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DOES FLAX GROWING PAY?
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J. H. Graham

Cornerof Ave. G.
and 21st St.

SASKATOON.Sask,

[ Clydesdales » Shevtherns

Beef and Dual Purpose Strain

Shropshire - Oxfordshire

Big selection of high-class animalsof both
sexes of nbove breeds always on hand.
Write for particulars. We won last year

11 Champions, 9 Reserves, 2 Gold Medals,
3 Silver Medals, 48 Firsts and 26 Seconds.

Prices and Terms very altractive
Golden West Balgreggan

P. M. BREDT
P.O. Box 2089, Calgary, Alta. Phone M1003 J

.
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Association Auction Sale
of PURE BRED

Bulls

LACOMBE, JUNE 2, 1918

47 Shorthorns, 7 Herefords
15 Angus
3 Holsteins, 3 Ayrshires

For Catalogue and Information write
E. L. RICHARDSON, Secretary
Alberta Cattle Breeders’ Association, Alberta
J. 1. WALTERS, President

. [} . .
Fleming’s Veterinary Remedies
Cure Lump Jaw, Spavins, Ringbone,
Fistula, Poll Evil, eaves, Colic and
the common ailments in horses and
cattle.

Fleming's Farm and Live Stock Annual
for 1915 and Fleming's Vest Pocket
Veterinary Adviser FREE for the ask-
ing, within 30 days.

FLEMING BROS., Chemists, 47 Church St., Torests, Ont.

—PUPPIES —

$15 to $20 ;
Pointers, Setters, Welsh Springer Spaniels
(The Best Retrievers and Close Workers)
Ratting Fox Terriers, Southern Blood-
ounds. ALL TRAINED DOGS

GRANITE KENNELS : Winnipeg
E. Chevrier, 452 Main Street

e J

— AIREDALES —
and dogs of every description FOR
THE FARM supplied on the shortest
notice. State your wants. NO

FANCY PRICES CHARGED.

PUPPIES, black and blackand white, from
$15. Also grown stock and a few winning
brood bitches in whelp to my winning dog,
Ch. Major Oak 1.

Major Oak Cocker Kennels

Breeders and Importers

Ll. C. FLETCHER, 499 Portage Ave., Vinnipng

Royally Bred Cocker Spaniels for Sale

L!DWAID SUTTON, Proprietor - 310 Langside St., Winnipeg
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No Best Breed

What breed of dog is hbest? The
question which ig 8o often put to cattle
men and poultry men: “Which is the
best breed to keep?” is likely to be asked
of one advocating the keeping of a good
dog on the farm, and the answer must
be the same as that usually given: “It
all depends on what you are looking for;
there are many good breeds and the
best thing to do is to select the one most
suited to vour needs and which appeals
to your taste.”  Altogether there are
at least 200 varieties of dogs, most of
them having very distinet character-
isties. It is not necessary for the farmer
to consider all of these. There are a
few of the best known breeds, any of
which, if a good specimen is kept, would
be well worth their keep on the farm.
By keeping a pure-bred specimen  the
farmer will save himself endless worry,
for mongrels are apt to be up to all sorts
of mischief; and when the litter of puppies
comes, instead of being merely a nuisance
to be got rid of as quickly as possible,
it will be a source of pleasure as well as
profit to the owner.

The Utility Dog

The many varieties of dogs can be
fairly well divided into six distinet races:
Wolf dogs, grevhounds, spaniels, hounds,
mastiffs and terriers. All known dogs
can be classified under one or other of
these race groups. Another common
classification is now in general use,
“sporting” and “non-sporting,”” accord-
ing to the use to which they are put.
All show dogs are entered under

‘

one
or other of these classifications. Dogs
which are bred on a minature scale

ns pets are usually designated “toys.”
The toy dog may and often is kept in
the farm home, as elsewhere.

It is the type of dog, however, which
is essentially a “worker’ which is gener-
ally needed on the farm. Dogs, like
horses or cattle, need training for the
work they are intended to perform. The
reason there are so many useless dogs
on farms is because they were not trained,
but, like Topsy, just “growed.” This
is somewhat surprising when it is remem-
bered that there is no other animal which
will so well repay the time spent on his
training as will the dog. It is elaimed for
him that he possesses the highest intelli-
gencee in the animal kingdom, and certainly
no animal has shown himself to be better
adapted to the role of friend and helper
of mankind. Tt is because the material
was wrong to begin with or because
the farmer did not use patience and
kindness if the farm dog does not turn
out well. So much depends upon the
breeding and hereditary qualities of the
animal

Does Two Men's Work

No one will dispute the value of the
collie on the farm. Among ecattle or
sheep, when properly trained and handled.
the collie will generally do as much work
as_ two men on horsehack. The collie
shows high intelligence and obedience
to the word of command and will carrv
out the wishes of the master with prompti-
tude and faithfulness.  He auickly gets
to know the animals in a herd and will
drive off strange cattle; if one is missing
he will hunt for it and by the use of his

dog can do, and ten other things besides,
Numerous instances could be cited of
Airedales being employed in every kind
of work usually given to dogs. The
breed possess high intelligence, combined

with pertinacity and fearlessness. They
are: compactly built and possess great
strength - for  their size. A couple of

good Airedales are a match for any coyote,
they are good in hunting bear, for wing
game, a< watch dogs, and ean be used
to advantage in the sleigh or p.'u'k team.
There should be no difficulty in farmers
getting the best type of Airedale dogs
in the West

A Profitable Field

The old English sheep dog is almost
exclusively a farm dog and the highly
trained  representatives of this  breed
perform surprising feats in the herding
of sheep and eattle, often entirely unaided
by man. In training these dogs it was
the habit of sheep men to suckle them
on a ewe and let them run with.the flock
like lambs; in this way they acquired
an attachment to the flock which nothing
could break and ecases of sheep- dogs
attacking a sheep are practically unheard
of. There are very few of the breed in
Western Canada  today. There is a
profitable field for any sheep farmer in
Western Canada to breed and  train
these dogs.

There are a number of other breeds of
dogs, any of which would be useful on
the farm. Most farmers are fond of

“sport and when they have the time to

indulge their liking a good dog will he
found a great help and a safe kind of
companion. Any of the varieties of
setters, the retriever, the spaniel, the
ointer and some of the hounds would
{w well worth breeding by the farmer
who has a taste for sport and a liking
for dogs. The farm 1s the best place
to breed any kind of an animal and
the sporting dog raised on the farm,
provided he is given the attention re-
quired, is likely to excel among his
compeers,

Protection from Coyotes

The coyote is a constant  source of
trouble in all but the most closely settled
parts of the West to sheep raisers and
poultry keepers. Dogs are the hest
protection for the sheep or poultry flock.

Many farmers have sccured @ hound
with the idea of warding off attacks
from these marauders. In  numerous

instances where a single dog has been
kept for this purpose, the results have
not been altogether satisfactory, the
dog often failing to show sufficient hostility
to the intruder. In most cases of this
kind the trouble has been watchdog

and  covote  were of opposite sex.
The domestic dog and the wolf are
very  closely related, as is shown

by the fact that the offspring resulting
from the cross are not sterile. For
effective protection from coyotes a pair
of dogs should be kept, one of each sex.
The domestic dog will attack the male

but not the female of the covote and
the same applies to the other sex. The
Russinn - wolf-hound  is  being  largely

kept in districts where covotes are trouble-
some.  Others of the hound family
can be trained equally well for  this

purpose.

for a fair crop the following year. We
are of the opinion that the practice
experience has shown to be best should
not be discarded except under abnormal
conditions of season or price of erops.
We should keep in mind the fact that
we are farming not for the 1915 crop
only, but for the 1916 and later ones
as well.  We would prefer using the old
land for flax and break the new land
thoroughly for a crop next year.”

1 have for sale from lands. The cow pony has hitherto  being bred in Western Canada stubble — even third crop stubble ~ failed
the estate of the late been  the most useful animal to the The Airedale terrier is often deseribed  to give us an adequate return for the
! i W. C. Kidd Canadian rancher, but with the intro- as the “general utility dog.”  He is  work put upon them. Spring breaking
| 1 Percheron ssso duction  of sheep on lands  formerly  certainly put to all kinds of uses and - sown to flax or any other crop may pro-
| | l:;.‘i... 5 roamned by immense bands of cattle  generally performs  satisfactorily what  duce nuthiuu,‘r,r it may produce an
! h) ‘pl’ic':.... $800 {mrl the breaking up of the 4':11‘1|:- industry  is expected of him.  One Airedale breeder, average yield in a favorable year, ‘7”'
1 1 Belgian $1000 into smaller herds, the pony is becoming  speaking to the writer, claimed that “the in either ccase, the land can only with
! price relatively less and the dog more important Airedale can do anything that any other great difficulty be put in fit condition
i Easy Terms

Experience not Encouraging

The general feeling of farmers thruout
the West is averse to flax growing. There
are several reasons for this. Four and
five years ago the price for flax seed was
very high. A great many farmers noticing
this decided to grow flax and a compara-
tively large production resulted. Prices
for flax went down, the yields from the
crop were not very satisfactory in a
great many cases, owing to improper
handling of the crop, both with regard
to_the preparation of the land and in
the subsequent seeding and threshing
of the grain. So that generally  flax
has not been sown to any very large
extent for the past couple of years,
This spring it seems that farmers might
do well to consider seeding a small acreage
to this crop. Manufacturers are sufficient-
ly cghcerned with the present apparent

‘/mm- of flax seed to go to the extent

y
<
advertising thruout the West, urging

s
farmers to sow flax this year. It is
true that October flax is selling now
around 81 .85 per bushel and that if this
price holds flax can be grown profitably,
but from the foregoing statement of Prof.
Bracken’s it will be plain that it is not
advisable to sow flax on new breaking.
Farmers have had a valuable object
lesson during the past year, demonstrating
the value of proper tillage methods being
employed with a view to the storing up
of every available particle of moisture,
and it is not to be expected that a great
deal of flax will be sown on land just
newly broken when last year’s failures
from such treatment are fresh in the
farmers’ memory.
Sow in Spring Plowing

But flax sown on well prepared spring
plowing ought to prove a paying crop
this year with only an average vyield.
Clean seed is essential. One of the
chief objections to flax growing is that
it is very difficult to obtain seed which
is entirely free from noxious weed seeds.
Flax requires a firm, moist seed bed
and should be sown just deep enough
to reach the moisture. It is usual to
sced from 20 to 30 pounds per acre.  Seed-
ing should be done as soon as all danger
of frost is over and can be extended
up to the middle of June. It is not
considered good practice to sow much
seed after the first of June, however.
Under mnormal conditions it requires
from 85 to 95 days for the crop to mature
and, if sown in May, it is often ready
to cut just about when the wheat is
ripe.  Yields range from 10 to 14 bushels

to the acre on an average. It is now
being claimed that Western flax straw,
which formerly has been burned after

the seed has been threshed from it. can
be profitably treated for the production
of fibre from which linen can be made
If this can be accomplished, with a normal
vield, flax should give a good return if
sown this year, d




