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Refelved, That no Petition of a private natur e, be received after Monday the firft day of
*December next.,

. A Petition of William Cochran, Efq. was prefented by Mr. Pyke and read, fetting forth,
hat the Petitioner, together with Edward Mortimer, S. W. G Archibald, S. B. Robie;
and William Lawfon, Efquires, were Candidates at the laft Election for four Members to
ferve in General Affembly for the County of Halifax, that, at the clofe of the -faid Poll, the
number of votes, as they ftood on the Sheriff’s books, were as follows : Edward Mortimer,
1.0493 S. W G. Archibald, 962 ; Simon B. Robie, go4; William Lawfon, 7123 and, the
Petitioner, William Cochran, 614 ; the Petitioner having the fifth greateft number of 4
Votes. That at the opening of the Poll ar Halifax, it was well known the faid William
Lawfon was nort qualified, in poict of property, tequired by the Laws of the Province j
and . at the clofe of the Poll at Pictou, the Petitioner protefted againft the Sheriff, for re-
turning the faid William Lawfon duly elected. it being notorious that the faid William
Lawfon, had not any Frechold Eftatein faid County ; that, notwithftanding thefe pro.
ccedmgs, the faid William Lawfon, has been returned as ene of the Reprefcmanves for
the County of Halifax, although as the Petitioner now begs leave to fet forth to the Houfe,
the faid William Lawfon, hath not, within theéfaid County, an Income of forty fhillings
per annum inFrechold Eftate, or a dwelling houfe with the ground whereon the fame’
ftands ; or one hundred acres of land, whereuf five are cultivated. or any other Freehold
Eftate to qualify him to be eletted for the faid County, which fact was well known to thé
Frecholders of faid (curty, fo, that the Votes given for the faid William Lawfon, under
the circumftances herein ftared were of no force or effeit, and the Petitioner having the
next greateft number of Votes, was duly elected and ought to have been returned ; and
praying the 1loufe would take the premiics into confideration, and order the Sheriff of the
county of Halifax, to amend his return, by inferting the name of the Petitioner, in thé
place of the faid William Lawfon, or grant the Petitioner fuch relief, as to the Houle, in
their wifdom, may appear juit,

A Petition of Thomas Law Dixon, was prefented by Mr. Pyke, and read ; fetting forth,
that at the lare Fle@ion for the Townihip of Amherft, of a Reprefentative in the prefent
Houfe of aflembly. the Petitioner, and Mr. Edward Baker, ftood Candidates. That the
faid Mr. Baker, at thetime of fuch EFle@ion, and Return, .was not ehg!b)e to ferve as
Member of aflembly, for the faid Townfhip of Amherft, according to the intent and
meamng of an A&, pafled in the 37th year of his prefent Majefty’s Reign, intitled an
A&, in amendment ofan A&, pafled in the 2gth Year of his prefent Majefty’s Rexgn,
intitled, an A& for the better regulation of Elections ; and the Pem:oner, did at the time
of the Llection, oljedtto the ehgxblhty of the faid Mr Baker, for the reafons aforefaid.
And the Petitioner, humbly concéives that the Ele@tion and Return of the faid Mr. Baket
is void. "T'hat many illegal practices were made ufe of, by, for, and’ on behalf of, the
faid Mr. Baker, in order to procure him to be ele@ted a Reprefentative for the fiid Town-
Ihip of Ambherft. -That feveral avomen and perfons, havirig no.:legal qualification, were
p “led for the faid Mr. Baker, although objeted toby the Peuuoner. . That: the Poll wag
clofed by Proclamation, at 40 minutes paft fix o’Clock in the: ening,. although there
were feveral Freeholders who would have voted for the Petltmner. had thePoll been kept
open another day; there was alfo a Frecholder préfent, whoténdered *his Vote for the
P‘,tltmncr, which was obje@ed :to ;by Mr. Baker, unlef he tookithe oath: <o qualification,?
which he confcienciouily declined doing, on account of his
Title Deed, was reglﬁercd although he haf! left it for tha

t _knowm sz‘léthcr hlsn.js;u ‘o

Regifter, the Father of Mr. Bakér he Candidaté’; and the faid’
prefent, refufed toinform’ him;-oF go to his' '
fore-which time.the Sheriffy clofed the Poll;~ a
would order the S‘lcmﬂ' of the County of Cu‘




