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Omarres XXIX.

Laura Wyndham's first proseeding
after the departure of Bertrand Lisle from
Ohiverley had been to compel her father
to agree to & plan she had formed, of

nding the interval before her marriage
in London. ' Chiverley had become more
hateful to her than ever now that she
no longer had even the society of John |
Pemberton to enliven her, and she de-
olared it was quite impossible that she
could procure even the scanty frousseau
which was all they could afford, in any
shops less fashionable than those of the
West-end of London. There was but one
way by which Mr. Wyndham could gratify
Laura in her wish without inourring an ex.

greater than he could bear, and that

was, by making an exchange of duty with
some London eclergyman for ihe time he
wished to be absent from his own parish ;
he was much too inert to undertake the '
arrangement himself however, and it was
Lurline who put advertisements in the
pers, and_managed the correspondence
which ensued. It wasnot very difficult to
find an_incumbent glad to escape from the
dust and the heat of London for the
. months of July and Aagust, and one such
was induced to enter into arrangements
with the Wyndhams, which resulted in
their having been established in his house
in town two or three weeks before the de- |
claration of war had broksn over France
like a thunder-clap, which reverberated,
with its, ominous peal, through every |

”ﬁmv am - DeWE  Was &

sufficiently to make him wish to marry her,
she had never in the. slightest. degree won
his confidenge, and. che knew  nothing of

Fen “u‘“ l’& ;

ity had given ber so great a shog
nerves wore cumploltoly shaken,
she would have neither rest nop ¥
80 long as he was out of hep Ly
therefore she wes driven to b
would shorten the interval w
have elapred before their my
come at once to take her back
his wife to his Italian homie,
might dwell safely together whily
rible war raged at a distance, ug
unheard by them in their happinesgs
Lorelei had a triumpliant smile ophel Bt
when she oclosed her letter, fop slatl
' never yeot failed to master Be dy

nature, and she believed that ahe
so now, but she had somewhate
herself, for althou
ted to convinece

of the trath of her love for
entire waunt of sym
sacred feelin

' and, uneo

“strong impulee to give up ailat once for the
defence of his native land, by the cer-
tainty that as his single arm could avail
Fracee but little, he should, by doing so,
for a more sentiment wreck his whplo
oareer, lose forever the position t@umhich
he had only attained by years of “steady
progress, and reduce himself to a state of
comparative poverty ; all these contending
feelings warred in his mind, be raid, pight
and day, depriving him completely of caln-
ness and rest ; but the question would soon
be decided : if France were viotorous, and
surely her arms eould not fail, it would
probably be absolate maduess to ruin bis

| prospects for life in order to offer her that
which she neither needed nor desired —but

were unfortunate—ah,
| (he did not finish his sentence, he seemed
| certain that Laurline would understand
him). He ended by saying that his dar-
ling Lorelei wonld, he was assured, foel
| with him that in any case their weddiog

' must be postponed for a time; it would

| make no difference to their mutual love ; |

his heart should be with her wherever he

was ; and he trusted that it might be but a
little timeo before he conld eome to olaim

‘h' l.M was ;‘»

athy with hig g

ous as he was of '
and ounning which had dictated
gain fmn:‘ it an impres
wness an akuvess,

1 = «Torts her selfishnesy
piigh every line of it.
It was a stifling afteraoon in 4
fow days afjer one of the worst ¢
¥, when & eab drove’
the door of the house inhabited ¥
Wyndhams, and a gentleman aligh
it, and, going up the steps, rang

for admittance. :
ever, but & man in every way unli
He seomed about forty years of
a somewhat portly figure, snd i
the most scrupulous correctness. - Ha
hard featares, s sl
keon eyes;

i had & Jookial}
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/yndham read this letter to the

Laura Wyndham rea the Fronch
| aud stamped upon it in & fit of ungovern.-
One of her best natural
| qualities was an even temper, which was
not eacily ruffled, but the cortnts of this
most unwelcome epistle were too much
| for her equanimity ; her own sell interest
rat and last thought always, and
it was clear that her plan of becoming the

' wife of Berirand Lasle,
brought to a triamphant success by so
much wily astuteness, was not only thrown
back to an indefinite period, but absolutely
| endangered altogether.
d's fu:cy. | for Bertrand himself, as we know, which
| made her wish to marry him, but only for |

| the sake of his position, his large income,
| aud the gay world to which he would intro- |

able passion.

It was not B

strongly-marked ha
eomplexion, and small
also, was black and
face close shaven.
deeision and self-
| ner, when he » ]
opened the door, was full of quiet 4N
| ity. Was Miss Wynlhln at '
inquired. The maid thought he'

which she had

It was not love

his deep hidden love for the native land of | duce her; and she knew that if he once t
bis fathers; nor was it possible for her self. |Joined the French army, all this, which |
ish worldly pature to comprehend the | she alone desired, would be put out of her |

generous enthusiasm which could sacrifice
geuonsl interesis io any cause whatever.
he went on, therefore, making arrange- |

a time when “one was looking forward |
with dismay and dredd to the wide-spread,
suffering which was eertain to result from
the 'l‘x?s the O&H sabject of th:l Lorelei’s
thoughts was expected arrival of a set
of jewels which Bertrand had promised to
send her a8 his present before their mar-

bout ten days after war had been de-
clared, hewever, she received a letter from
Bertrand which threw her into a vielent
state of indignation’ and disquiet; he
wrote eviden L:;::or the influence of great
excitement, | ing ‘that'she would at
once understand how ‘for him, by birth a
Frenchmau,the fate of his native country
in this tremendous war mast-needs super-
sede every - other consideration, and ab-
. sorb hig whole soul with fevetish anxiety
the probable resulls of the struggle
were known. id_seemed to have
__been go gocustomed to Mary’s ready sym-
- m bislife-long, that it  fever pe-
" ‘etred to Bim'to doubt that Larline woﬁld
feogl for and With him in his present emer-

Wyndham, sod answered ihat sl
lying down, bat Miss Wyndham' W
| the drawing-room.
| reach for ever; he must, of course, instant- | he wished to see, he answered,
| ly quit the office held under the English | way walked into the house. B
Government, with ils gemerous emolu. | his name, he replied, *“ Mr. B
ments for her wedding, which she was re- | Mebts and many advantages ; and as she ‘
W solved should take placein London, and at | bad taken care to inform herselfl as to his |
well that if he did so
uced to the

It was Miss Wi

Cuarren XXX,

_Mr. Brant is an individaal of
vious career it is neo
some account, in order .
the events yot to be recorded inf
tory may be beiter understood. 1
ish father and an I L

.some_of the chan !

means, she knew ve
‘he woald be
‘pittance he derived from his mother,
and she as his wife to an even more
impoverished
under which she so long suffered at |
Chiverley.

The bare idea of such a disap- | %f.n Lol

pointment just when she had attained the
summit of her hopes was not to be endared
for & moment, and she paced up and down

the room in ang itation, while she |
thought out the < gl e
back from the f:

i
| wi at di of trufh

pulousness which oflen 8
the inhabitants of §

was established gh ond

best mode of holding him | ' -

tal act of resigning his
post; not the faintest response did her

cold heart give to all the feelings for which®
Bertrand claimed her s - enatrio

ism and self-devotion
sible names to her, into
which she could not enter,
seorned him for what she had held to be
the miserable folly of thus ruining his own

be found amo
and sunny sont
Mr. Brant
prince merchants of &k

ympathy—patriot:
re incomprehen-
the meauing of

atid-shie ‘shuply tation of snormoy

E gt

mode of living supported sach & ¥

inhsbihdth&nudm“
enriched with marbl

costly fitkings of yel, :ﬁd:‘&h
of velve

did nmh:s within ite wa

horses, servants, ever:

t

Finally & letter was sent off, which oén-
tained a wild passionate appeal to him for
her sake net to leave his home of

_ m”;’m entirely a8 would have been the | #nd

higearly friend, and he went on

to pour o1} ;
¢ that had plunged him in the most
5 fal perpl : the longing to fly at
once to fight'fer France against her foes ;
e et it by ekt fue
@ un-airly by the eouniry of
his adoption ; the check put- uponrxhis

Her all ‘the ' conflicting féel.

d peace to enter on so dangero

paign, Bhe told him it would kil
she were to know him to be in the
war—that he had

0an procure, was
and, when Mrs. B
went to Court with snoh
mon:l. o gave such

won her love, and there-
had & claim on his life, and that if
ot wish })er to die of terror and dis-
give up the idea of volun-
the defence of France ; then she
¢ the very idea of such a calam-

teering for




