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oathedrals and basilions which have
stood for centuries and which still
excite the admiration of the world,
Those men of genius were aware that
they were working for the honor and
glory of the King of kings, and the
motives that animated them trans-
tormed their labors inte mots of re-
ligion. And, after all, how reason-
able was their point of view | Ifloyal
subjects of earthly kinge, they
asserted, may spend their time and
substance in providing eastles worthy
of their royal masters, how much
more readily should the loyal chil-
dren of the Heavenly King build
temples for Him who deigned to come
amonget them te offer Himselt as a
voluntary eacrifise for them.

This noble spirit of faith in the
presence of the Divine Victim on the
altar was the secret of the religious
tervor of our forefathers. It gave
them courage in trial, patience in
gorrow, generosity in promoting Hie
honor and glory, zeal in preaching
His goodness and love, Anditis a
consolation to feel that what
happened in the past is happening
algo in the present age. The same
generous enthusiasm snd spirit of
taith is dotting every clvilized land
with Catholic churches where the
Holy Sacrifice, surrouuded with
pomp and eplendor, is continually
being offered —a consoling object
lesson of the progress of religion as
well a8 of the intensity of the Catho-
lic faith. But there is something
more consoling still. So anxious is
the Divine Victim to be with the
children of men that He is satisfled
with a minimum of external eplen-
dor ; He is as willing to rest in the
tiny wooden chapel as in fanes built
of stone or marble. How often is
the Holy Mass offered under the
bumblest conditions, when the mis-
gslonary, for instance, sets up hie
portable altar in a miner's cabin or
in a wigwam out in borderland. In
those humble quarters faith supplies
what is lacking to the senses, and
one may kneel and adore the God of
glory there as he may in the noblest
temple ever raised to honor Him.,

But there is another aspect of our
duties to the Victim of the altar
which must not be overlooked.
While God will reward the efforts
mads in stone and marble to promote
His external glory, the dwellinge He
seeke most of all when He visits the
earth are the hearts of those for
whom He sacrifices Himselt so
generously. This is the important
fact; we have not only a God to
worship, but our eouls to sanctify.
The Holy Eucharist which is offered
up in sacrifice is algo a Sacrament.
The heart of man, therafore, should
be the noblest tabernacle of the
Lord. Aware of this, the Church
counsels, urges her children and, a8
it were, saves them from themselves
and from their own weakness and
peglect, by irmposing certain duties
on them in their relations with the
Sacrifice of the Mass. If Catholics
really knew Who wae being offered
on the altar, if they konew what
treasures of grace they might draw
from the reception of the Body and
Blood of the Lerd in Holy Com-
munion, they would net require
much urging to bring them to Mass
on Sundays and holydays, as the
Church’s law requires, but on other
days as well. How nebulous is our
faith ; how slow of understanding
are we! The King visite the earth
deily and there are 8o few who go
out to meet Him ; He is in our midat
and we know Him not; Hg offers

Himgself to be our Food and we pass
Him by. The Blessed Mary and
John the Beloved Disciple, who were
present ot the firat great Sacrifics,
knew Who it was that really hung
on the Cross ; the pagen seldiers who
mounted guard on Calvary did not.
They were on the hilltop to keep
order ; they did not know that the
Son of God was with them in the
flesh ; the tragic sacrifice was con-
summated before their very eyes,
but it did not appeal to them ; only
the centurion knew and understood.
How many Catbolics are there who
live in the pagan state of mind!
How many are there who are present
st the renewal of the Sacrifice of
Oalvary, whose faith is obscare, who
realize the Real Presence not at all
or only in a vague sort of way!
Their demeanor at Mass is not that
of Mary or St. John beside the Cross,
but rather that of the Roman guarde
who looked on, bored and impatiens,
leaning lazily on their halberds, and
pr t only b their duty kept
them there. On the other hand,
recall the scenes of fervor cfien wit-
nessed among people who may be
poor and illiterate, but whose faith
is strong. Listen to these wards
from the pen of & recent Protestant
tour®t in Mexico, "I attended Mase
in the cathedral,” he writes; “at
lenst three thousand wers kneeling
—an impressive sight anywhere, but
in this setting of majesty, solemnity,
and historic asscciation, a picture of
touching eloquence. And they knelt
throughout the services, for Mexican
churches ars without seats. . . .
1 stood in the shade of a pillar, to
render my Protestantism less con-
spicuous. There was no rustle
of skirts ; no vain, studied stride ; no
looking about to see the milliner's
creation worn by neighbors. There
were no unctuous ushers to escort
belated Pharicees to high seats. It
was one tremendous democracy of
Mexican sinners—the rich, the poor,
—kneeling side by eide, ‘each class
obvious of the other's presence, and
each showing an intensity of pur-
pose that seemed to say: ‘Lord, be
mercifal to me a einner! The
thousand Masses they had attended
had brought no callousness.” This
scene which impressed the traveller
in Mexico may be witnessed in other
Catholic lande as well, vast congre-
gations of people who have
succumbed to the eupernatural
attraction of the Mass, and who, de-
spising heat and cold acd distance,
consider it a duty to assiet as often
a8 they can,

Unhappily, there are innumsrable
Catholics who, through lack of faith
or knowledge, have not felt this
attraction and employ the flimsiest
excuses to shirk this all important
duty of their Christian lives. Not
merely i Mass left out of their daily
routine, but a headache, a rain-
shower, an unexpected visitor, a
humdred other reagons easily found,
are quickly seized wpon for being
absent from Mass on Surdays and
teast daysa. The conduct of such
people is not pleasing to God ; sure-
ly they are called upon to obey the
laws of the Church a little better
than that. Evidently their duty is
to go back to the study of the cate-
chism or to listen to the instructions
of their pastors on the Holy Sacrifice,
80 that their taith may be enlivened
and their resolution strengthened.
Ongce the tall import of the priest's
actiond at the altar dawns upon
them, once they begin to realize
what thie great act means in their
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spiritual lives, it will be an easy
matter to bring them to Mass often
—even daily, and make them atten-
tive and devout while there, Mem-
bers of the League should set the
example of sesiduity in assisting at
Mass. To whom should Catholice
furn it mot to our Promoters and
Associates to show them how to
appreciate the great gitt ot the Mass
in 1te double sspect of Sacrifice and
Sacrament, and to teach them how
to profit by the inexhaustible ocean
of grace flowing therefrom ?

E. J. DEVINE, 8. J.

LIBERTY OF THE
GOSPEL

One common objsction against the
Catholic Church made by Protest-
ants is the olaim of her infallibility.
They do not acknowledge her right
to proclaim dogmas and they accept
the Bible as their only rule of faith.
They preach the liberty of the
Gospel, which means that each one
may interpret the Bible as he
pleases.

The enjoyment of this liberty is
responsible for the establishment of
hundreds of denominations that
claim some kind of divine origin.
But while they denounce the eo-
called dogmatiem of the Catholic
Church, they are in every sense of
the word, dogmatists themselves.
The Presbyterians have their confes-
sions of faith and theology quite
different from that which holds good
in the Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist
and other creeds.

It they had no differences ol be-
liet they would all coaleecs in one
Christian Church. There would be
some stepi taken towards that unity,
or which Christ prayed : "'That there
may be but one flock and one shep-
bherd.” But a Baptist is not a Meth-
odist, nor yet a Presbyterian, nor a
Lutheran, nor anything elee than a
Baptiet, holding to the dogma that
immersion is the only legitimate
form of baptism and to other dis-
tinctive tenets.

When therefore the Baptist and
other non Catholic denominations,
who still bear the name of Christian,
acouse the Catholic Church of dog-
matiam, they are accusing them-
selves. No church can have per-
manency without authority and with-
out dogmas,

There are not many dogmas in the
Catholic Cnurch, and outside of
them Catholics enjoy the same
liberty of the Gospel that Protestants
do. It is not at all neceesary that
all should be agreed on one inter-
pretation of a certain text. What.
ever differences of opinion there
may be among commentators or
readers the Catholic Church will not
interfere, wunless they ocntradict
some article of faith—dogma. The
great libraries are fllled with the
tomes of commentators who show an
admirable variety and vereatility of
interpretation. There is, there-
fore, berring a few dogmas, the
liberty of the Gospel in the Catholic
Church quite as much as there is in
the Protestant churches.

Theve is algo dogmatism in all the
Christianehurches—Catholicandnon-
Catholic, only with this difference,
thatthenon-Catholicbodies taketheir
atticles of confession or creed from
the Bible on their private authority
and the Catholic Church hae back of
bher the inerrancy and infallibility
of her divine founder, Jesus Christ.
She is the historic Church extending
not only to the days of the Refor-
mation, baut to Pentecost and the
Apostolic times.

What evils have been wrought by
the Protestant principle of “liberty
of the Gospel” is matter of history
and was already acknowledged by
the early reformers. Luther, here.
siarch a8 he was, had a German
bluntness about him and writes :

“Now, our Evangelicals are bacom-
ing eeven times worse than they
were before ; for, after we have
learned the Gospel, we steal, lie,
choat, eat and drink, and give way to
every vice. Verily, if we have cast
eut one evil spirit, seven others,
woree- than the first, have now
entered in and taken possession of
us, as is to be seen in princes,
nobles, gentry, citizens and peasants
—who behave without shame, disre-
garding God and His threats.”

Calvin complains :

“When so many thousands of men,
having shaken off the Papal author-
ity, had enrolled themselves eagerly,
a8 it ssemeth, under the Gospel, how
few among them have repented of
their vices! Nay! what else have
the majerity shown to have been
their desire, but that, having ehaken
off the yoke ef superstition, they
might launch out with the greater
treedom into every kind of lascivious-
ness ?”

Bucer openly avows :

“It is but too weil objected against
us thay, whilst we loudly condemn
the prayers, fasts and other ancient

religious obssrvances, we ourselves, |
on the other hand, neither pray, fast, |
watch nor labor ; but have regard |

only to geod living and the gratifi-
cation of the senses ; anxious to spy
out evils in others, to whom we our-
gelves are in no way superior.”

The wily, but erudite, Exrasmus :

“Look around on this ‘Evangelical’
people, and observe whether
amonget them less indulgence is
given to luxury, lusd or avarice than
amonget those (Catholice) whom you
go detest. Show me any one person
who by that ‘gospel’ has been re-
olaimed from drunkennees to 8o-
briety, from fury and paesion to
meekness, from avarice to liberality,
from reviling #o wall-speaking, from
wantonnees to modesty. I will show
you a great many who have become
worse through followingit. . . .
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It may be my misfortune, but never
yet Lave I happened to know any
person who did not seem to have de-
teriorated under its influence.”

Even the keastly founder of the
Church of England eays in hie laet
spesch to Parliament :

“The Bible itselt is turned into
wretched rhymes, &ung and jangled
in every ale honee and tavern. Iam
gure that ocharity was never go faint
among you, virtue never at a lower
ebb, and God Himself never less
honored or worse sexved in Christen-
dom."”

We chesrfally admit that Protest-
antiem in these latter days, when
many of ite leaders do not believe in
the divine inepiration of the Bible
and hammer away at the divinity of
Jesus Christ, till there is nothing
lett of it but a bare hanging eign, ie
gill standing for Christian principles
and civie righteousness; it could
hardly be otherwise. Thete is some
sap lefé from the veins of the
original trunk whose branches are
still spreading over the entire
earth,

But ethics is not Christianity any
mora than Christianity ie ethics.
The Pagans—Greeks and Romens—
had a cods of ethics. Plato, Aris-
totle, Cicero, Seneca, and others
taught a moral philosophy: so did
Confucius end Buddha., Their
gyetams are far removed from the
lofty precepts and counsels of the
Christian religion.

Without authority and without in-
tallibility the Christian denomina-
tione, separated from the Catholic
Church, will eventually go to pieces.
There is nothing to bind thew. In-
differentism has already largsly re
placed positive balief in the teach-
ings of Christ and His Church. 16
could not be otherwise €0 long as
ench individual accerding to Pro-
testant rule may interpret the Bible
according to pleasure, By this
critericn one Christian denomina-
tion is a8 good as another, and no
better than atheism or agnosticism.
It would be a reasonable forecast to
say that the time will come sooner
than is expected for only two camps
—the Church cf Christ and the vast
army of unbelievers. Thet Church
of Christ, embcdied as it is in the
Catholic Church, will prevail in the
end, for she has Christ's promise :
“I will e with you even unto the
consummation of the world.”—Inter-
mountain Catholic.

THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

The Immaculate Conception is one
of the most glorious privileges of the
Mother of God. It is of the faith of
the Church acoording to the decree
“Ineffabilie Dsus” of Pepe Pius IX,,
issued over sixty years ago, that “the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary in the first
instant of her conception was by &
gingular grace and privilege of Al-
mighty God, through the foreseen
merite of Jesus Christ, the Saviomr
of mankind, preserved fres from all
stain of original sin.” She wae made
by the gracioua act of Ged the grand
exception of that general law, the law
of sin and death, by which we areall
born children of wrath, because of
the primal sin of our first parents
from whom we have received our
tainted human nature.

The Blessed Virgin Mary is by
divine election the mother of our
Saviour. All that may bs said of her
fellows from the words of St
Matthew: “Mary, of whom was
born Jesus, Who is called (Christ.”
Mother of Ged defines her personal.
ity, accounts for all her exceptional
gifts, explains her special preroga-
tives, dowers her with the fulness of
grace, and bestows upsn her a unique
position in the Providence of God in
the ealvation of mankind. ‘“Thou
art all fair, and stain is not in thee,”
are the words of Scripture which the
Church applies to Mary in her
Immacualate Conception. Fair was
she for the mind of God to contem-
plate before time began, fair from the
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firet instant of her existence, fair for
all eternity as the sinlegs mother of
the Eternal Son,

In the Boek ot Esther we may read
the story of a peerlees types pf the
Mothsr of God. Esther, great in her
sanotity and humility, is not included
in the edict of the King to destroy all
the Jews, but in her favor it is eald :
“Thou shalt not die, for this law is
pot made for thee but for all others.”
I# the power of making exceptions to
laws belongs to earthly Kings, with
musch geeater reason does it belong
to the King of Kings, and for whom
was it more filting than for the one
whom God had predestined to be the
mother ot His Son, that an exception
should be made ? The fittingness of
Mary's sinlessness was ever a favor-
ite argument with doctors of the
Church in discussing her Immaculate
Conception long before the dogma
was defined. The concept of Mary in
the eternal mind, the association of
her with Divinity, the office she was
to flll for the Redeemer of humaenity,
all indicated that she should be
granted extraordinary graces. The
decree of the Incarnation involved
the decree tha' God should have a
mother, He might have become
man in many other ways, but He
chose to become man in this, and
selected Mary from all eternity to ba-
come His mostbeloved and cherished
and honored parent. Of her the
Church epeaks in the language of the
Book of Proverbe, ‘The Lord posses-
gsed me in the beginning of His ways,
before He made anything from the
beginning, I was set up before
eternity and of old before the earth
was made.

So closely did she belong to the
Lord, the Author of all grace, that
ghe was never placed outside the

realm of that redemption which her
Son was to work for herself and for |
others. Her Immaculate Conception |
placed her within it from the first; |
God's preventing grace preserved at |
lenst one of His creatures from all |
stain of sin ; Her soul magnified the |
Lord for the grea$ things He bad
done to her, and conspicuous among |
them was the creating of her outeide
the darknees of sin and the consti- |
tuting of her in the full sunshine of
His infinite grace in the eublime pre-
rogative of her Immaculate Concep-
tion.—Providence Visitor.

CECIL CHESTERTON

WHY HE BECAME A CATHOLIC

Much interest has been aroused in
Ireland lately ( writes a Dublin cor
respondent) by an address given at
the recent Conferen®e of the Catholic
Truth Society of Ireland by Mr. Cecil
Chesterton. Mr. Checterton, whose
ability as a publicist is somewhat
overshadowed by the greater fame of
his brother, G K, is a man of very
advanced opinions om many subjects.
He is a convert to the Catholic
Church, and his conversion is another
evidence of the width of freedom in
political thought enjoyed by Catho-
licse. In his Dublin address Mr, Ches-
terton tomched on the attitwde of the
Cathollic Church towards Socialism
and syndicalism. Mr, Chesterton is
amonget the ablest of thinkers and
most brilliant men of letters at the
present day. Thateuch aman should
by conviction, aiter deep thought
and considerable mental straggle,
become & convert to Catholicity is a
remarkable tribute to the Church.
It {8 all the more remarkable when
it is known that Mr. Chesterton was
for many years a Soocialist.

SOCIALIEM AND BYNDICALISM

Asg he mentioned in his lecture, he
was restrained from joining the Cath-
olic Church largely by the reason of
its hostility to Socialism. Then came
the revolt mgainet the traditional
Soclalist dootrine by the extreme
wing of the movement. This was
oalled ' Syndicaliem.” It was, mo-
cording to Mr. Chesterton, very vague
in its aims, very hazy in its philo-
sophic basise. But ita oriticism of
Soocialism was deadly, said the lectur-
er, and all unconeciously it followed
almost exactly the lines of the oriti-
cism of Socialism contained in the
Encyclical of Leo XIII. It was thai
which finally inducsd Mr, Ches-
terton to join the Catholic Church.
He had perceived the Church to be
right on nimety-nine questions out of
a hundred. On the hundredth alone
he hed fancied her wrong. When'!
she turned out to be right on that the
thing looked to him like a miracle.
In this way was Mr. Chesterton con.
vinced that the Oatholic Church was
right in the stand which it takes
againet Socialistic theories, Soocial-
{sm and irreligion are very closely
allied, ‘and Catholics particularly
sheuld be on their guard and do what
in them lies to prevent the spread of
Socialistio ideas. The flrm stadd
taken by Hibernians in Dublin some
years since agained the methods of
the Syndicalists who sowght to ex:
port Catholic children fo Socialist

homes in England was the subject of

much commendation on the part of
the Catholic clexgy. The teachings
of the Sociailste are ertirely opposed
to those of the Catholic Caurch, and
for thod remson they must be com.
batted on all and every occasion.—
Edinburgh Catholic Herald.

A NEW FAD

We all remember how that family
of Hogans here in Boston won a cer.
tain sort of fame for iteelt by seek-
ing to change the good old Irish
naeme of Hogan to something that
sounded more Anglo-Saxon. The
thing must be catching. In Chicago
a young man, named Francie Joseph
O’'Brien, cashier at the Stratford
Hotel, had his nams changed to
Frank J. Bryant, "It ie not unusual
for a man to changs his name,’ com-
ments Judge P. McGoorty ot Chicago,
in this transmutation, “but it is un-
heard of that an O'Brien should
change his for another. It is one of
the most {llustrions names in his.
tory, tamed for valor on the battle
fleld and wisdom in the forum.,”
Another good American in Chicago
who bears the name of O'Donnell—
Patrick H. at that and one of the
bast-Eknown men in the Windy City—
sald of this deserter from the O'Brien
clan :

He knows no history, He gave up
the most illustrious name of a dom-
inant race for one that has neither
hietory nor significance. He sold
hie birtbright and didon't even get a

mees of pottage.-—Sacred Heart Ra
view.
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