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THE EVENING

Lore a Conqueror i |C1 arK:s making no comment whatever until 
It was ended.

"Am 1 to understand," lie seked 
then, "that the gentleman wishes to 
marry another woman, and not the 
lady he took to the inn?’"

-You may understand so." Sir 
Hugh said, with a little smile. "Is he 
at liberty to do so?"

"Ho had better not.” Mr. Duncan 
answered quietly : and a sudden 
gleam of eager delight flashed into 
the handsome blue eyes watching the 
lawyer's face.

"You think then that a marriage 
has taken place?" Sir Hugh interro­
gated eagerly. '

“1 think that there ic very strong 
evidence in favor of marriage," was 
the quiet answer.

"What would be the result of such : 
case, were it brought before the law 
courts?" Jskcd Sir Hugh.

"It is impossible to say."
"But you can give me an opinion.

I Mr. Duncan, which I would regard av 
decisive."

Mr. Duncan was not proof againrt 
the flattery which the words and 
voice expressed so delicately.

"My own opinion is that the lad., 
and gentleman who went to the hot 
together and passed there as men 
and wife are married; but I tell yen 
frankly that any of my colleagues 
might differ from it," he replied.

"Has any similar case been brought 
under your notice, Mr. Duncan ?

■ 'Yes; but they are not frequent." 
"Have they been made publie?" 
"Occasionally,"
"With what result?" Sir Hugh ask 

ed, with an intense eagerness whic" 
did not escape the lawyer s quir 
eyes.

"There are no very recent cases, 
believe," he said calmly ; hut t.- 
iudgment has almost invariably bee 
in favor of the marriage."

"Thank you. Would a. proof i 
writing in any way affect the ques­
tion?" inquired the baronet.

"Materially." answered the man t 
law.

“Will you kindly look at these?"
As he spoke, Sir Hugh handed t 

the lawyer two small sheets of pape: 
each bearing a few words, and on. 
rather creased, as if it had bee: 
cumpled by an impatient hand. M 
Dunean looked at them keenly, am 
when he turned to Sir Hugh ther 
was a light of comprehension in hi 
glance which had not been there be 
fore.

"That settles the case. Sir Hugl 
In face of such evidence. 1 do he 
thin.k any court would give a decis 
ion against there having been a mat 
rtage. I do not say," he continued 
smiling, "that the law of this land V 
irreproachable, but it remains tk 
law."

"Even when consent has not bee 
exchanged ?"

"Even so," Mr. Duncan answers: 
quietly, going to his book-shelves an 
taking down a book, which he opener 
and the pages of which he scan ne 
rapidly ; “although, in the present in 
stance." he continued, with a siigh 
smile and quick glance at the hand 
some face of his client. "I shouV 
think consent had been interchanged 
If it has not. it will not alter th< 
ease. An eminent judge, in a com 

i paratively recent judgment, has de
I dared that ‘consent makes marriage;

[ but he adds that 'there may be un
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CHAPTER XV.
"I certainly do no. intend to let 

you walk up the avenue alone. Shir­
ley," he said, decidedly. "They 
«ont hear my footsteps, you foolish 
child;"

“But if any one secs you!" Shirley 
said, faintly.

"Then I have met vou. and am
.

seeing you home. My dear little girl, 
they can hardly be angry with you 
for accepting the simplest courtesy in 
the world."

Shirley said no more. She was 
physically and mentally exhausted 
with the strain that she had endured 
all the afternoon, and in her heart she 
was relieved not to have to go up the 
da, k. dreary avenue alone.

When they reached the great iron 
gates leading into the Fairholme 
grounds. Sir Hugh pulled up and 
sprang down from the dog-cart.

"Wait for me here. I.atreille," he 
said, as he lifted Shirley down witli 
the careful tenderness which distin­
guished his manner toward her 
"Keep Tippoo moving." he added, a; 
Shii lev hastened on. "By the bye 
did you find that note?"

"> os. Sir Hugh." Latreille answered 
quietly: and his master hastened at 
ter Shirley, and gently forced her ft 
accept the support of his arm as the" 
w« nt up the drive together.

"The hall door is open," Shirle; 
said 'tremulously, as they came i 
view of the house. “Vncle Gilbert i 
sure to be about somewhere; I mus 

■ hid you good-bye. Please leave n; 
now. Sir Hugh." she added earnestly 
"Good-bye, and thank you."

The deep passionate gratitude ii 
her voice brought a' flush to Si 
Hugh's face as he took both he 
hands in his.

"My dearest." he said softly, “i 
you knew how happy you have mad 
me! Nay. do not shrink from mr 
Shirley. 1 have the right now. and 
will keep it. Good-night, my wife!"

He stooped toward her, putting hi 
lips to her cheek, for a moment, an 
then, without giving her time to r< 1 
monstrate, he turned away and wall 
ed quickly down the avenue.

Angry, wounded, and terrifie,. 
Shirley tied onward to the house, ant 
reaching the hall in safety, stoc 
leaning breathlessly, against the t: 
hie. physically unable to proceed an 
further. Even the sound of her un
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tie’s footstep to the steps without 
could not give her power to move : 
and. when Sir Gilbert came in. she 
was still in the same attitude, sup­
porting herself against the table, and 
struggling desix-rately against the 
feeling of faintness which was grad­
ually creeping over her.

"Shirley." Sir Gilbert said sternly, 
"this is strange conduct. Where did 
you spend the afternoon?"

"I went—to the "Manse." Shirley 
found voice to answer.

"To the Manse! Humph ! Who ac­
companied you home? Was that Si; 
Hugh i saw going down the avenue?"

"Yes—he—I----- ”
Shirley made a desperate effort t- 

inswer. but her strength failed her. 
'.he excitement and fatigue of the af- 

, tern non had drained all her force. 
31ie. managed to reach a chair, and 
then—doing the very best thing she 
xculd have done to avoid furthc 
litestioning and reproof—she fainte- 
quietly a« ay.

room, watched him go.

him. in all probability it would be 
brought before his notice before very- 
long. he thought, as he inducted him­
self into his g-eat-coat and prepared 
for his cold walk home; and in this

Ladies’ Bolero and Vest in Two Styles.
Velvet, silk, lace, net. crepes and 

other transparent fabrics, embroidery 
or satin styles. The bolero in bro­
caded velvet would be very effective 
over a lace waist, while the vest made 
of satin, broad cloth, chamois, or vel­
vet would serve nicely for wear un­
der the now so popular coat blouses 
or cutaway jackets. The Pattern 
comprises all the styles illustrated 
and is cut in 3 sizes: Small. Medium 
and Large. It requires 1 té yards of 
21 inch material for No. 1: 1 r, S 
yards for No. 2 and 1 7-8 yard for 
No. 3 for a Medium size.

A pattern of this illustration mail­
ed to any address on receipt of 10c. 
in silver or stamps.

, CHAPTER XVI.
A lawyer's private room has noti­

ng very diamatic or romantic in ii* 
general appearance, and yet ho ,
nany a romantic and dramatic stor 
s told within its four walls! Mos* 
aw vers are unrxcitahle. sensibl.
■latter-of-fact. hard-headed men. at: 
et how many strange confidence 
hey receive! How often are the! 
verds looked for with eager expect." 
ion. and how often do their deck 
ons bring either despair and anguis 
r joy and gratitude to the achin 
'earts which throb so fast when tbr 
nter the dingy-looking office!
Mr. Duncan's private room was lr 

o means an exception to the pro- 
ailing rule. It was a stern, uncom- 
iromising-looking apartment, but suf- 
iciently comfortable, especially when 
s now, there was a blazing coal-fir:' 
n the grate: and. if walls could ha\ • 
poken. they might have told many . 
:tory of strange import.

For Mr. Duncan was the most en - 
nent lawyer in the capital town r1 
"’ertli. a man well known as clever 
shrewd, and honorable, a very distin­
guished member of the legal profe: - 
ion. He «’as a cold-mannered, sterv 
ooking man. who never allowed hi: 
eelings to sway him in any way ol 

business; and. although he was one 
if the kindest of husbands and mosi 
ndulgent of fathers, to his clients hi 
vas invariably cold, distant, am 
courteous, and a man of very fev 
words.

He was glancing over the letter: 
which had been received by the af­
ternoon’s post one cold day in Janu

ary—the day after Shirley Ross ha<

*et her brother a the Hall Moon Ini
It Dumfife—when a clerk knocked a 
the door, and, on receiving permissiot 
to enter, handed Mr. Duncan a card 
saying that the gentleman was wait 
ing.

"It is past the hour for receiving 
clients.” Mr. Duncan said, as he tool 
the card and glanced at it.

"I told the gentleman so. but he 
begged that you would make an ex­
ception in bis favor, he would not 
detain you long, and his business is 
of importance."

Mr. Duncan considered a moment. 
"Show him in," he said quietly.
A minute later Sir Hugh Glynn en­

tered the room, and Mr. Duncan re­
ceived him with his most professional 
face, but with all the courtesy due to 
such a distinguished visitor.

Sir Hugh explained the cause of his 
visit in so few words and in such a 
frank manly manner that Mr. Duncan 
was favorably impressed : bis busi­
ness related, he said, to a question 
with regard to the Scottish law of

gifts that 
: affection

load her «ith such costly 
be could not fail to win her 
at last, and sl.e 
stratagem for the sake of such love. 
All was fair in love and war. and he 
could plead ignorance of the law 
which had given her to him 
disarm her anger.

But all this must be put away for 
the present. His mother. Lady Glynn, 
was lying seriously ill at Cannes, and 
he must go to her fet once. Of course 
he would"~write to Shirley from there 
and prepare her for the denonment. 
He would be very penitent and sor­
rowful for the error into «"hitii hr 
had led her. but lie would plead the 
impossibility of breaking off the mar­
riage and the advisability of “making 
the best of it."

( To be Continued.)
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liiestionably a marriage where The best Gift of all is a Finepoint of fact consent has never beet 
interchanged, and when the partie 
lo not even know that the law hold: 
them to be married persons."

Sir Hugh rose from his seat am 
‘ook up his hat and cane.

"I am much obliged to you, Mi 
Duncan." he said cordially. "Yot 
have relieved my mind of a great 
weight. I have been suddenly callec 
abroad by my mother's illness, and 1 
did not know whether 1 was laving 
my wife behind or not. I shall know 
how to act now."

"Are you leaving Scoltand to-day?" 
Mr. Ducan asked.

"Yes; 1 am on my way

SUIT or OVERCOAT
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Address in full
After taking Virol. 
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a Christmas Present is sure 
of a hearty welcome. Our 
big stock oifers a compre­
hensive showing of all the 
newest and best styles. Ask 
your dealer for our goods 
and you will be sure to suit 
father, brother or one of 
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Doctor's Report.
II. J.. a boy of 12 months, 

was brought to me ; be was 
much wasted. The usual 
remedies were tried without 
avail. He only weighed 
1(1 His. He was put on 
Virol with immediate and 
gratifying success. His 
weight uniformly increased 
at the rate of ti ounces per 
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of condition and weighs 
30 lbs.
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now. I «’ill look in upon you upon 
my return, Mr. Duncan; and may I 
beg that you will consider yourself 
my legal adviser in the future. I am 
almost a stranger to this country,” he 
added, smiling. “Until my old untie 
left me Maxwell, I know merely what 
I managed to find' out during my 
yearly grouse-shooting visits. Good 
afternoon. Do not trouble yourself.
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and he proceeded-qüïëtîy 

to recite his story.

Mr. Duncan listened in silence,

marriage
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