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BRITISH CONSULS WILL WORK.

36g

f f '
t °*,r. U'iuw Briton^ 'Whether in the United Kingdom ot
the colonies. Nothin* wouid give me greater pride than
ev fee that rhad helped to extent! the trade of the- Dont n-
ion. 1 would suggest that it should be made known as wide
ly as possible through officii! publications, Chambers ut Copi-
Aicrce &c., that Hritish consular officiais in this country will
tike pleasure ill answering Canadian commercial inquiries. 1
.have bad very few '.inquiries from Canadian firms, but l <lu 
not think any business has resulted. Our consulates only 
make an annual report, and it WuuUt tic better tor the pti S- 
pective Canadian Lmver - or seller to address
quiry to me," ■
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Specimen Replies to Invitation Fropt Dominion
Minim try of Commerce.

The excellent effort to set thc British Consuls in the 
United States at work for Canada that was made by the
Department *of Trade and Commerce last winter, vs pretty
fully described in the monthly report of the department for
May. just issued. The department’s circular letter was re-
plied to by most of the British Consuls in the United States,
of whom there are hfty-three. All professed great rydiness
to serve the interests of Canada. ^

Sir Richard Cartwright’s inquiry was sent out in Jan
uary. The earliest reply was dated January 15th, [[ took
the Consul at New Orleans until May -1st to indite
lus reply, and I he acting Consul it Savannah considered
the matter untilFMay apth. Thc answers are all interesting,

and out, at least portentously serious. There is a delicious
touch of pomposity in this sentence. “You will please look
upon this letter as the expression of my own personal views;
and not necessarily those His Majesty’s Government,”

The circular letter Assumed that the services of British 
Consuls were always aval’abic whenever the Empire’s trade 
might demand. And asked:

(a) What suggestions can you offer seeking to bring
-> about more intimate commercial relation, with Canadian

business men?
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Portland Regrets Absence of Reports.
, Nr. Uaidtgw, Consul at Portland, Ore. —"J am often
Called upon by Canadians for advice; n it so often about
commercial matters relating to Canada, but more often 8S 
to land and tariff questions. It is not the province of a
British Consul to encourage thc trade ut America to the
detriment of British trade. I have never looked spun my-
sclt as merely the representative ot a section of the Empire.

“If Canadian business men would make their desires
knpwn they would assist in every way practicable. A? con-
suJ cannot make business or work up business, but lie can
make suggestions and answer inquiries which might lead to 
this. I hare had exceedingly ftttlc ÇOrrtspondcnCC With 
Canadian firms. I regret that none of the departments of
the Canadian government have ever thought ot sending their
reports to this office for my information unless specially
inquired tor. Not even changes in tariff are notified."
San Brencisco Interested end Surprised

Mr. C. VSt.-Bennett, British Consul General at San Pran-
C1SC0, under date of January 18, 1906, states, in reply to the 
circular:—“The circular interests me because all that tends 
to the consolidation of the component parts of the Empire 
must be thc wish of every subject of thc Empire. It sur*
prises me Because I gafther that an impression seems to
exist in same quarters that British Consular officers take
.no interest- hi colonial questions. I fiever made any distinc-
tion whatever in giving assistante to all subjects of ihe
Empire. Jf&large trade between British Columbia and ban.
Vrancisco Ülready exists. It is presumably in the hands of 
business/men to sec the opportunity offered ,tn<( sci£v it.
Any assistance asked for I «will be nu^st happy to grive when
ever possible." fr

Don’t Ask Philadelphia too Much.
Mr. Wilfrid Powell, Consul at Philadelphia;—“I shall be

gla lo assist in bringing the tact home to Canadians that
a ritish Consul ; is not appointed to his post merely for
the purpose ot assisting people in ot 1rom the mother |X
country. Firms in Canada should address their require
ments to the consul. taking care that the inquiry is made in 
fullest detail in order that the consul may be able to ob
tain if possible equally full information. We have Had a 
considerable amount of correspondence on commercial mat
ters with Canadian firms and business men. in some cases
evidently with satisfactory results, judging trom letters ie-
eeived. Canadians might receive some benefit from' the as- -
sistanee of consular officers provided they do not expect
them to act as representatives of their firm, or as sometimes
the case, as commercial travellers. Moreover, information 
must not be sought for of a nature that a consular officer .
cannot properly obtain or ask for.”

Small Prospects at New Orleans.
Mr.fH. T, Carew-Hunt. Consul at New Orleans;—“1

jrs ready to do anything in my power to assist Can-
adian commercial interests in my district. 1 would suggest
that
States should he sent to the various boards of trade and 
chambers of commerce throughout the Dominion, with thc
information that the services of such officers are at the dis
posal ot Canadian merchants to promote Canadian trade
interests. Similar lists miarht with advantage be sent to
other institutions. 1 have had little if anv correspondence
with Canadian firms, though I do not' think that .Canadians 
could at present extend their market to any appreciable ex
tent in my district.”
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(b) Have you had much correspondence with Canadian
firms? If so. has it resulted satisfactorily be otherwise?

(c) Do you think you can assist Canadians
their market in your district?

Assurance was given to the British Consuls that, should 
they so desire, all official publications issued by the Can-

» tdian government qhould be forwarded them regularly.
Very general thanks was expressed in the replies therefor.
which has led for the first time tn all the more* important of

g the British Consular offices in the United States bring fur-
nished with a large number of official Canadian publications.
If ere are some extract* from replies:

to extend
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Chicago Post Suggested.

Mr. Alexander Finn. Consul General at Chicago:
”i beg to remind you that so in after my arrival at this

post I wrote you offering the services of the staff of the
Consulate at Chicago, with its Vice-consuls at six large cities
m <>th*r States, in any way that might be useful to you,
*• [ h»v« always considered myself as representin'! the
whole Empire and at the service of any and every British
subject from wheresoever he might come 1 consider that
X T*>rr.#rn,a,'ve^ . °f the departments of governments in 
, . Empire, on visiting a town, should make the consulate 

tbeir headquarters, and if resident in the town Should have 
tnnr office with the Consulate. Most of the correspondence
that we have had with Canadians on business has been with
persons seeking agencies in Canada for American goods.”

Nothing Doing at Boston.
Mr. Wyndham, Consul al Boston; "Canadian. do not,

*?' r airmy ”w" experience ot nine years a* a British Consul
. » proves, avail themselves of the assis-
tance bf British Consuls. J have never had during my

experience, any inquiries from a Canadian merchant. 
from the other colonies, from Australia and fndia “Uch llt- 
QUirjes are often received and are as promptly attended to

• ?s similar inquiries • fr<*n Great Britain Such assistance as
™ tny power I will gladly give to any Canadian firm seek-

ng markets tor their goods in my consular district. 1 shall
pleased to receive from your office any official pub'ication

you may desire to send me which will he filed here for the
?”■ . Canadian, m this district. I believe there are resi- 
Qent in Boston and its vicieity^bout 150.000 Canadians.”

c»"rspondencc <>P<ned with Mr. Wyndham had im-
fcl s îf rffect- fOT Mr Wyndham shortly a ft-, stated' that

had certain inquiries which hr could not answer a he
,^1,a Jo fall back upon. Upon the same being fur-

mshed him Mr Wyndham replied thauhe had already
answered the ifnquiry correctly'. •' * 1

Vork Always Heady to Serve.

YorW-L-qt‘TJ^' Sand*f»OII. K.C.M G.. Consul General at New 
not ‘I nOW\°f ”° vaKd reason why Canadians should 
cersanh' the Services of British Consular affi
le,, u TCM| .aKcnt,> ^tmgh in practice thev do so
ihi, lha residents in the British Isle, Th- service, of
disposé" Co Ktncrlà art amt alw»y^ have been at their 
verv «mail Cottcspondcncc with Canadian fi-ms h-, been
the e,™ proximity of the Dominion and

tlittlf rtmi|L hr adc br,wrrn thr two enuntne*. i hare 
el,rnd?h l"**“««**re could b- given to Canadian- to

requirement,"3 *°*atrr if they would Mate their

Ready at Galveston.
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Savannah Tells of Wrong Impressions

Mr. A. Harknes,. - Consul at Savannah Ga :—(“For thc
last few years vefv few trade,inquiries have been received
at this consulate from Cnnadiap traders o'wnv. n<> clou ht.
to wrongful impression* apparently entertained hv th«-m on 
the subject., f should be glad to have it understood that 
no hesitation or reluctance should he felt bv Canadian in-
quircrs who are desirous <ff assistance from the consular
officer# in this district Therr is some export trade from
the ports of this district to Novi Scotia and Ne«- Bruns
wick-. ipostly in yellow pine lumber, rosin, turpentine. *ç, 
hut comparatively little business is done ip dihect Canadian 
imports, as such goods of Canadian origin a* arc consumed 
here come, as a general rule, by way of New York and
Boston. Improvement <n the present conditions nvvht be
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