday
which cannot be supported by precedent
and ought not to be followed. He ruled
that an amendment to a motion to read
a bill 3 second time was out of order,
ke ruled that the government cannot
bring down a measure involving any
change in the law of the eountry unless
it js accompanied by message, he refused
to allow a matter which Mr, McPhillips

custom of the
tish Columbia legislatare to permit
‘matters on the order paper to stand over
at the request of the member having
them in charge, i

The opposition members of, the house
are disposed to take the tyranmical exer-
cise of his powers by Mr. Speaker Fors.
ter entirely too easily. They should
stand on their rights. Hardly moze than

day passes without M¥r. Speaker Fors-
ter ordering some member to take his
seat, as though he were a schoolmaster
and the members were his pupils to
whom he could apply the- birch if they
did not obey him. If some member woulg

fry conclusions with him, there 1
likely be a change. s

has been the invariable

O

The fact that the Colonist never
claimed that Mr. Hume wowld be de-
feated spoiled the Times’ breskfast, s

had in charge to stand over, although it

i sayw,

All Paint “ when

that’ll make
Painta.

Momreal. Toronto.
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What Do Yoo~
w52 Paint For ?

Other people uee it to preserve property—to beautify ‘
and adorn. That’s good—and it’s right. i

new "—Tpere’s the rab—** wher it’s new.”’

The Elephaut Mixed Paints look wei! and wear well
long after other paints are jade:
the cost of applying Elwphant 'aint is no more
than the cost of applvinga pourer grade.
dealers who sell Our Paints cw

The Canada Paint Company,

% LIMITED.
St. Malo.
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it’a new 7 lookw w-ll. *““When it’s

and gone, while

The
ttell vou astory

you think there’s a difference in

Vanceuver. Victoria.
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FOP Gash - -
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Ab Hall PFlG6

BOYS’ SUI

s

* OVERCOATS |

| MACKINTOSHES

oo W

B. WiLLIAMS & cO

Clotliiers, Hatters and Outfitters.

Y 97 Johnson Street.

- - o~

Reported Dangerous

Thote trestle ridewalks. Laid on the
table. You.canunot table la grippe;
you can ute a preventive.

Pabst Malt Extract, 356. 3 for $I.
Vin Mariani E - $1.25
Old Jamaica Rum - $1.00

A Whisky cam’ ta oor ioon,
"twas Watson’s o’ Dundee $1.00

Dixi H. Ross & Co.

Will find. it
handle only

T iwe
PURE COFFEES, PURE SPICES

STEMLER & EARLE,

HEAD OFFICE: —-Thomas Earle,02,

38

COFFEES DSCRNNYING B0YA

=

 SPICES

%
ana PURE BAKING POWD:R.

HIGHEST STANDARD GUARANTEED.

profitable to
the best in...

IMPORTERS AND

MANUFACTURERS V| c To R l A-

94 and: 97° Wharf St, Victoria, B. C.

SWEET

AURORA, white striped salmon.
BRILLIANT, dense scarlet.
CAPTIVATION, magenta or claret.
EMILY ECKFORD, mauve, wings blue.
HER MAJESTY, rose pink.

LOVELY, soft shell pink.

MARS, bright scarlet.

HAID OF HONOR, white, edged blue.

varieties FOR FIFTY CENTS.
WiIT enclose a slip telling how to plant and

SWEET PEA MIXTURFS.

Cheice sorts, mixed, % 1b. for 10 eents;
Mailed postpaid@ on

best seeds grown.
possible guantity at a moderate
get less varietles for the same mone:

ABEAUTIFUL CATALOCU

mateurs and practical gardeners.

The Sreee, Brices Steo

PEAS

markings, a large, full packet of each separate- variety, rich in

ANY SEVEN of above varieties FOR TWENTY-FIVE
With each eollection

Yarieties we offer the f
they

fo -
Large Flowering sorts, mixed, % Ib. for 15 Deauty in colors and markings:

STEELE, BRICCS FAMOUS SEEDS e,

price, and

» You will get the best,
A profusely illustrated Catalo ue will be
;ﬁl:‘gh:rlth each mew order and %o inten‘d'ln:.’
latest new Sweet Peas, Garden and FlowerSeed, ;‘!ers s

The ideal of flora
beauty, easily grow:
always appreciated
We offer the follow
ing select collection of
large flowering Swee
Peas, distinet in
shades of color and
ro: B value, sure to please,
D , salmon, wings pink, veined.
MRS.Y ECKFORD, prlmr%sepyellow.
PRINCESS VICTORIA, scarlet,
"RAMONA
NA, blush and white, ri .
g%g%O%OBE. pink, wings bh?;. i
g » maroon and white striped.
THE BRIDE, fine large white. it

OrCtl)BlgTS,f or g‘HE FIFTEEN
rder for Sweet P e
ewltivate to get best results. e
To those having limited space for separate
ollowing mixtures;
will create surprises and admiration

wings

S cents; 3 1b. 25 cents: per :
% Ib. 15 cents; per Ib mpgeu‘g. 50 cents.

leading  merchants
Canada. Ask yonr
them. You will get the
quality, the largest
buyer. Should you

contains- the
Interesting to a

Co. Limmen, Torowto

ants, Bulbs, ete.

suggest to the Attorney-General that he
ought either to give greater care to the
verbal features of his bills, or employ

COUPON

OLONIST
Sweet Peas

And mail with

some one else to draw -them up.

CUT THIS COUPON OUT.

order f.
will send free with Q:Qal? r'ngn‘yo

DWARF WHITE SWEET PEAS, >0 **"t* -1 paper CUPID

of the above offers, and we
to 25eents —-One paper RED

£

: fﬁehise Amendment
' Seeond Time on Pa
ority of Thre

ﬁnor and Trades L
Withdrawn for Fart,
sideration by Men

TUESDA

: F The interest of parliame

jng to-day’s sitting of th

"\ about evenly divided betwe
. tion

of the Provinciald |
h passed its secon
}'wmma_icgh!l:’a party division of ]
_eager perusal of the bulleti
tion with the Nelson eld
were furnished by the Col
©. P. R. Telegraph Comp
junction. When the res
City was announced, settlin
‘of the constituency, a bull
played, very official as to s
appearance, purporting to
J. Fred. Hume, addressed
jature a8 a body, and inqu
*May I be your Valentin
Prayers were read by Re
Cl&%:, RETURN PRESH
Hon., Mr. Semlin presen
ted for by resolution of th
‘to crown grants is
3 the names of those {
gra.nts’had been refused; a
dence between Messrs.
Mann and the government,

a— PETITIONS

Mr. Green presented a
J. A. Sayward -and othe
that certain amendments b
act relating to mee'hamcs 1
ed and ordered printed.

" Hon. Dr. McKechnie preq
tition of G. W. Mitchell of
J. H. Green of Victoria, a
incorporation of the Atlin
railway.

. MINING COMMITTEE

Mr. Kellie, from the mini
presented a report in which
was asked to decide as to ¥
Mr. Clifford’s bill relating
ing was in order. .'l‘he repo
mittee set forth simply:

“That Mr. Clifford’s bi
placer mining be submitted
ing.”

Mr. Speaker thought t
rather a request from ‘th
it could hardly be considerg
of a report. He would,
the matter dealt with coy

The mining committee,
chairman, Mr. Kellie, alsg
longer, and very importa
follows: :

“Your select standing
mining beg leave to report

“It is recommended ths
law be amended in the pa
referred to:

“]1. That crown grants
claims should show the in
grantee.

“2. That the time for o
veys of claims under secti
mineral act should be extd
other year, and that such
be allowed to be utilized
within two years of the re|

“3. That the fee provided
for abandonments should b

“4, That, with regard td
ers’ certificates, it is recon]
the hardships involved in thd
be obviated to a certain extd
ing that all miners’ certif
expire on the same day, sa
of May in each year, persol
licenses for a portion of thd
a pro rata amount of the fee
al eertificates running fro
June may be obtained at a
that any person who has
miner's certificate to expire|
time within three months a
piry apply and get a special
certificate upon payment «
$25, the effect of which spe
er’s certificate shall be to rd
to any claim owned by hin
of the expiry of his origir
and not sinee vested in anyo
the provisions of the Minery

“5. That a person should
sue a defaulting co-owne
ment work.

“6. It is also recommend

Metalliferous Mines Inspe|

amended as follows:

“(a.) That the slides now
shafts beyond 100 feet eit
shod or-be made exclusively
80 as to enable the buckel
easily and without danger
Many preventible accidents
by be avoided.

‘“(b.) That all serious
mines, whether fatal or othe
mediately reported to the i
that he may investigate t
such accidents at the time
spot.

*(c.) That it be made imj
not less than 75 cubic feet]
minute for animal or man,
travel through the mine.

“(d.) That all buildings an
engine houses and machine
hoisting, where any danger o
should be erected at a dis
least fifty feet from the m
shaft.

“(e.) That all mine-owne
their office, at the mine, a w
of all drifts, levels, inclines
which should be corrected nc
once in every three months, ¢
for inspection by the inspectol
and by adjoining owners, anc
ination and report of the i
mines as to same.

“(f.) That section 25, sub-
be amended by inserting the
thawed,” after the word “sto
second line,

“(g.) That section 8 of the
of Metalliferous Mines ac
Chap. 134. he amended by
the word “shall,” in the
of, the word “forthwith,”
thereto the following sub-sec

“(a.) It shall be the duty
Spector to forthwith post up,
be posted up, in a conspicuo
the mouth of the mine, or at
conspicuous place thereon, a e
notice, in order that the work
about said mine may becomg
the contents thereof.

“That section 25, subsection
said act be amended by add|
the following:

“(a.) All vertical shafts of
fifty feet or more shall be prd
a cross head and guides, and
head shall in all cases desce
skaft is sunk, so that at no t

at a greater distance from

of such shaft than thirty fee

at section 25, sub-section {
8aid act be amended by addi
the following:

“(c.) No stope or drift shall
on in any shaft which shal
tained a .depth of twe hundre




