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An original ingenious exporimental Philosopher born

1635, died 1703, About 1655 ho was onployed and patronized
by the ienorable lobert Boyle who turned his skill o sceeunt
in the constructiaen of his celobrated alr-punyp,

between 1657 and 1659 Hoeoke's inventive faculty exw
ercised iiaelf in devising thirty dirferent methods ef flying
sccording to the Encyclopedis Britammica.

In 1662 he was aypointed curator of experiments %o
the Heyal SBociety and Iilled the office with extraordinary
diligence and akill during the remainder of his life,

During this peried he translated into nmglish the
Gth Chapter of Lana®s work *I'rodromo® which spreared among
his posthumous philesephical contridutions,

Birch®s Histery of the Reyal Societly containe refer-
onces between 1661 and 1679 to discussions concérning the
art of flying participated in Ly Hooke, but I have not found
any description ef his idoas relating to artificial rlight
produced between 165 7 and 1659, It night be well to insti-
tute o search through his published writings for some ded~

eriptions of hia ldeaa,

He seems to have been an invalid =ll his 1ifg. His
were | o
limbe shranken. His hair hung in dishevelled locks over his Rhag-

ard countenance, HMic temper was irritable, his habits pen~

arious and solitary. Me was, however, blameless in morals

and roverent in religiom. His mcientifie performances were

varied and original, and he has left verind him the reputate

ion of hoing one aof the croatest expeorinental rhiloso;horl\
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