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' half centurv.  Itis witha teeling of profound ‘
’a'.\e that we gaze on the outlines of the vast
picture as Providencee and propliecy unioid
it, and meridian Lizht falls npon it.

We spoke inour last of tBK period just
elapsed s the scazon of préparation—the
moral state, iu cocial, civil, scientitje, and re-
limious concerns.  The clements of mighty
azencies have been brought into being, and
their power has been tested—but only as the
trinl trip of the ocean steamer preparatory
to the distant voyaze.  Feundations have
been laid, and the carly eourscrs of the su-
perstructure Lave gene up; but nuly far
enough to devolupe the plan of the great
Builder.  The quarrics have been  o-
pened, and the sound of the hammer. is heard
en every side; Iwn the temple remains to be
built, and the polizhed stone gathered into it,
that the top stone may lwhmught forth with
shouting of ¢ Grace,” * Grace,”

The work, then, of the half eentury on
which we now cnter, is that of ed:ficatin—
in the literal and spiritual sense—huilding
“upon the foundation of the npmxh .\nd
prophets; Jesus Christ himself” being the
chief corner-stone; in whom all the hulldmw
fifty framed together, groweth unto an holy
temiple in the Lord.”

There may be those  who regard their
mission to be that of demolition : men who
would destroy the marrinze relation, to lay
new foundations of 2ocial happiness: arouse
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some Utopian end. Bt they secm not to
know, that destruction and construction are
quno difforent things 3 and that the way  of
wisdom and of daty leads in the dircetion of
positive efiirt on the walls of the temple, ra-
ther than ever - the batiering-ram which
as oiten s'rikes the aates of triend as foe.
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The kingdom of the }Co

spoik<l.  ‘The brain may be employed in
planming, the hands in executing, and the
feetin running on errands of merey.  Add
to this direct, personal influence, the power
of associated effort, and the-helps providen-
tially furnished by the press ; think of the.
facillties afforded by the existence of Chris-
tian Brgnmmhon with their lines of commu-
nication and action stretching around the
globe; bear in mind that every railroad,
and steam-boat, and ocean steamer, and te-
legraph, and printinz-press is embraced in
the inventory of instruments for buildtyg up
the kingdom of Christ, and may be made to
contribute to the extension of  Christian
knowledge; and wi'l you not say, * All
these teols shall be vigorously employed in
the work which i< most worthy of my toils
and sacrifices. I will use them all as op-
portunity presents; and T owill bestow my
noney freely (6 cmploy them where T can-
not go to build the walls of the spiritual
temple 7"

With what spirit shorld the work be done ?
It should be praceful. 'The sound of the
hammer and the axe should no longer be
drowned by the clashing of the swords of
fratricidal controversy.The rising wall should
not be thrown down by one set of work-
men, because laid with a trowel of different
form from: their own.  Iphraim should not
vex Judah, nor Judah, .giphraim. AN
shoald not rush to the same spot to build,
because it is easier work, but should c¢mu-
late each other iu secking the posts of dan-
ver and difficulty. It should e with an ear-
nest spirit that the work advances.  Lvery
body else is earnest, wnd Christinns are ear-
neat in other mattera: why not in thin? 1t
should be done with an enterprising gpirit.
Worldly schemes are prosecuted on n tre-
mendous seale now-a-dags,  The world will
svon be girdled with raittoads and sigamers.
erce Will compass The earths for. gain.
Stall thoe spirirml edifioo for: which the
world is kept in being, and for which nll
worldly enterprises are the mere scaffold-

. spivital K ndom, Tts oo
e, It
iy oral jrower, It

On chanvele <z ripans horne, :
Wilmot, Deo . 1 hoart ot

ance with e

Armrrs.

Y
o
AR fo~liomnes

unmahes rovernents, by

..‘l\ it

ing, linger or waste 2 Or shall not this ge-

s BoManjast alli- neration mark the " Tidd of the completad
work of the ehiureh ju the e~tabli Tnent of
the | he kingdom ot the

Son of man?

redeeming, joy-inspiring truthe

it be our highest ambition to M

religion, both by precept and by exampla, 89
all within the sphere of our influence.  And

may we say, in the langeage of the ”8
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“low came 1 by my wick
“ Thaty” he replied, 4 is a
does not concern you fo m!
namely,—How you shall
have a wicked heart, whi
tircly unfit for the ki
vou must have a new hegl
be suved 3 and the quonlitl
deeply concerns you is, how you
tain it "
“ Buat,” said the man, “ T wish
me how I came by my wicked hoart P © -
“ 1 shall not,” replied Dr. Nettl
that at present ; for if I could do it 4@
entire s'\unf.ncuon, it would not in the,
help you towards obtaining & new. besst
The great thing for which [ am - solicheus
i, llml you should become a8 new m
and be prepured for heaven.” 1
A« the man manifested no dispositien
hear anything on that subject, but aill
red the 1|n¢-~lmn how he camne by his
heaxt, Dr. Nettleton told him tlm bls
tion resembled that of u man who ls:
ing, whils Lis frieuds are attempting.te catp
his life.  As ho rises to the “I‘ﬂ“
water, he (-xclmms. “ How “1.’
“ That question,” says oneof W)
“does not concern you sow:  Tully

this; i
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w,” replies his friend.

“Then I'll drown,” ravs the infatosted
man, and, sparning all proffcred nid, sinks
10 the bottom.— Dr. Nettl-ton's Kemadne,
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