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August 24, 1906.

BRITISH CONSULS WILL WORK.

Specimen Replies to Invitation From Dominion

Ministry of Commerce.

The excellent effort to set the British Comsuls in the
United States at work for Canada that was made by’ the
Department “of Trade and Commerce "last winter, 18 pretty
fully described in the monthly report of the department for
May, just issued. The department’s circular letter was re-
plied to by most of ‘t)u' British Consuls in the United States,
of whom there are hifty-three. Al professed great readiness
to serve the interests of Canada. 1

Sic Richard Cartwright's inquiry was sent out in Jan-
ary. The carliest reply was dated January s5th, (t €ook
the Consul at '\‘('\\ ()rlc‘:un\ until May -1st to indite
fis reply, and ghe acting Comsul at Savannah considersd
the matter until* May 20th The answers are all interesting,

* . 3
and one, at least portentously serious. There §s 2 deliclons
touch of pomposity in this sentence. “You will please look
upon this Jetter as the expression of my own persona) views:
and not necessarily those of His Majg¢sty’s Government,”

The circular letter dssumed that the services of British
Consuls were always avai'able whencver the Empirg’s trade
might demand, dnd asked: - ‘

(@) What suggestions can you offer seeking to bring
about more intimate commercial relations with Canadian
business men?

(b) Have you had much ¢ rrespondence with Canadian
firms? 11 so, has it resulted satisfactorily or otherwise?

(¢) Do you think you cam assist Canadians to extend
their market in your district?

Assurance was given to the British Consuls that, should
they so desire, all official publications issued by the Can-
gdian government should be forwarded them regularly,
Very general v‘han‘u was expressed in the replies therefor,
which has fed for the first time to all the more important of
the British Consular offices iz) r)l:-'l'n?t('d Sv:lt(wa being fur-
nished with a large number of official Canadian publications.

Here are some extracts from replies:
Chicago Post Suggested.

Mr. Alexander Finn, Consul General at Chicago:

“I beg to remind you that soon after my arrival at this
post | wrote you offering the services of the staff of the
Consulate at Chicago, with its vice-consuls at six large cities
m othée States, in any way that n1_igh( be useful to you,
@ [ have always considered myself as representing  the
whole Empire and at the service of any and every British
subject from wheresoever he might come. 1 consiler that
all representatives of the departments of goverfiiments in
the Empire, on visiting a town. should make the consulate
their headquarters, and if resident in the town should have
their office with the consulate. Most of the correspondence
that we have had with Canadians on business has been with

persons seeking agencies in Canada for American goods.”

Nothing Doing at Boston.

Mr. Wyndham, Consul at Boston: “Camadian: do hot,
S0 far as my ow n experrence of nine years ag a British Consul
of the Umited States proves, avall themselves of the assis-
tance of British Consuls I have never had durin‘(" my con-
sular experience, any mquiries from a° Canadian merchant.
Fr‘ur_n the other colonies, from Australia and India such in-
Quiries are often received and are as ;;romptly attended to
i similar inquiries fram Great Britain, Such assistince as
IS In my power | will gladly give to any Canadian firm seek
Mg markets for their goods in my consular district. 1 shall
be pleased to receive from your office any official pub’ication
YOu may desire to send me. which will be fled here for the
use bt Canadians in this district. I. belicve there are resi-
dent in Boston and its viemity_about 150.000 Canadians”

The correspondence opened with Mr, Wyndham had im-
mediate effect, for My Wyndham shortly aft~r stated that
he had certain inquiries which he could not answer a: he
had no data 1o fall back upon. Upon the same being  fur-

Mished him. Mr. Wyndham replied that>he had - already
answered the inquiry correctly ' =
New York Always Ready to Serve.
Rt » . ’
L Sir ( erey Sanderson. XM G.. Consul General at New
ork I know of no valid reason why Canadians should
‘:(.“ -\‘\TH\ ”)('Hl\l')lt'\ of the sérvices of British Consular offi-
‘tr\ and commercial agents, .‘nl(flﬂug(l 1 practice thev do so
r;:. !‘h:m residents in the British  Isles The services of
beoeo oy ate general are and always have been at their
:.('_;_P."*lh " Corre spondence 'with Canadian fi-ms h~s been
‘h! Small considering the proximity|of the Dominion and
‘m'{ extent of the trade between the two countries, T have
n‘r ‘ ‘f"‘:\" that assistance could b~ given to Canadian- to
Lo e market in this country if they would state their
Tequirements ” : 1

Always Ready at Galveston.
Mr. Horace D, Nugent, Consul at Galveston:—"His

-F:!(*"I“,\'» ("-»n\n]ar officesrs are the public servants of the
re at

‘j should he_ our pleasure t~ ho'd our-
times to assist the commercial interests

aree

selves ready at al]
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of our fellow Britons, ‘whether in the United Kingdom ot
l.hcrculunu-\. Nothing woud give me wreater pride than
to feel that Fhad helped to extend the trade of the Dow n-
on. 1 would suggest that it should be made known as wide-
ly as possible through official publications, Chambers of ( om-
merce &c., that British consutar officials in this country. will
take pleasure in answering Canadian commereial mquiries. 1
Vh.‘u'g' had very few dnquiries from Canadian firmts, but | do
not think anty business has resulted Our consulates only
make an annual report, and it would be better for the pros
pective Canadian lw_ycr or seller to address a letter of in-
quiry to me. 5

Portland Regrets Absence of Reports,

Mr. Laidl#w, Consul at Portland, Ore. —“] am otten
called upon by Canadians for advice; not so often about
commercial matters relating to Canada, but more often as
to land and tariff questions. It is not the province of a
British Consul to edcourage the trade of Americans to the
detriment 'of British trade. I have never looked upon -my-
self as merely the representative of a section of the Empire.

“1f Canadian business men would make their desires
knpwn they would assist in every way practicable. A con.
sul cannot imake- business or work up busincss, but lic can
make suggestions and amswer nquiries which might lead to
this [ have had exceedingly fttle correspondence with
(‘:m.’ujlmn firmis. | regret that none of ‘the departments of
the Canadian gaverament have ever thought of sending theis
reporis to thu' office for my information unless specially
ingquired for, Not even changes in tanff are novified
San Francisco Interested and Surprised,

. Mr. C. W./Bennett, British Consul General at San Fran-
aisco, under date of January 18, 1906, states, in'reply to the
circular:—"The circalar interests .me because all that tends
to the consolidation of the component parts of the Empire
must be the wishi of every subject of the Empire, [y sur
1)riw~ me Because I gather “that an mpression seems to

exist n same guarters that British Consular officers take

no interest.m colonial questions. I never made any distinc-
tion whatever in giving assistance to a)l subjects of the
Empire. Aslarge tradé between British Columbia and San

Francisco d\f(‘.’ll‘)’ exists. It is presumably in.the hands of
business ‘men tq see the opportunity offered and secife i,
Any assistance’asked for I .will be mdst happy to give when-

cver possible, N
Don’t Ask Philadelphia too Much.

Mr. Wilfrid Powell, Consul at l‘hxl:a't»!clphi:_nv ~“I shal! be
glad 0 assist in bringing the fact home to Canadians that
a Britsh Consul | is not .'lpptnnh':! to his post merely for
the purpose of assisting peoplé in of from the mother
country. Firms in Canada should address their require-
ments to the consu), taking care that the inquiry is made in
fullest detail -in otder that-the consul may be able to ob-
tain if possible equally full information.' We have had a
considerable amount of correspondence on commercial mat-
ters with Canadiag firms and busirgc;u men, in Some cases
evidently with satisfactory results, judging from Tetters ve-
ceived. Canadians might' receive some benefit from the as
sistance of consular officers- provided they do not expect
them to act as representatives of their firm, or as sometimes
the case, as commercial travellers.. Moreover, information
must not be sought for ¢of g mature that a consular officer
cannot properly obtam or ask for.”

Small Prospects at New Orleans. :

Mr. (. T% Carew-Hunt, Consul at New Orleans:—*1
am always ready to do anything in my power to assist Can-
adian commercia) interests in my district. | would suggest
that a list of the British Consular officers in the United
States should be sent to the various boards of trade and
chambers -of commerce throughout the Dominion, with the
inf--rmnlinvg that the services of such officers are at the dis-
posal of Canadian merchants to promote Canadian trade
interests Similar lists might with advantage be sent to
other institutions. 1 have had Yittle it any correspondence
with Canadian firms, though [ do not think that .Camadians
could at present extend their market to any appreciable ex-
tent in my district.”

Savannah Tells of Wrong Impressions

Mr. A. Harkness, -Consul at Savannah Ga "l--~rllh-
fast few years very few trade nquiries have been received
at this consulate from Canadiap traders owmneg, no doubt
to wrongiul impressions apparently entertained bv them on
the. subject I should be glad to have it understoad that
no hesitation or reluctance should be felt by Canadian in-
quirers who are desirous of assistance from the consular
officers in this district There is some export trade from
the ports of this. district to. Nova Scotia and New Bruns
witk, mostly in yellow pine lumber. rosin, turpentine, Xc¢,
but comparatively little business is done. in didect Canadian
imports, as such goods of Canadian origin as are consumed
here come. as a general rule, by way of New York and
Roston, [mprovement i the present conditions. might be

hoped for in the near future if a' proper effort is made in

the Tight direction”
-




