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flock on thé Way ()f the Cross, each !
Friday night, never takes his eyes
from the gcenes above him. At the
Twelfth Station, if you are watch-
ing him instead of keeping your
eyes where they belong, you will see
hig chin tremble, his hundg clutch
the staff of the cross a little more
rigidly, and his lips move in silent
prayer, or perhaps it is a threat,
a8 on that first round of the |
Stations

Father Cassidy sometimes sighs,
and saye now that he has a son,
he wonders just what Buddy will
turn out to be But Anne, Father
Cassidy’s faithful housekeeper, with
a wise shake of her old head,
answers softly.

‘* Faith, your Reverence, ’'tis|
myself thinks he has the build and |
the eye of a General—or a Bishop.’
—Bernardine McCarthy.
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When the last
for the conversion
proposed to the
League, in 1912, there were
180 Catholies in that country.
years later the Catholic popu!
had doubled. If this rate of con-
version is kept up, China will have,
in 1982, four millions of Catholics
and in century possibly forty
millions. ‘““ What a dream,” ex-|
claimed & missionary writing from |
China, ' if at the end of a century |
there was one Catholic for every
ten Chinamen.”

And yet the dream may come
true. At the present time the|
Holy See is taking a special interest ‘
in that countrv. Only recently it
appointed a Delegate Apostolic,
Mgr. Celeo Costantini, who is now
the ecclesiastical head of a hier-
archy comprising fifty-six vicariates
apostolic and sixty-one Bishops.
These prelates have jurisdiction
over 2,468 foreign and native
priests, who in their turn minister
to the spiritual needs of 2,143,000
Catholies.

While French missionaries are
still the most numerous in China,
owing to their long years of labor
there, other national sources have
been tapped ; and missionaries hail-
ing from Italy, Holland, Spain
United States, Ireland, Canada,
England, and Switzerland, are at
work. DBesides, these Foreign
Mission clergy, the Religious Orders
are well represented. Among these |
are the Salesians, Augustinians,
Dominicans, Franciscans, Society of
the Divine Word, Fathers of the
Sacred Heart of Mary, Lazarists,
Passionists, Jesuits, Trappists,
Marists, Little Brothers of Mary,
and Brothers of the Christian
S(‘h()(n]ﬂ.

It is consoling to see so many
different nationalities and com-
munities employed in the work of
converting China, but what is more
consoling and perhaps promising
more for the future, is the constanc
increase in the number of the
native clergy which, since 1912, has
risen from 681 to 1,030. besides
the native Chinese who enter the
religious bodies, there are at the
present time 818 theologians and
364 philosophical students in semin-
aries, with 1,700 studying the
classics in other institutions, all
preparing themselves for the
evangelization of their fellow-
countrymen

All these
and efficient
view, namely
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ralized
objeet in
conyersion to the |
Catholic 1;;'7)1 f a vast country of
7,000, a population whose
national lmu_\ is the greatest on the
}llu}n . However, mar y obstacles
must be overcome before pagan
China can be claimed for the
Church. Among these may be
mentioned the voluntary "»!rmun
of the Chinese, their dis of
strangers and foreigners generally,
their internecine struggles, their
obstinate* attachment to |2i<~~ nml
usages thousands of years old, their
blind respect for super .'.) ns,
traditions and for beliefs and |
practices that savor of idolatry, the |
narrow formalism of their educated |
classes, the incapacity and rapa- |
riousneesof thosein authority among |
them. To these obstacles must be |
added one for which the ',‘hinvsu\
cannot be held responsible, namely l
the multiplicity of theChristiansects
which are at work there, hindering l
the progress of the true Church. |
Who will blame the poor nagan’
|

|

|

[

|

|
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have
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but subtle Chinaman, no matter
how well disposed he may be to the
religion of the foreigner, if he asks
the missionaries who ses ) convert
him to Christianity, to come to some
understanding among themselves
as to \\.n‘xtt'w» be !1 ve, before
begin to teac *h hin

Once the chief
of the way,
offer such

obatacles are out ‘
no people in the world |
facilities for wholesale |
conyersion. The Chinese are honest,
frugal and simple in their tastes.
Family life among them is admir-
ably constituted, and it may be
affirmed that, outside a tendenhcy to
polygamy certain districts, the
relations of parents and children
approach our own Christian ideal
In China, as in the ancient Rome of
Prudentius, ‘‘the heirs of pagan
ancestors, from their tenderest age,
surround with homage and fear all
that the grey hairs of their fathers
taught them to respect.”

Our hopes for the religious
future of China are based on solid

in
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| things.
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' | enjoy the
' | a8 themsely
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| of the Chinese tongue,
at home with it as David was in the
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grounds. Japan has shown in the

past thlrty yeara with what asto und
ing assimilating power the Yellow
Races are endowed, whst rapid
progress they can make in white
civilization, and what influence
they can acquire when guided

intelligent and encrgetic leaders,

If Japan had only the saving leaven |
| of Christianity to crown its civiliza-
| tion,

what a wonderful
would be! Why not look for some
such geood fortune for religion in
Chinese Republie? Its Catholic
population is increasing ' répidly,
and Chinese Catholics have already
given proof of their assimilatin,
power by their adoption of the
usages in vogue in the Church
other lgends. They have their large
churches, their grottoes of Lourdes,
their processions, pictures, medals,
scapulars, ete, which, after all,
refer only to the external side of

nation it
oe !

Chinese Catholics is not less con-
spicuous for its examples of faith
One of the most popular
devotions among them is the Way
of the Croes. The pathetic story of
Our Lord’s Passion and Death
makes an intense #ppeal to those

good people. and they never tire of |

following Him in epirit in His foot-
steps to Calvary

of Prdyer is solidly
them and the Morning Offering is
an integral part of their daily
prayers. The Chinese Catholics are
praying for the conversion of their
fellow-country m« and look anx-
ously for wnen millions
shall kneel same altar and
yiritual )\1‘\3‘:;"4
For Chinese Catho-
the’ Mass
A religious

rooted amongst

n
the day
at the

game 8]

is a
feast of the soul.
in China writes us: ‘““A young
missionary who, after six months
of heroic application to the study
is a8 much

armour of Saul, asd who goes
timidly for the first time to cele
brate in some little country village,
i8 quickly put at his ease whin he
hears the traditional Kyrie
Dumont’s Royal Mass. True, the
Latin words are badly mangled,
but the hearts of the singers are in
the right place and so are the
notes

What a splendid victory it would
be for Christianity if China were
brought over! That vast land has
lain long enough under the blight
of Buddhism, Taoism and Con-
fucianism. It is time that Chris-
tian teaching loosened the grip that

those base forms of religion have on |
grip which has |

that country, a
lasted several thousand years, one
that does not yield to any ordinary
means. The help of God is needed

and this can be secured by zeal and |

we
of freedom

prayer. China needs our help;
muset hasten its day

| from the thraldom of Satan by our

efforts.
by the
human

God wishes to save souls
cooperation of other men;
aid in the work of

of the Church’s apostolate.

Why is
it that China has

not taken its
as

Because
prayers—

as it sho
of work

quickly
apostles

9
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and

secondary saviours—have not been |

found. The Church is continually
inviting, urging apostles to work
and pray, but these are slow
responding to the ecall.
thousand are now at work in China,

but what a paltry handful they arve |

when compared with the apostolic

| army t‘mt ghould be there!

Undout
readers \\t[ not
go to China to work
sion of that country.
sur called upon

edly the majority of our
be ;
for the conver-
But they are
to do some
in Canada th are
raining-schools for mission-
aries of both ¢ hat look us
for practical ition. There
the China Mis ge in Toronto
College just be-
ginning in Montreal. Among
women there are the Missionary
Sisters of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, of Montreal, ,mrit » Sisters of

¥ o
thing.

seve

re
al
to
on Colle
Missionary

| Our Lady of the Angels established |

in Sherbrooke, Que Both Sister
hoods are already at work in China
We can help all four institutions by
our alms, and thus share, though it
be only intlnn"l]_\'.
in which
happily it wou
zeal for the we
pagans at
example will suffice. A few years
ago The Messenger appealed to its
thousands of readers throughout
Canada to furnish a ‘‘ Burse of the
League of the Sacred Heart” for
the training of a missionary in the
China Mission Colleg who would
in China for long years
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'n started for the conversion
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THE GUARDIAN ANGEL

some

Deving, S. J.

God extends His protection to us
through many agents, chief among
whom are the Guardian Angels,
whose office is to aseist and save all
human wayfarers from the perils
that at every turn in the road
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threaten the life of both body and |
soul. This consoling truth iscle arly
taught in the Se ‘riptures, which eay :
“For He hsath given His Angels
charge over thee to keep thee in all
thy ways.”

Not only the years of childhood
but youth in its prime, and manhood
in its decay and old age come within
the province of the ministering
Angels. A simple faith in

|8 fraud when

| ber of the
the |

power and protection of our celes. |

tial companion, who walks with us
every step of our life, iz one of the
greatest needs of our materialistic
and self.sufficient age.

Surrounded as we are by the vast |

throng of malign and unfriendly
spirits that menace the soul, and by
physical dangers that jeopardise the
very existence of the body, let us
turn constantly to our Guardian
Angels for that defence and protec-
tion Which they alone can give, and

But they were not such, Mr.
Marriott said they were produced
by fraud unnotiegd by the observer.
Sir Conan I)m? testimonizl to
Hope, therefore, falls in value, if it
has any ; obviously he cannot detect
there avowedly is
one,
Mr. Edward Bush,
Research

another
Society,

mem-
sent

|
of

Hope a photograph of a man whom |

Hope presumed to be dead.
first sitting a spirit
through; at the

At
megsage came
second sitting a

the |

spirit picture of the subject of the |

photograph appeared. Yet
subject was Mr. Bush's son in-law
who was alive and well. The spirit
message was Jin the same hand-
writing as that of other messages
received through the same agency,
and had the same errors in spelling.

| The spiritists admit that the mes-

show those all-shielding epirits the |

honor and gratitude they deserve,—
The Pilot.
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SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY
R. &, Maciregor

Ph. D,,

in Amer

The field of gpirit phenomena is
wide, and within it epirit photo-
graphy bulks largely. That all
such photography is a fraud has
been proved times without number.
l’,ut the ranks of the gullible never
grow thinner; some minds can go
huw ing the teeth of the

The history
however, ha

in

of spirit photography,
been particularly shady
The trickery which seems insepar-
able from all branches of spirit
phenomena has been preeminent in
From the Catholie
standpoint such humbug and
bungling need to be exposed
the unwary may not stumble.
It is just about fifty ars
the idea first took shape. In
a psychic studio was
established by a gentleman named
Mumier. But he proved such a
charlatan that he was laughed out
the business. His experienc
had revealed how rich was
the erop of dupes, so he bobbed up
until the
him
for obtaining money by fraudulent
means. From that date he vanished
permanently. Some years later
and Mrs. Guppy, two well
known English mediums, appeared
as his successors. But their ability
was on a plane lower even than their
morality ; so they were
exposed and passed beyond.
1875, Buguet, a Frenchman,
England. He was an imperial
grand wizard of charlatanry and an
expert photographer. He pro-
duced spirit photographs so impres-
sive that he won the confidence of

ye

since

In

confiding. When Buguet returned
to France he was charged with
fraud in the manufacture of spirit
photographs. At the trial he
owned up; he admitted that his
assistants and double exposures
were the real source of his spooks.
This confession put a quietus on

But after twenty years it has
acquired a fresh lease of life and is
at present probably the most
popular feature of the many
trickeries of so called
phenomena.
Human credulity is an inscrut-
quality. It seems able to
with high intelligence
other directions on the
individual. For
Stainton Moses, a well-
ng spiritist who ha
uet’'s most zealous ch
ntinued to believe in him
his confession of fraud
insisted that the judge must
have km'n prejudiced and
Buguet must have sworn fal
a monetary consideration.
hypothesis is the more pr
And so the argument is two-
edged. If Buguet could'fake police
bribes, he could also take false
photographs.
Today the spirit
'iuihf

able
many part
instance
the Rev.
known E
been B
pion, c«
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He
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tographer
Probably
in photography
his credentials are not a bit
trustworthy that those of his pre-
decessors. The three leading spirit
are William Hope,
Conan Doyle

ph

a brisk trade. he

ers
whom S
“th

of Great Britain,”” Mr. Vearn-
combe and Mrs. Deane. The British
College of Psychic Science acts as
these three,

th

lik

For years
institution of
of honorable
Research
test sitting
no maiden
coy than that
Mr. Marriott,
ygraphic expert, solie
ited Hope without result; later he
challenged Hope with the same
Sir Arthur Conan
assured the world that Hope was
he had watched him at
his work, and fraud was impossible
in the way the pictures were
duced! Mr. Marriott was not to
shaken off. He offered to
spook pictures in
gimilar to those in
worked. The offer
the test took place
of Psychic Science. Doyle and four
others acted as observers. Mr.
Marriott’s apparatus was carefully
examined, his actions were carefully
watched. All agreed that no fraud
was being practised. Yet

official approval.
British
but
the
tried to
Mr. Hope.
was ever more
medium. Then
London pho

nature more
Psychic
get a

But

Society,

be

which Hope
was accepted ;
at the College

spirit photographs. If inability to
detect trickery is proof of real
spirit pictures these were genuine.
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the |
plates when developed showed two |
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sage is a forgery but along with
Hope they still claim that the
picture is quite genuine. A recent
issue of the Scientific American,
however, recalls an incident that
happened recently. Mr. Price of
the Research Society had
seeking a seance with Hope for five
years. One was at last
college ;
terms two guineas and the provision
of a packet of six quarter plates.
As a precaution agrinst trickery
Mr. Price arranged with the
Imperial Dry Plates Co., London,
to provide him with a special half-
dezen plates upon which a design
had been stencilled by x.rays. At
the college, Price met Hope and bis
assistant Mrs. Buxton. The lady
asked if the plates had been
tampered with, ''They are in
exactly the same condition a8 when
received from the maker,”” was the

| perfectly truthful answer.
that |

The seance commenced ; the com-
pany sat round a table ; Mrs. Buxton
led in singing a hymn ; Hog
a long prayer invoking the aid of
the Almighty. In view of what was
to follow immediately, it was a
particularly audacious display of
irreverence. Hope brought the
dark slide to Price for examination.
The latter marked it, so that he
would be sure it
in the camera. Both men went
the dark room. Price opened
» packet of plates and loaded the
marked slide. Hope then asked
Price to pick up the unused plates
same time taking the loaded
glide from him. Price never lost
sight of the glide in l{(r:«".‘-‘ hands,
and he noticed him take a half turn
from the light, then, quickly put-
ting the slide in his breast pocket
remove another one.
finished repacking Hope
loaded slide,
two left the dark room.
handing the slide again to Hope,
Mr. Priee looked for the marks he
had placed on the slide that he had
loaded. Of course they were not
there. Price took his place before
camera ;

and the
Before

One showed a spirt
of a lady; the other
y a photograph of Price. But

‘extra”’
gimpl

| neither had any trace of the design
| stenci

spirit photography for a long time. | college does not allow spirit

led on by the The
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tives to be taken
other negati
Immediately after
remaining plates were
be developed; the x-ray design
on each. When the
negative retained by Mr. Price was
compared with those remain ng of
original half dozen, the glass
found to be of a different thick-
ness and color. Yet thi Mr.
William Ho according (u Sir
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s another d
He claims to
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of the Britich Journal of
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all the impostures palmed off upon
credulous world, spirit photo-
graphy is the most shameful and
the most shameless.”” The factors
necegsary to success are credulity
in the dupe, dexterity in the photo-
grapher, and humbug in the
medium. The method is quite
simple. You may have a choice of
gseveral. The photographic plates
are impressed with the psychic
images before they are exposed
upon the living sitter, or a trans-
parency is interposed between
plate and sitter, or at the moment

a
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been |
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| all
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exposure a figure previously
made up glides wechanically into
the field of view and passcs out of
sight before the lights are turned
up. Whatever method is adopted |

me
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need

some form of trickery attaches (n excuse there is for all this bragging

it. All epirit photography

fraudulent, There i8 no npiri(
picture that has been produced by
any medium anywhere the like of
which eannot be produced by skilful

photographers without any psychic | on that account.
leaders |

aid. The exposures of the
might well awaken suspicions as to

the genuineness of all spirit photo- |

With the facts of these
exposures all interested
may make themselves
For these things are not
corner

graphers

familiar
done in
All the records are open to
scrutiny. But apparently it is of
no avail. Some people apparently
like to be duped. As long as they
wish to be they will be.
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| PRACTICAL ADVICE TO

YOUNG AND OLD

Don’t neglect to
and night prayers,
gshort.

Don’t forget to make your morn-
ing offering, and to renew
good intention during the day,
ing frequently : ** All for Thee,
Jesus, all for Thee.”

Don’t give up the pious practices
which have been taught to
adopt, su paying three ‘‘ Hail
Mary’s” in honour of the Immacu.
late Conception, reciting the Rosary,
and making an Act of Contrition at
your bedside

Don’t down to, from
your meals without saying grace.
‘I very strietly require thanks for
that I give.”” (Christ to Dis
ciple, Im. of Christ iii. 9.)

Don’'t neglect to invoke the
names of Jes
temptation.

Don’t associate with any person
of doubtful character, remember-
ing that ‘‘a man’s worst
are those who lead him into sin, his
best friends those who keep him
from it.”

Don’t frequent any places of
amusgement dangerous to your soul;
seek yvour recreation, by preference,
in healthy outdoor exercise.

Don’t fail to join some
established the
you reside: Children
Society of St. Vincent
Catholic Federation.

Don’t forget to co-operate as far
as possible in Catholie social works.
Help th

Don’t be so foolishly proud as to
think that you may read, without

ay your morning

be (hn-_\' ever so

you

*h a8

n

nor rise

sweet
ue and Mary in time of

Society
in
of Mary;
de Paul ;

poor.

danger to your soul, all and every- |

one of the papers,
novels published
prudent. You
fire

Don’t ever imitate the example of
those who disgrace their Holy
Religion by staying away from Mass
on Sundays and Holy ¢ of Obliga-
tion without valid excuse, and by
eating flesh meat on Abstinence
days.—Southern Cross.
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When we hear modern essayists
either deifying or deriding the prog-
ress of civilization, we are re.
minded of & passage in that essayist
of the older school, who has com-
pressed so much wholesome phil-
osophy of life in the too short pages
of his golden book, My Unknown
Chum. Writing on the cant of
Progress in a memorable passage
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