
Never in the life or in the death 
of a man, with the accompanying 
evidences of a greatness that were 
universally appreciated, havq vhv
words of the Psalmist, "Et Exal.u- 
vit humiles,'' been more touchingly 
applicable, than in the career on 
earth of the late lamented Superior 
V>f St. Sulpice—Rev. Abbe Colin. Tt 
has been promised by the Son ol 
God, Himself, that the humble shell 
be exalted; and apart from the bless­
ed and unending exaltation in heav­
en, even on this earth, does the réc­
ognition of virtues and sauntilv 
mark the departure of the elect. In

lin? He died without making a will. 
Why should be make a will, since he 
was possessed of no worldly goods? 
His rosary end his crucifix were all 
the objects that he could claim as 
his own. The very vestments in 
which he was buried were not his; 
they belong to the community. Yet 
that • man had built churches, 
schools, academies, colleges, semin­
aries. a university, and even in the 
Eternal City an institution that will 
stand as long as Rome stands, a 
monument to his zeal and his won­
derful administrative talents. There 
is no grander, no more inspiring tem-
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our last issue we had barely time 
and space to announce the death of 
the regretted and beloved priest, 
whom all so deeply mourn, and to 
add a few biographical notes to oui 
brief statement of that sorrow! ul 
event. Since then the city has wit­
nessed a spectacle that, in all its 
details, must long remain engraven 
upon the minds and hearts of the 
•people.

During Sunday afternoon, and nil 
day Monday, the remains of the 
dead priest were exposed in the lit­
tle private chapel of the old S-mmi- 
ary building. Thousands upon thou­
sands entered that historic *'difu «‘, 
paused before the familiar form of 
the great departed, knelt in brief 
»nd fervent prayer, and went out 
filled with emotions that no lang­
uage can translate.

As we stood beneath the low ceil­
ing, and between the ancient walls 
of those small apartments, so l\k$ 
the olden shrines of primitive ages, 
so dark, so lowly, so devoid of oil 
ornament, all signs of contort, of 
all that belongs to this world or to 
this world's life, we figured to < ur- 
selves the intence self-sacrifice, the 
unqualified self-abasement, the rigid 
poverty of the one whose mighty 
works were planned therein and ex­
ecuted therefrom. Hiat little cfiapel 
with its bare oaken floor, its ''unad­
orned altar, its pictureless wails, its 
cushionless seats; and that adjoining 
room, wherein the Superior of that 
great and wonderful community, 
spent hie days and his nights, in 
mortification, prayer, and labor, 
brought forcibly to our mind the 
immortal lines of poor-Gerald Grif­
fin's to "Sister of Charity."

pie on this continent than the 
Church of Notre Dame. From its 
pulpit, times out of mind did Abbe 
Colin pour forth the tide of his elo­
quence and erudition; into its sha­
dows, when twilight was passing in­
to night, used he to silently glide, 
to enjoy a solitary hour in a heart 
to Heart communion with the Di­
vine Tenant of its tabernacle. But 
from that pulpit, and from that 
splendid slirine he went back to the 
humble, the colorless, the uninviting, 
the miserable, tiny, square room 
that he dignified with the title of 
the "Superior's apartments," to 
there continue his labors, his vigils, 
his studies, his worries, his cares, 
his solicitudes for the good of souls, 
for the propagation of the faith, 
for the glory of God.

Ah! they build magnificent churches 
these great communities! But they 
build them for the people, not for 
themselves. They erect grand educa­
tional institutions; but they are for 
the rising generation, not for either 
their own profit or glory. Profit 
they have none—not any more than 
had the Superior whose poverty was 
deeper than indigence; glory th< 
know not. tor like him they live 
the atmosphere of self-denial. Even 
the rule of the community forbids 
the pronouncing of any eulogy over 
a depiarted member—no matter how 
conspicuous his talents or how mani­
fold his triumphs {in the cause of re­
ligion. He who was so prodigal

t
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saints, inculcated 
and performed his k1»" 
evangelization. After t 
of the prayers tor the 
dreds passed around the catafalque 
and touched the hands or vestments 
of the dead with objecta of, piety— 
evermore to be sacred to their pos-

On Tuesday morning, from an ear­
ly hour, the same scene was repeat­
ed. It would be difficult to estimate 
the number of those who went to 
take a last loving look at the fea­
tures of the departed benefactor. No 
extra ornamentation or decoration 
of the great Church was visible. A- 
part from the altar, draped in black 
and purple, as it would be tor an 
ordinary Requiem Mass, there was 
nothing to suggest either pomp or 
exceptional ceremonial. Not even in 
death could the Superior of St. Sul­
pice have the use of the Church's re­
sources in funeral wealth and dis­
play He was poor! He died penni­
less—as far as this world's riches 
are concerned. And he was" to be 
buried as befitted his condition; to 
be buried in poverty. But happily, 
not all his humility, nor all the self- 
sacrificing rules of his community, 
nor all the poverty of his surround­
ings, could prevent the spontaneous 
outburst of genuine sympathy, of un­
bounded sorrow, of universal appre­
ciation. There was no rule that 
could check the influx of fully twelve 
thousand mourners; there was no 
canon of self-denial that could keep 
away the mitred hierarchy, the re­
presentatives of every order in reli­
gion, of every profession in the 
world, of every office in the State, 
of every grade in the social struc­
ture, of every institution in the city, 
of every home that had known or 
felt the influence of the departed. 
Oh! Great, indeed, was Abbe Colin! 
And the evidence of that greatness 
was tangible on all sides! and the 
more towering was that greatness, 
because it was based on the solid 
foundations of a profound humility 1 
■And, we repeated again, in presence 
of the dead, the promise of 
Psalmist: "Et Exaltavit Humiles.

ugion. txe wno was so proaigni of ---- * _ . TTnsVp,sltv:
his praises and his tributes to the1 ^ The faculty o ’

•for which the deceased had done so
much during his life time, was pre-

• Her down-bed a pallet, her trinket 
a bead;

Her lüstre. one taper that serves her 
to read;

The delicate lady lives mortified

And feasts are forgotten for fasting 
and prayer."

So much greatness to be hidden a- 
way in such silent and unknown pri­
vation! Yet what glorious thoughts 
were entertained, what lofty ideas 
were conceived, what gigantic plans 

formed, what deeds of charity 
y were inspired, within 

id walls,.and along those 
- 2 corridors!. What 

of meditations. of 
th 6od ana ms Mo-

memories of others, shrank from the 
idea of any similar honor or justice 
being done himself. It would seem 

if he feared that the faintest 
breath of human praise would be al­
lowed to dim the polished mirror of 
a soul that reflected, in its humility, 
the glory of God. But gratitude, in 
the hearts of the living, rose above 
all the dictates of self-denial that 
governed the dead and that sway the 
community of which he was a mem­
ber. and, as we shall sec, the vi­
brating voice of epibcophl venera­
tion, remembrance, and love, awak­
ened anew the echoes of Notre Dame, 
with a tribute such as Abbe Colin 
would have loved to pronounce for 
another or would have been delight­
ed to have heard were he not, him­
self. the object of its laudation.

I arrav.

On Monday evening Uns remains 
were Iran «(erred to the "

the

picians in —, . . ,
history of thé country itself, and for 
this reason the presence of represent­
atives of the Governments, both Fed­
eral and Provincial, was accounted 
for The Governor-General was re- 
presented by Major Maude, who

Canada1''Is best told in the
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lottetown, His Lordship Mbr.
Decelles, Bt. Hyacinthe; Mgr. Raci- 
cot, V.G., representing the Arch­
bishop of Montreal; His Lordship 
Mgr. Larocque, of Sherbrooke, was 
represented by' hie VicsreGchernl, 
Mgr. Chalifoux; Bight Rev. Dr. 
O'Connell, Archbishop of PortUcnJ. 
waa represented by Vicar-Uenera^ 
Mgr. Hurley; Rev. F. F. Tiohlodor, 
Chancellor of Bt. Michael's Cathe­
dral, represented His Grace the 
Archbishop of Toronto, and Father

he gave, in hi! 
pression#—the 
from the lips of Abbe 
friends," he said, "you _ 
to see a-priest die. I am 
die, I wish it, 1 await it, 
happy. I worked as long 
for God, in the peace, in the tran­
quility of my conscience, and I am 
happy to die to-night." - Then, he 
added: "I'll die with all my affec­
tions in my heart—love for God, the 
Church, the Pope and Canada." He 
then passed Into a state of appar-

Aiyward, represented the Jlishop ct ' ®nt unconsciousness having, like Our 
London. ^ , Lord on the cross, deliberately ren-

Hie various governments, the dif- dered his life, his soul.
ferent professions, the religious com­
munities, and all the institutions of 
the city were fully represented; m a 
word, no section of the people of 
Canada was absent from the church.

THE SERMON.

Archbishop Begin, of Quebec, act­
ed as celebrant, assisted by Abbe 
Davreau. with Abbe Leprohon, as 
deacon, and Abbe Labrosse aub- 
deacon. Mr. Hebert and Mr. Desro- 
siers acted as deacon and sub-deacon 
of office.

No less than sixteen Archbishops 
and Bishops were in the sanctuary, 
some of them coming fronj the neigh­
boring Republic.

Every parish priest of the archdi­
ocese was present, while the assists 
ant priests and curates were , there 
by hundreds. Priests from distant 
places, former pupils of the Mont­
real Seminary, and who had known 
Altbe Colin during lifetime, were 
here too, so that every local pres­
bytery was taxed to accommodate 
the many visitors.

The church was not alone repre- 
seated by its dignitaries, those of 
the laity were there also and in­
cluded men of every profession and 
walk of life. The history of the Sul-

middle aisle of the church. Behind 
him sat Lieutenant-Governor Jette, 
accompanied by his aid-de-camp, 
Major Shepherd

sent and occupied a line of seats in 
the body of the church Immediately 
outside the communion rails. Those 
who were present in this party were: 
Canon Archambault, vice-rector; Ab­
be Bourasea, secretary: Hon. J. G. 
La violette, president of the Board of 
Governors: Dr. J. P. Rottot, dean 
of the faculty of medicine; Mr, Jus­
tice Mathieu, dean of the faculty of 
law; Sir William Hingston, Sir Alex­
ander l-acoste, Dr. Dcsjardihs, Dr. 
A. Lamarche. Dr. Severin 
pelle. Dr. E. P. Lachapelle, Dr. 
nault, A. Gagnon, Senator de ; 
cherville, L. O.' Taillon. Hon. A. 
jardins, Mr. Justice Pagnuelo, h. 
E Archambault, Mr. Justice Tas- 

Bey.,,1.

Immediately after the last Gospel, 
and before the "Libera" was chant­
ed, Mgr. Emard, Bishop of Valley- 
field—one of the late Abbe Colin’s 
pupils, and a life-long friend and ad­
mirer of the deceased—appeared in 
the pulpit. On account of the gen­
eral rule that no funeral oration 
shall be pronounced over a Sulpi- 
cian. the presence of the Bishop in 
the pulpit was somewhat of a sur­
prise to the vast throng that crowd­
ed the sacred edifice. To say that 
Mgr. Emard was surpassingly elo­
quent during the half hour of his ad­
dress, would be to mildly appreciate 
the fervor of his tribute to the dehd 
prient. Both as to form and a* * to 
matter the oration was simply a 
master-piece; and what gave iw an 
additional power and beauty was 
the emotion with which it was deliv­
ered, and what lent it an additional 
value was the sincerity of the 
preacher, and the unqualified merit 
of the departed.

After referring to the fact that on 
account of the wish of Abbe Colin, 
-and constant tradition of the Sulpi- 
cian community, no funeral oration 
would be given, the Bishop said :— 
"Still it would be neither proper, 
nor even just to keep silence in pre­
sence'of the mortal remains of the 
one who had given us forty years of 
his ’life, the half of which number 
was spent as bead of the community 
that has flooded with benefactions 
this land. It would be difficult to 
convey in a few phrases the univer­
sal sorrow so spontaneously mani­
fested’by the presence here of the 
prelates of the Church, the priests of 
whom he was a glorious example, 
.the people and the youth of the 
country that were ever the objects 
of his most tender solicitude." Not 
only to an invitation, but also to 
the voice of his own heart did Mgr. 
Emard respond, in thus coming tc 
recapitulate all that Abbe Colin had 
done in his lifetime. He spoke of the 
ardent soul and natural talents of 
the boy; the home education 1-hat 
laid the basis of his future success 
and greatness; the years of study at 
Saint Sulpice, in Paris; his ordina­
tion to the priesthood; the consecra­
tion of his entire future to the cause 
of God, of the Church, and of souls. 
One of the most touching passages in 
that moving tribute was the refer­
ence to Abbe Colin’s humility. It 
was deep, it was broad; he labored 
not for himself, nor for his commu­
nity alone, but tor the glory of God. 
He vainly sought "to hide his 
light," but it shone forth in spits 
of himself, and it flashes out to-day 
with a splendor that words cannot 
depict.

cunied a prie-dieü at the head of the He then pictured the lowly Abbe
. . . 0.1__Behind ** .. .....___ .u

chereau, J. <

going on his miseions of liharity, 
dairying the bread of life to the 
poor and to those too far away 
from Church and prieet. He told of 
hie work as teacher in the Semin­
ary, and of his pupils and disciples 
scattered over the continent to-rt iy 
But it was in his preaching that Ab­
be Colin involuntarily exhibited the 
secrets of his soul. From that very 
pulpit his eloquence waa a miracle 
of power for conviction and conver­
sion. He recalled the two memorable 
master-pieces—the eulogy of l*ius 
IX. In the Pontiffs jubilee year and 
the funeral oration of the late Mgr. 
Bourget.

His eloquence, his zeal, his know­
ledge will never be forgotten. Even 
in the councila of the Episcopacy, 
Abbe Colin was selected as advisor 

- - - questions of dogma, rno-
pline. He was great In 
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Into the 
hands of God. He was great in 
death, as he had been great in life.

I have spoken," conluded Bishop 
Emard, "to bear testimony of my 
gratitude towards Abbe Cplin and 
Saint Sulpice; but all that dees not 
mean that he is not In need of bur 
prayers. Let us all pray tor him, ar 
a mark of our gratitude; let us all 
pray for him, because he has prayed 
tor ue all.*

At the conclusion of the Maas the 
body was taken from the church, 
and followed by prelates, prieete, 
students and citizens apd conveyed 
to the Grand Seminary, where the 
interment took place.

Catholic 
Public Spirit 
In
England.

Finsbury Town Hall, , Rosebury 
Avenue, London, says the London 
"Universe," was on Wednesday 
night, Nov. 19, the scene of one of 
the largest, most representative, and 
enthusiastic Catholic gatherings held 
in the metropolis for many years, 
The occasion was the holding of the 
first meeting of the newly-formed 
Catholic Democratic League, which, 
if numbers and enthusiasm count for 
anything, should have a long and 
useful existence. Priests and laity 
came from all parts pf London and 
its suburbs, and testified by , their 
presence in such large numbers that 
no longer will Catholics, as far as 
London is concerned, be reproached 
with apathy on matte» of general 
public interest.

On the motion of Mr. George 
Cooke, seconded by Mr. M. Kelle- 
her, the Very Rev. Prior Higgins, 
C.R.L., was unanimously chosen to 
preside, and amongst those present 
were the Very Rev. Dpan Clements, 
the Rev. T. J. Ring, Andrew Dooley, 
Melly, G. Graham, M. Fitzpatrick, 
G. Curtis (in* whose parish the meet­
ing was held), Messrs. eT. Clarke 
(member of the Pefige . School 
Board), J. A. Cunningham, E. J. 
Coleman, E. Austin Hurson, P. B. 
Malone, J. P. (vice-chairman Tot­
tenham School Board), F. Randall, 
McHale, Stoddart, and W. Smith.

The Very Rev. Chairman, after 
thanking the audience tor their cor­
dial reception, read the following
telegram, which it was agreed to

1:send to the ^oly Father:

Secretary of State, 
"Vatican, Rome.

"That the Catholic Democratic 
League at its inaugurated meeting 
in London to-night humbly offers 
homage to His Holiness Pope Leo 
XIII. and craves the Apostolic bene­
diction.

"REV. DOM. G. HIGGINS, ^ 
Chairman.

"Finsbury Town Hall, London,
is ' ’
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presents to 
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heart, to influ- 
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arbiter of all 
whether pub­

lic or private, whether social, com­
mercial, or political (cheers). These 
were not his (the speaker's) words, 
but those of two men who had a per­
fect acquaintance with the burning 
questions of the hour, the Bishop of 
Newport and Father Alphonsus, o, 
S.F.C. It was clear that without 
interfering In the government of the 
Church or in the doctrinal matters 
which were the special province of 
the priesthood instituted by .Jesus 
Christ there was an abundance of 
work tor the laity In the field of the 
Church. If this were true at all 
times how much more was it, said 
the Bishop of Colombo (Ceylon), in 
those de^s of mental and physical 
activity? Democratic influence must 
be brought to bear upon the mass 
of the world’s population. They need 
not be afraid of the term democra­
tic, whom the Church on Good Fri­
day styled so expressively "the holy 
people of God." St. Peter had call­
ed the Catholics of his day "a pur­
chased people," and the power of 
the blood with which they wi re 
bought it was the duty M Catholics, 
both individually and as a people, 
to manifest unto the world. Placed 
among the various peoples of the 
world, a people apart while not a* 
part, they were chosen to be the 
salt of the earth and tne light of .j 
the world.

This divine mission they could not 
perfectly fulfil until they recognized 
the growing power o! popular ton- | 
trol. They must put themselves it, , 
touch with the Democratic elements I 
permeating society, 'fhoy must ac­
cept that which was good in «lie ! 
principles and methods of ihe Demo­
cratic movement and then urs* the | 
moral forces of Christianity to i-up j 
the impetuous torrent of democracy | 
within the banks of liberty and Jer- 
tice (loud cheers). Christian demo- 
cracy_had the blessing of His Holi­
ness Leo XIU., and, as *hc "Tali- | 
let" of November 8, 1902, pi.t it, 
"the Holy See continues to advo- I 
cate warmly the principles of Chris­
tian democracy." Not desiring to 
be more Roman than the Pope, they | 
accepted the word democratic in con­
nection with an association intended I 
to receive members from every class | 
of citizens in that great empire, and I 
to secure the sympathy and support 
of every rank in English, Scotch, I 
Welsh, and Irish society (loud | 
cheers).
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Letters from the Cardinal and 
Bishops of Southwark, Middlesbor- 
ough, Newport, Birmingham, Em- 
maus, Liverpool, Galloway, and 
Longford were then read, also let­
ters of regret for absence from the 
Right Rev. Abbot Gaaquet, the Very 
Rev. Father Alphonsus, O.S.F.C., 
the Rev. Dr. Coote, the Rev. Fa­
thers Carey, J. Nicholson,
R. Laws. O.P., Ostendi, Bans, B.§H

There was work for aii,
* l work which was at once a
• • privilege, a right, and a 

duty. Catholics could not af­
ford to remain any longer 
as the saying is "in the sa­
cristy." There was, the 
Bishop of Emmaus had re­
cently told them, something 
worse than the mass of mis­
representation and down* 
right lies which they had to 
contend with and that was 
"Oblivion." Catholics were 
not being noted and spoken 
of. Ttiey were not in the 
run. Nothing was more fa­
tal to Catholic interests in 
this country than oblivion. 
It was, Dr. Patterson de­
clared, the duty of Catho­
lics of all grades of society 
to take part in public life, 
so far as was compatible 
with their condition. Cath­
olics who neglected any op­
portunity of influencing pub­
lic life were, according to 
Father Alphonsus, O.S.F.C., 
really injuring the Church, 
and ultimately their own 
position in the State. They 
were refusing to use their 
rights—nay, to perform 
their duties as Christian 
citizens, and each in his own 
spnere would be held indivi­
dually responsible some day. 
They must be insistent in 
declaring their rights as citi­
zens. They must be prepar­
ed to fight tor their rights, 
or they would deserve to

•*. have than trampled upon
___ disregarded (cheers).
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