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i VETERANS . . . - !
! Of the Last Century.
►

"CRUX.”
< ►
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SHELVING MEN.— This century 
still very young, has dawned for 
many of the prominent men of the 
nineteenth century. If we look care­
fully into the various spheres of life 
xve will be surprised to find how 
many of the veterans (as I would 
call them) of the last century sur­
vive and enjoy remarkable strength 
and exhibit unabated activity. “ Age 
will come on with its winter; ” but 
it does not follow that it buries un­
der its snows the usefulness of those 
knen whose lives, in greater part, 
were spent in hard labor or in per­
petual activity. I have been led to 
reflect upon this subject by reading 
a paragraph in an American paper 
to the effect that certain railway 
companies in the United , States arc 
anxious to eut. oil from work men 
iwho have passed the meridian of life. 
The Illinois Road has decided that 
forty-five should be the line, after 
that age they will, in future, decline 
to give employment to applicants. 
This may possibly suit the purposes 
of the railway employers; but with 
the principle I cannot agree. At for- 

' ty-iive a man is only in his full vig­
or. As a rule, he possesses all the 
energy and ability of his earlier 
manhood, and enjoys, in addition, 
the experience of, at least, twenty 
years. Then we must not lose sight 
of the fact that nearly every man 
.who has achieved any permanent suc­
cess in life has done so between forty 
and seventy. There is somewhere a 
long list of the men who performed 
their best works after the allotted 
span,—three score and ten — was 
passed. From Socrates to Gladstone 
do we find men achieving great suc­
cess after the age of eighty. While 
1 admit that these aged workers 
were the exceptions; yet such excep­
tions are sufficiently numerous to 
constitute a species of rule in them­
selves. If the doors of employment 
were closed against every man over 
fotv-fivc, the race would not last 
long.

A STRIKING EXAMPLE. — The 
most impressive example that 1 
could mention is Leo XIII., the aged 
and wonderful Pontiff, lie has passed 
the Scriptural period by over twen­
ty years; these have been twenty 
years of untold work, worry, anxi­
ety, activity and practical labor. 
Even were the Holy Father in the 
full enjoyment of his liberty. (which 

.'he is not), still would the duties of 
the exalted office which he holds, be 

: sufficient for the youngest amongst 
his assistants. lie saw fully two- 
thirds of the nineteenth century, 
and circumstances seem to indicate 
that he will see at least ond-third of 
the twentieth century.

semblance of the opera and the the­
atre are thus removed from the choir 
and ,the piety of the faithful is fost­
ered toward more elevated praver to 
G od.

Archbishop Elder is a gentleman of 
most pronounced simplicity, and 
the avoidance of all display is his 
never-deviating rule. As a proof of 
this, no tletter illustration can be 
given than his refusal a few years 
ago of the Hon. Bellamy Storer 
homestead in the beautiful suburb of 
East Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, on 
the ground that he desired to be 
near his priests and of easy access 
by his people—and the poor especial­
ly—who would prefer to meet their 
Bishop in an humble abode rather 
than in a stately mansion.”

It la a . letter ad-before our „„—-w Tnrmrg.1. HIIIILILI III— 
dressed to a large New York paper, 
and signed "A Catholic” and "One 
of the 'United Irish Women.' " The 
subject is "Catholic Education.” Of 
course, it is a mere mercenary letter, 
and, so foreign to the spirit and dog­
ma of the Church, that we entertain 
grave doubts as to the genuineness 
of the signature; in a word, we do 
not believe that “A Catholic” is anv 
more a Catholic than she is a Turk 
or a Hindoo.

To give an. idea of what the church 
has to contend with, we transcribe 
a few extracts from the letter to 
which we refer in the above para­
graphs. The lady says

ARCHBISHOP WILLIAMS. — An­
other of these venerable princes of 
the Church is Most Rev. J. J. Wil­
liams, Archbishop of Boston, who 
was born of Irish parents, in that 
city, in 1822. lie began his educa­
tion in a Primary school, under Rev. 
James Fitton. In 1833, Bishop Fen- 
nick sent him to the àulpician Sem­
inary of our city. In 1841, he gra­
duated in philosophy at the Mont­
real Seminary. In 1845, after a 
brilliant course of studies he was or­
dained priest in Paris. It was in 
February, 1866, that, on the death 
of Bishop Fennick, lie was created 
Bishop of Boston.

"Archbishop Williams is now on 
the threshold of his eightieth year 
—a man of vigorous constitution and 
perfect health. Despite his age. he 
has relinquished little of his accus­
tomed work. He has always been 
extremely methodical in his habits, 
unerringly punctual and always not­
ed for his sound judgment and ex­
traordinary business ability. llis 
dignified bearing docs not suggest 
the ripe old age he has attained, but 
rat her seems to promise that, his wise 
administration may yet continue'for 
many years.”

"Let every citizen of New York 
rise up against the impending cala­
mity of placing Catholic education 
under the control of the bishops and 
clergy. Irish women should be fore­
most in their protest. For it means 
that the schools for their children 
will be under the so-called religious 
corporations of women, and sub­
jected to the rules and regulations 
which those orders enforce.”

way
and fortune, especially in the capital 
of their hereditary enemies, London.

"Afterward the stream of emigra­
tion continued from Ireland to the 
New World. Few of these inyni- 
grants knew their A B C's, because 
there were only Protestant schools 
for them to attend in Ireland.”

OTHERS NOT SO PROMINENT.— 
Still looking inside the pale of the 
Church, we find a goodly number of 
men whose heads have worn the mi­
tre and upon whose shoulders weigh 
the responsibilities of episcopal 
rank. Like the Venerable Mgr. Mo­
reau, the aged prelate of St. Hya­
cinthe. who is now upon what is siifi- 
-posed (o be his death-bed, there arc 

*■-others by the score whose lives have 
marked, for good and usefulness, the 
larger half of the recently departed 
century. One special case stands forth 
in broad relief upon the page of Am­
erican Catholic story. 1 refer to 1-1 is 
Grace Archbishop Elder, now in his 
eighty-second year.

ARCHBISHOP ELDER. — The 
22nd March last was Archbishop Bi­

dder's eighty-second birthday. Cin­
cinnati’s grand old prelate was born 
in 1819, in the historic city of Bal­
timore, Maryland. He made his bril­
liant course of studies at Mount St. 
Mary’s College, Eramitsburg, after 
which he was sent to Rome to pre­
pare for the priesthood. He was or­
dained on March 29th. 1846. On 
May 3rd, 1857, he was consecrated 
Bishop of Natchez, Min., by the Most 
Rev. Archbishop Kenrick. In 1880 
he was transferred to the See of 
Cincinnati as Bishop Coadjutor 
with right of succession. On the 
death of Archbishop Purcell, in 
1883, he succeeded to the diocese of 
Cincinnati.

I might be permitted to here in­
troduce remarks that a writer in an 
American Catholic organ recently ex-, 
pressed in regard to Archbishop El-

The cross of suffering, and the tri­
als of an embarrassed diocese were 
accepted by Bishop Elder in prefer­
ence to the peaceful secrenity of epis­
copal life on the Pacific coast. It 
was his true friendship for Arch­
bishop Purcell that made every afflic­
tion a joy, and every difficulty a 
comfort, so that with the earnest co­
operation of a devoted clergy and 
loyal Catholic laity, success crown­
ed his labors and to-day the Cincin­
nati diocese ranks among the fore­
most of the dioceses of the United 
States. The laws of ecclesiastical 
discipline are strictly enforced both 
toward the priesthood and the peo­
ple; examinations of the junior cler­
gy are held each year, and the cleri­
cal conferences are now so fixed a 
matter that no priest will suffer him­
self voluntarily to be absent from 
their attendance.

The abuses that for years past 
were creeping into our Catholic 
Church choirs have been removed by 
Archbishop Elder in his diocese, 
where he has established a "Musical 
Commission” that must pass upon 
and give its approval to the music 
used in the Divine service. All the

PURPOSE OF EXAMPLES. — 1 
have cited these couple of examples 
list to show that hard labor and 

steady application do not kill men. 
Rather is it the lack of regularity in 
life and the presence of evil ha bite— 
not necessarily criminal, nor sinful— 
that cut short the days o, so many. 
Men of science attempt to prove that 
human life should last nt least one 
hundred years. So it should; but 
the fact is that it does not. Mil­
lions of men in the world to-day are 
committing moral suicide. They con­
tract habits that wear out prema­
turely the physical system, and not 
unfrequently the mental organiza­
tion; they go down to comparative­
ly early graves when they should 
be merely,commencing useful and ac­
tive careers.

AMONGST LAYMEN.—Nor is this 
long-lived system confined to the 
ranks of the clergy, whose austeritv 
and pure lives should naturally tend 
to a lengthening of their span upon 
earth. Over in Nice, in a quiet 
villa, sits, studies and writes Sir 
Charles G avail Duffy. The storv of 
his life, which lie is writing, will 
probably be liis lust work. Yet what 
a wonderful career that has been ! 
The man who, with Dillon and Da­
vis, founded the “Nation” paper in 
1842, whose poems and essays would 
fill a dozen volumes, who passed 
through the mighty struggles of the 
most critical periods in Ireland’s 
history, since the "Union," who suf­
fered imprisonment and banishment, 
who arose from the ranks to the 
Premiership of Australia, and' who 
returned home at three score and ten 
to supply the literature of Ireland 
with new and striking features, is 
now past eighty, and is calmly "hus­
banding out life’s taper to the close” 
under the sunny rays of the southern 
sun. Ah! the work of such men, no 
matter at what age, is always of 
immense value. Charged with the ex­
perience of over half a century his 
biographical notes must certainly be 
of immense interest. How ridiculous 
it would appear to draw a line, at 
forty-five, across that career and to 
say "this marks the term of your 
usefulness.” Does it? Why, it was 
not until Duffy hod almost reachedhis 
fiftieth year that he performed some 
of the great works of his life. It is 
a false idea to believe that youth 
atone can display activity. I could 
fill whole columns with the names 
and lives of men who have helped. in 
advanced years, to build up private 
fortunes, to construct political con­
stitutions and to achieve mighty and 
permanent results in enterprises of 
almost every nature. We cannot 
with impunity laugh at "The Last 
Leaf Upon the Tree.”

THE ENEMY WITHIN,
It has ever been acknowledged that 

an open enemy is preferable to a 
masked foe. Against the former you 
can arm yourself;, against the latter 
there is no security. Since the days 
of Judas the Church has always been 
forced to contend with enemies 
claiming to belong to her commu­
nion, bearing the name Catholic, 
making a profession and a parade of 
their religion, but at the same time 
violating the most elementary pre­
cepts, the most simple and common 
principles, the most rudimentary 
teachings of that Holy Mother. They 
are Protestants in practice as well 
as theory, while claiming to be Cath­
olics, at least in name.

A very striking illustration of

This should suffice to prove the sel­
fish and mercenary motives of the 
writer. But when she attempts To 
turn the sufferings and persecutions 
of the Irish race, in the cause of 
faith and education, into a weapon 
against themselves, we very natqral 
suspect her nationality as well as her 
faith. It is exactly with slanderous 
and cowardly enemies of this class 
that the Church lms to suffer and 
contend. Another extract will show 
how easy it is to falsify history :—

"Let all Cat holies-' remember that 
from ’98 to 1822 all Irish Catholics 
in Ireland were deprived of educa­
tion and the clergy prevented them 
from attending Protestant schools. 
Even though Protestant schools pro­
duced a Grattan, on Emmet., a Wolf 
Tone, and a Sarsfield, who espoused 
their cause!

“In 1822. O’Connell won Catholic 
emancipation, when a band of re­
markable men sprang up from Irish 
soil, known as hedge schoolmasters, 
and they were most wonderful educa­
tors, many of them cripples. Thev 
did not teach religion, but grounded 
their pupils in the rudiments of 
practical knowledge, or gave them 
the keys which in many instances

This is a most ungenerous pre­
sentation of the emancipation case 
and its subsequent effects. But her 
theology (excuse the mark) is clear­
ly as much at fault as her history 
and philosophy. She says : "No mat­
ter where learning is obtained, it is 
the greatest weapon that man has 
over used for self-protection and as 
a moral force." This is false, abso­
lutely so. It matters a very great 
deal where learning is to be ob-

"Thus when the Irish arrived on 
American soil they became 'hewers 
of wood and drawers of water.' We 
have progressed under the splendid 
public schools throughout the vast 
and mighty republic yet the ‘beasts 
of burden' (the Irish Catholic wo­
men especially) have to face the ap­
palling debts contracted to erect 
parochial schools on borrowed mo­
ney. For no matter hov numerous 
are the legacies left to the bishops, 
nothing goes to the
churches or schools. And it is im­
possible with the multitude of other 
taxations for the Catholics to main­
tain them, and consequently the 
State is comp?lled to support them."

There is a pretty sample of an 
Irish-Catholic teacher for you. Is it 
any wonder that the Church is mis­
represented by Protestants, when 
those professing the faith are cap­
able of such shameful falsehoods and 
baseless assertions? We have no in­
tention to comment upon this fabri­
cation; we merely reproduce it to 
strengthen our own assertion that 
amongst Catholics, and especially 
Catholic teachers, "a little learning 
is a dangerous thing.” It is because 
these untutored Catholics — unwor­
thy of the name—take upon them­
selves to air their private views at 
the expense of exactness that we 
find the Protestant press so fre­
quently repeating old-time calumnies 
clinging to them as if the Church 
were responsible for such errors.

our Church, and we are looked
not aa Americans seeking our r 
but as Catholics asserting the claims 
of our Church. This is an unfortun­
ate position, and an obstacle to the 
attainment of justice.

Too much emphasis cannot be laid 
upon the fact that this is not a 
movement instigated by the Church. 
It is a laymen's movement in de­
fense of the rights of citizens. It 
embraces also social features, and 
is not confined to mere civic rights. 
The desire is to form an organiza­
tion of laymen who will, among 
other things, aim to defend and pro­
tect the religious rights included in 
American citizenship. It is evident, 
nevertheless, that it should follow 
lines which would not merit the dis- 
apprbval of the Church; because the 
hierarchy of the United States is 
thoroughly American, and will not 
countenance anything tending to the 
formation of a Catholic party. In 
fact. Federation must not interfere 
with political affiliations.

You know what was accomplished 
by time and patience for the A.O.H. 
in the matter of re-organization, be­
cause you had a large share in the 
work. The success of our efforts 
bids me hope that now also like 
means will produce similar results 
in favor of Federation. ,

THE LATE MR. P, $,

FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC SOCIETIES.

what we contend is at this moment

The process of education m regard 
to the formation of a federation of 
Catholic societies in the United 
States is still going on. His Lord- 
ship Bishop McFaul in a letter ad­
dressed to the lion. P. J. O’Connor. 
Supreme President of the Catholic 
Knights o of America, furnishes an­
other chapter to the discussion. His 
Lordship writes :—

In replv to your courteous letter 
regarding the Federation of Catholic 
societies in the United States, let 
me sav that my position has never 
extended beyond that of an adviser. 
The movement, however, has been 
advocated by many leaders among 
the societies, but only recently has 
attracted public attention.

A committee on plan and scope of 
constitution, etc., met at my resi­
dence on April 10 last, for the pur­
pose of determining the best course 
to pursue. The data in hand were 
insufficient to enable the members to 
draw up a feasible plan of Federa­
tion. The formation of a constitu­
tion suitable to so large an organiz­
ation is not an easy matter, seeing 
that the societies have different aims 
and interests, and are* besides, com­
posed of diverse nationalities.

In my opinion, the Federation can­
not succeed if a constitution be ad­
opted which will allow the several 
societies to approach too closely.. 
There should be a central bodv. 
forming, as it were a hub, in which 
the societies, by taking membership, 
will become the spokes. This method 
preserves the identity of each socie­
ty and prevents rival organizations 
from clashing.

Several questions present them­
selves for the consideration of any 

desirous of forwarding the

ciai, civil*and religious. These ob­
jects must be kept within proper 
bounds. It might be better, per­
haps, not to embrace them all, in 
the beginning. Our religious rights 
in so far as they are included in the 
rights of American citiz?nship,should 
be amply sufficient for the federa­
tion, until the aims and the methods 
of the organization have become fa­
miliar.

3. Shall national federation be 
formed on diocesan, archdioccsan or 
State lines ?

This is a most important question, 
and should receive the serious 
thoughts of the societies. Much may 
be said in favor of State lines, and 
then again strong reasons arc urged 
in favor of diocesan, as this method 
will eliminate all danger of conflict 
regarding diocesan interests. It, will 
be necessary to consider in this con­
nection, how the central federated 
diocesan, archdioccsan, and national 
bodies or boards, shall be formed ; 
because it appears that the societies 
•shall touch only in the central body 
if harmony is to be preserved.

4. Should your society appoint a 
committee of men experienced in 
Parliamentary matters to draft a 
constitution, then meet the sub-com­
mittee already in existence, and en­
deavor to farmulate a constitution 
for national Federation, to be pre­
sented to ecclesiastical authority for 
criticism and approbation? The com­
mittees from the various organiza­
tions should communicate with Mr. 
Thomas P. McKenna. Long Branch. 
N.J. In the meantime, discussion of 
the questions already referred to 
should be continued to excite inter­
est. and State or diocesan federa­
tion proceed wherever the bishops 
are not opposed to the movement.

movement

1. Is there need of Federation ? 
The answer, it seems to me, must 
be in the affirmative. Passing over 
other reasons, this to my mind is 
the most important—the possession 
and the enjoyment of the full rights 
of citizenship. We all know how 
Catholics are discriminated against; 
that we should possess freedom of 
conscience in public institutions, and 
that the school question should be 
settled on sdme basis which would 
satisfy the conscience of Catholics. 
Why should a system of schools be 
maintained at common expense 
wherein an element exists, which 
prevents us from obtaining the bene­
fits of those schools; why should we 
be compelled to bear the burden of 
a system which is obnoxious to our 
convictions regarding education — 
which we hold should embrace the 
whole man, cultivate both his moral 
and his intellectual faculties— make 
a good as well as a wise man or wo-

I might refer to the Indian 
schools, chaplains in the army and 
navy, representation on- the boards 
of public institutions to provide for 
religious worship, and to rmord the 
faith and the morals of the Catho­
lic inmates. The Press, however, 
has made our people so familiar with 
the injustice perpetrated upon Cath­
olics at home and in our new pos­
sessions, that it is unnecessary to 
develop these subjects. They must, 
nevertheless, be referred to in order 
that our Catholic laymen may rec­
ognize that the "policy of silence " 
has allowed us to be pushed to the 
wall, and encouraged our enemies to 
deprive us of our rights ns well as 
prevent us from enjoying them.

I look upon this undertaking as 
verv important. If it is begun and 
continued on legitimate and conser­
vative lines, it will be productive of 
the greatest good : but should it 
embrace features which cannot com­
mend themselves to the wisdom and 
prudence of the clergy and the 
laity, the result will be deplorable. 
By taking sufficient time for the 
views of the societies to manifest 
themselves and by forming a consti­
tution, which will, so far as possi­
ble, coincide with the views of all, 
success may be attained. When the 
committees, from at least the prin­
cipal national orgaoizations have 
met and adopted a constitution, the 
National Convention of Federation 
can be called, and the members 
thereof will have something to work 
on, and to put into final shape. 
These committees should have met 
and finished their work before the 
first of October.

2. What are the objects to which

There is another point to which I 
would like to call special attention. 
When we Catholics unite in a body 
we select a name which includes, 
a rule, the word "Catholic.” Some­
times, of course, the nature of the 
work renders this necessary, but 
there are occasions when the use of 
this term misrepresents our position. 
No one hears of a "Methodist or of 
an Episcopal Debating Society," but 
with us, whether the society be reli­
gious or merely composed of Cath­
olics, the name "Catholic” is often 
put in the foreground, and not al­
ways to its credit. It is partly due 
to this that the sects can advance 
their claims before legislative bod­
ies. and are not thought to act 
otherwise than as Americans exer­
cising the prerogatives of citizen­
ship. Whereas, when we advocate 
any measure, our citizenship is over-

Federation should be devoted ? So- shadowed in the minds of others by S

One of the most familiar figures in 
Montreal has disappeared forever. 
By the death of late Mr. P. S. Mur­
phy, our community loses a man 
whose career has been identified with 
the commercial and educational pro­
gress of this city for over half a cen­
tury. In the commercial world, 
during the earlier periods of his life 
Mr. Murphy occupied a very promi­
nent place; and especially during the 
last quarter of a century has he 
taken an active and beneficial inter­
est in the grand cause of education.

The deceased Mr. P. S. Murphv 
was born in Corris, Carlow, in 
1820, and was a son of the late Mr. 
Daniel Murphy, well known as an 
accountant in this city, His elder 
brother was the late Senator Ed­
ward Murphy. In 1851 he xhnarried 
JUiSS Jane Amelie Perry, daughter of 
the late Mr. Allen Perry, of Coteau 
Landing. She died some time ago. 
He leaves one son, Mr. E. A. Mur­
phy, and three daughters, Miss Jo­
sephine Murphy, Mrs. Louis Terroux 
and Mrs. Fred O. Hppkins.

The deceased was prominent in 
financial and commercial circles. He 
was one of the founders of the Mont­
real Rubber Company, which is now 
known as the Canadian Rubber Com­
pany. He was also at qne time 
managing director of the Laurentian 
Railway, which is now a portion of 
the C.P.R. system.

Mr. Murphy always took a deep 
interest in all matters concerning 
education. For more than thirtv 
years he was a member of the 
Catholic Board of School Commis­
sioners. and was up to the time of 
his death a member of the Catholic 
Committee of the Council of Public 
Instruction of the Province of Que­
bec. He founded the P. S. Murphy 
endowment prizes at the Montreal 
Polytechnic school, and at the Cath­
olic Commercial Academy. For his 
services to the cause of education, 
he was decorated some years ago by 
the French Government as an “Offi­
cier d’Academie.”

The deceased gentleman was a deep 
student, and possessed a vast fund 
of information on subjects connected 
with the early history of Canada, 
and especially with that of Mont­
real. He was the author of several 
brochures on the subject published 
by the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society, of which he was a promi­
nent member.

Mr. Murphy was a splendid French 
scholar, and one of the very practi­
cal aims of his labors in the educa­
tional cause, was to have the both 
languages properly taught and stud­
ied. He had a mortal dread of mix­
ing up the two and thereby marring 
both. He believed in pure French 
and pure English; the two being, in 
his mind, of equal importance, should 
be preserved in their integrity. Apart 
from the many gifts to educational 
establishments which his generosity 
suggested he aided, in an unosten­
tatious manner, a great number of 
our smaller schools and academies. 
Greatly will his familiar figure be 
missed when comes the distribution 
of prizes this year.

The funeral, which x^as very large­
ly attended, was an evidence of the 
great esteem in which the deceased 
was held. The chief mourners were : 
Mr. E. A. Murphy, son; Messrs. L. 
Terroux and F. O. Hopkins, son-in- 
law; A. A. Meilleur, brother-in-law ; 
Messrs. W. S. Murphy, W. G. LeMe- 
surier. Dr. J, G. McCarthy. Dr. J. 
Harrison, A. A. Perry and George 
Perry, nephews of the decease*!. 
Amond those who attended the fu­
neral were Messrs. Justices Curran. 
Delorimicr and Doherty Hon. James 
O'Brien. Hon. Gedeon Ouimet. Hon. 
Dr. Guerin, Judge Desnoyers, Messrs.
D. Rea, J. McK. Rea, C. D. Monk.
E_. L. Pease, O.. Donner, L. Amos. 
Dr. I). Anderson, Dr. Simpson. W.
L. TTaldimand. Chevalier A. Laroc­
que, U- E. Archambault.

The service at St. Patrick's Church 
was most impressive. The sacred edi­
fice was draped in crape and re­
splendent with lights. The organ, 
under the direction of Prof. Fowler, 
rendered the solemn Requiem Mass, 
preceded by Chopin’s Dead March.

The Mass was celebrated by Rev. 
Father McShane, attended by Rev. 
Father Martin Callaghan as deacon, 
and Rev. Father Spellman as sub­
deacon. In the sanctuary were Mgr. 
Racicot, V.C., Rev. Father Devine. 
S.J., Rev. Father Coffee. S.J., Ab­
be Bourassa, secretary of Laval Uni­
versity; Rev. Fathers Quinlivan, S. 

Leclaire, S.S., and McGrath, S.

of St.t. Patrick’» Church. After 
lony at the church the re­

mains were conveyed to Cote des 
Neiges Cemetery for burial.

To the members of the bereaved 
'smijy the "True Witness" extends 
itd deepest sympathy, and joins in 
the prayers for the repose of his 
soul.

The Delusion of the
“ Moderate Drinker.”

The "Banner of Gold," & paper 
advocating scientific treatment for 
inebriety, publishes in its February 
issue a very sensible editorial, point­
ing out the delusion of those who 
think they can "drink or let it 
alone.” To such it says, “Let it 
alone.” Continues our esteemed con­
temporary ; %

Of all the delusions that beguile 
the unwary, perhaps none is as fre­
quent or as dangerous as the sweet 
hallucination of the inebriate that 
he can "drink or let it alone.” On 
other subjects he may be fairly logi­
cal and seem possessed of a reason­
able degree of intelligence, but on 
this one proposition both reason and 
common sense appear to be a perpe­
tual condition of total eclipse. A de­
mand for intoxicants is the controll­
ing impulse of his actions, and the 
various excuses he makes for yield­
ing to the demand are the pretty fa­
bles by which he hopes to win for­
bearance. Unfortunately his asser­
tions find ready credence. His friends 
believe him when he tells them he can 
drink it or let it alone. They believe 
him ajid they condemn him accord­
ingly. If he can let it alone, why 
does he continue a practice which 
brings wretchedness to his family 
and disgrace to himself? If he can 
stop it if he wants to, why does he 
neglect his business when its condi­
tion requires his closest attention? 
The times are stringent; only the 
most painstaking care can carry him 
safely through the financial strug­
gle, yet he dulls his intellect and 
warps his judgment with alcohol, and 
then blames fate for the disaster 
that an unclouded Brain might have 
averted. Perhaps a heavy sorrow has 
fallen upon him. It would try th? 
stoutest heart. If ever he needed the 
sustaining strength of a blear mind 
and a strong purpose, that time !ma, 
come. But the tension is too great, 
he must stimulate himself for the ef­
fort or he must drown his sorrow. 
Ilis unfailing panacea promises re­
lief, but it never meets its obliga­
tions. It will, perchance, stupefy 
him for a time, but the temporarv 
oblivion is followed by a period of 
maudlin sentimentality and genuine 
heart-sickness that are more distres­
sing than the original cause for 
mourning. When things were going 
well with him he was accustomed to 
drink for sociability, for friendship. 
He believed it brought him enjoy­
ment, and he gave occasional exhibi­
tions of his superiority to anything 
like the bondage of appetite by brief 
seasons of total abstinence. These 
rare experiences were blazoned to his 
friends with a great flourish of trum­
pets. They proved, or were supposed 
to, the absolute independence of the 
moderate drinker. But business ma­
chinery does not always move 
smoothly. Domestic life, even though 
free from all friction, is not always 
exempt from the ravages of disease 
or the blightings of sorrow. And any 
unusual tension is quite apt to con­
vert the social glass, or the occa­
sional bracer, into the constant sti­
mulant of the over,wrought or weary 
and the sedative of the sleepless. 
Such a man may admit that he is 
drinking heavily, but insists that he 
cares neither for the taste or effect 
of the liquor, which he intends to 
give up as soon as the usual st mss 
is relieved. He is sincere in his be­
lief. He has no doubt of his own 
unaided ability to control what he 
thinks at the worst could be only a 
vagary of appetite. He knows noth­
ing of the diseased condition caused 
by excessive and continued drinking.
At last he makes the effort, lie ran 
only reduce the number of drinks : 
he cannot stop altogether. Nervous 
and trembling he perhaps resorts to 
some drug to bridge him over the in­
terval between drinks. lie is not ac­
customed to drugs and the effect is 
unsatisfactory. Again he returns to 
liquor and postpones the difficult 
task of giving it up. Again and again 
he makes the effort, but each time 
the results are more discouraging. If 
he is exceptionally obstinate or 
strong-willed he may conquer the 
habit of drinking, but he will not 
overcome th? desire or craving, for 
that craving is nothing less than the 
absolute demand of his system for 
the alcohol which has nourished 
nerve, cell and tissue until it has be­
come a necessity.

There is a very simple test by 
which the drinking man or the mod­
erate drinker can determine his con­
dition and prove to himself as well 
as to others whether he can "drink 
or let it alone." Make the experi­
ment.—-Let. it alone!—The Father 
Matthew Herald.

A BOOK FOR MOTHERS.
Containing Mneh mformotloo n <• 

the Core or Children, end the Treol- 
mont of Ills that Commonly l«« 
Little Onee—«toon free.

"Baby's battles; A Message for 
Mothers" is the title of a very hand­
some little pamphlet just issued by 
the Dr. Williams’ Medicine Company- 
It is devoted entirely to the care of 
infants and small children and tells 
the mother how to aid her little ones 
in the emergencies oi every day mo­
lt describes the ills that commonly 
afflict children and tells how to treat 
them. This little book is one that 
should be in every home where there 
are infants or small children. * 
mothers who send their name a™ 
address on a post card to the J r. 
Williams' Medicine Co., Brockville 
Ont., will receive a copy of tnw 
book free of charge. Mention the 
"True Witness" when writing.
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