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bad something wolfieh in it,

“Patey,’ he panted, "is
Patey ?

“It is I, Dada,” eaid the little
voice, that had been sweeter to him
that even the birds of Heaven could
be.

“But your grave isin Ballygrua,
gaid the man. ‘I buried you there
myeelf.”

"“Not
body."

“Where have
Patey ? And where
that she doesn't come too ?
is in Heaven, praying
you ; and I cannot go to her."

“What keeps you out of Heaven,
Patey ?"' said the man, and his hands
worked ot the thought of his in-
vieible enemy.

“Not God, Dada, but you

“Oh, my God!" said the man, re
turning unconsciously to the cry of
the anguish “How do I keep you
out, Patsy ? I who would stay in hell
forever o buy you an hour of
Heaven.

“Look about you and see.”

Tom O'Keefe peered about him in
the darkness. Then he saw beyond
the circles of the light, fangs and
claws and eyes of torment innumer
able and the eyes gloated towards
him. But where the light from the
child and his tree fell upon the road
there was a sharp circle, and within
that space was clear of the demons.

“They come nearer and nearer,”
said little Patey. ‘'‘Every minute
they remind God that your cup 18
full. 'Tis only for my eake and
mother's that God has patience.
Your angel went back to Heaven
long since. If I left you, you would
be lost.”

“Don't stay with me, Patsy agra,”
said the man, “if you would rather
be in Heaven

“Because of you,’ said the ehild,
unheeding, ‘'1 have never crossed its
door, I have never tasted its blessed-
ness. God allows it. The other
children are with God and Our
Blessed Lady in Heaven. I keep my
wat | on earth

“An’ it's Dada that's keepin’ you
Patsy ?"' asked the father.

“It then gaid the ohild
“There 1illions and millions of
children in Heaven, this holy month
all g Our L praises while
the angels light the tapers.’

Something of longing in the child's
voice stabb nan's heart

“Is it lon out of Heaven,
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you leet flends you. The
other children have their beds of
down where they rest when the sleep
takes them.”

“How long have
img over me, Patsy ?

“Sines you laid my
churchyard and said,
Ged!

“Oh, my God!" cried the man
again,— ‘two years and a half-year !
It is a long time to kesp you between
earth and Heaven, Patsy.’

lie au i gaid the child
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“How can I do it, Patsy
gimned beyond forgiveness.”

“Bat you have loved much,” said
the wise child. "“And God forgives
much to love. Basides He pardons
when He is asked for pardon. Kneel
down there in the road, make an act
of eontrition, and sign yourself with
the sign

The man did as he was bid.

“Now." said the child,” look about
you
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rejoicing as his Master before him
3\:(:,4 the sheen which was lost,

T of
gpread far and wide, and if he had
drawn crowds to hear him befors,
more came now, for it was eaid he
had supernatural visitation. But
Tom had nothing to e 11 them only
over and over again the weords with
which little Patsy had left him

the sinner

6 Newa Tom's conversion

“@God is love. God is love !” und“
a8 he-said it to them the tears ran |
down his face. |
Tom O Keefs died the other day a |
very old man, and with the reputa
a saint, He had lead
to God than ever he
away from Him, with

more |
had |
his |

tion of
sinners
drawn

| simple gospel that was the last w ord |

on his lips,

They say now in that part of the
country, when there is a death or
troubles are hard to bear, " Well sure,
(God ie Love, as old Tom O'Keefe
Lord rest him, used to say.”—Truth,

THE HAND OF GOD IN
THE CHURCH
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The Wisdom of the
shown in all things. The ways and
means of the universe become a
greater marvel in proportion as we
know them. 7The mostreverent me
are the students of nature.
Astronomers are lost in admiration at
the magnitude and exactness of the
firmament. Chemists meet surprise
after surprise being the wonders of
theectionand reaction of theelements
Physicists behold a miracle of adap
tation in the various departments to
which they apply themselves, In
man himself what a masterpiece of the
Creator do we contemplate. Themind
of man, the will of man, the memory
of man! the senses which like
outer servants minister unto the
brain of man how wonder
fully are they adapted to their task.
Sight, touch, hearing and taste bring
the outside world into the very
mind. How, we know not. In some
way material impressions from with
out are transmitted to the immater
ial soul. By speech the intangible
thoughts of the mind are conveyed
to the outside world. No matter
what we consider in the world about
us we find always a marvelous adap
tation of means to the end. Thisis
the wisdom and power God who
knows all things can do ell
things.
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God’s judgments, Ever itspretecting
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him passing into his eternal inheri
tance. Every weakness of man finds
in the Church a help to strength,
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the unity of faith and of the knowl
edge of the Son of Ged.” (Bp.4:11,)

In the works of nature we flnd in
variable absolute raliability
according to established norms. So
alséo in the Catholic Church. God
has endowed her with infallibility,
“"He who you hears Mae,
" The spirit of truth will abide with
you forever.” "The Church of the
living God the pillar and ground of
Truth,” (I Tit. 8:15.) In the works
of creation we behold system and
order. The organization of the
firmament and the subtle co-ordina
tion of the physical and chemical
world surpass conception, In the
Catholic Church we see an organiza
tion so perfect that it is the admira
tion and puzzle of the world.
1t is God's work. Twelve
fishermen did not do what
the greateet statesmen of the world
cannot do. Indestructibility, in
errancy and organization, the three
great characteristics of the universe
we find standing out prominently in
(iod's creation, the Church, Every
other organization the world
changes, wears out, disorganizes and
up. The Catholic Church
forever the same, Every
other organization admits the possi
bility of error. The Catholic Church
in God's name guarantees the truth
She runs her course as regularly and
surely as the sun. Other organiza
tions like meteors flagh for a moment
epeed on, whither no one can tell,
and disappear forever. The sun goes
down but only to rise again in all the
glory of morning. And so the Church
fought hard by a wicked world has
often seemed to go down and her
glory to vanish, only to rise again
more brilliant than ever, always to
give life and light to the children of
earth. We do not know ho
holds ite course in the firmament.
The law of gravitation is but & name.
What it is no one knows. It is
power of God, that we know
80 the Church continues her cour
in the world and it does 8o not b
power we know on earth but by
power of God. Ifthe Catholic Chur
were not a divine creation she
have gone to ruin a thousa t
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God would secure peace among men
not by compulsion but by their free
choice although the road to peace be
one of blood and tears, and humanity
murders itself in beating its swords
into plowshares. Humanity drifts
because 1t forgets. It forgets Him
Who promised peace such a8 the
world can not give and Who hung
helpless in the hands of His enemies
on the Cross of Calvary precisely t}
He might help drifting man,—(
olic Sun,
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CARDINAL AND THE CHILD.

A Belgian priest who was a student

in the Univereity of Louvain, under
Cardinal Mercier, recalled an incident
that shows how tender of heart this
great prelate is.
" A few years ago the Cardinal was
drivingin bis automobile from Mech
lin to Antwerp. little cuild
crossing the road in front of the
automobile. The cardinal upon
notkicing the danger to the child, lost
no time in shouting to his chauffeur
to turn the machine on the wall
alongside the road, with the result
that he was violently thrown out of
the automobile and severely injured.
His face today bears the mark of
this accident, and he has often
beard to say how much better it was
for him to have met with this acei
dent than to have had the slightest
injury befall the little child.
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AN UNASSAILABLE REFUTATION
As the weeks roll on and the coun
try's resources are being utilized to
the utmost in the prosection of the
War it is becoming increasingly difli
cult for the anti Catholic American
bigot to propagate with any chance
of success the obsolete lie that Cath
oliciem is a menage to the welfare of
the Republic or that individual Cath
olice give to their country only a
dividend allegiance, says The Ave
Maria. The public and private utter
ances of our hierarchy and of our
most representative layman ; the act
ivities of the Knights of Colambus
and other Catholie sssociations of
men and women ; and, more parti
cularly, the authentic records, in
black and white, of the percentage of
Catholics in both Army and Navy
these constitute an unassailable refu
tation of any charge of disoyalty of
disaffection on the part of the
Church.
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THE ASSUMPTION

It could not be, my Queen,
shouldsy lie

Within a noisome grave, and exile

know

Him, Who, as thy Son, had

blessed thee so

With tender love thy life to glorify !

Anear on earth,in Heaven He wished
thee nigh,

That thou to man thy gracious pow'r
might show,

That thou to him shouldet point the
way to go

And from this Vale
each one's cry !

that thou

From

of Tears hear

Let us then, Mother
with thee.

And thank our God for this exceed
ing grace

Which crowns thee as the

Heaven's domain !

unto us that

day be

Where we may see the beanty of thy
face

And evermore with
remain !

dear, rejoice

Queen of

Grant we may one

Christ and thee
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THE FIRST STEP

The first step
prejudice against
make and ite

gays The Catholic

towards removing
the Church to
doctrines known,
Herald. But that
you can not well do if you are not
up to date in your knowledge of
Catholic matters. Often we see
Catholice apologizing for something
that does not eqist, and whick is a
mere invention of the enemy
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chaine about the heart, enslave it
more than the most active and turbu-
lent vices.—Hannah Moore.
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