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THE RED FLAG
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The Background

IV.
The First Stage of the Revolution

EXIN was right—Russia’s separate peace did

not end the war or give German Imperialism
the vietory. The war. flared up mqre intense and
violeiit than ever, and more intense became mass
agony and starvation, more intense beeame the
economic and political erisis, more intense became
the awakening of the masses and the revolutionary
struggle for peace.

In May, 1918, German Imperialism staked all
on one desperate offensive, and lost. Instead of
peace, the unparalleled butchery brought more
misery to the German proletariat. The revolu-
tionary unrest developed more acutely. Great
industrial strikes broke loose, in spite of the union
bureaucrats’ appeal to the strikers to ‘““be calm’
—particularly in the Essen regions. The Kaiser
madc a speech to the Krupp workers, warning
them of the horrible results of revolution in Rus-
sia. The soldiers were uneasy, and mutiny spread.
On August 5, German soldiers at Reval, ‘‘corrupt-
ed”’ by Bolshevik propaganda, disarmed them-
selves to show they were tired of war. The _tele-
phone wires were cut, and at meetings held the
same day speakers denounced war. The ery was:
‘““Enough of bloodshed! We do not want to fight
any longer!”’ Two hundred soldiers were arrest-
ed. At Felline, in Livonia, at the end of July,
trouble started in the garrison, which thereupon
received orders to place itself in readiness for the
western. front—an order never executed. Detach-
ments sent to enforce the order joined the  rebels
and, singing revolutionary songs, they all marched
to the railway station, divesting themselves of
military insignia. Upon their arrival at Meisekull
depot, they met detachments coming from Perman
and Weissenstein on their way to the wedlern
front. After s meeting, the new soldiers divested
{hemselves of military insignia and dispersed with
eries: *‘‘Enough of war! Peace and bread!”
Revolutionary Socialists ‘in Bremen Assued a pam-
phlet- declaring that not only the Scheidemann
majority Socialism, but alsop” the Independent
Socialists of the Haase type; were simply adepts
in radical phrases while dvoiding deeds; the in-
ternational - Socialists - and Communists insisted
upon revolutionary action.

All this, spread all over Germany, arousing the
consciousness of the masses to their misery and
the necessity for revolution. . . .

The German offensive collapsed, and the Allies
assumed the offensive; the war became still more
hopeless. Then came the break in Bulgaria, where,
acgording to all reports, Bolshevism was rampant;
then came the break in Austria, where again Bol-
shevisnt was rampant. The revolutionary masses
in Bulgaria compelled Czar Ferdinand to make 'a
counter-revolutionary peace to save the dynasty:
but the dynasty is no more. A new government
asked for and secured an armistice, Germany was
isolated. . . . . /

But still Germany might have waged war for
months and years to come, according to experts,

if Revolution had not broken the power of the.

government and of the imperialistic machine.
During October, the revolutionary crisis in Ger-
many emerged definitely into action. The Social-
jsts of the Spartagus Group, representing revo-
Jlutionary Socialism, Bolshevism, issued the follow-
ing appeal:
«‘Workers, awake! The dreams of world dom-
ination of German Imperialism have vanished into
smoke. On heaps of corpses, in seas of blood, they
wanted to establish that domination. Vain _are
their efforts! The sword cannot forever rule the
world. In one night every}h_ing has collapsed.
The shameless traffic with the destiny of the
peoples of the East has brought its fruits: it forced
the peoples of the West to unite for defense.
_““Everything is falling. On the field of battle
__defeat after defeat: in Flanders, the Ralkans,
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in Palestine. The alliance of the Central Powers,
that was to serve as the means to world domina-
tion by Germany, has failed completely.
had the robbers ended their quarrels over the
spoils—Germany and Austria for Poland, Austria,
Turkey and Bulgaria for Rumania, Germany and
Austrig and Austria and Bulgaria for the Dob-
rudja—then Bulgaria leaves the ecoalition, and
concludes a separateypeace with France and Eng-
land. The German people do not want world
domination, they do mot want war, they want
peace. But already German soldiers are being
driven from the aestern front in order to force
Julgaria to continue the war. The German pro-
letariat, which has nothing to eat, whose wives
and children suffer and languish—this proletariat
must now take the Bulgarian proletariat by the
throat and force it to fight!

“Thus the ruling eclique in Germany tries to
retain power. It feels the ground -slipping. It is
bankrupt: bankrupt on the field of battle, bank-
rupt in external and internal policy. The hairs
of the masters are standing up in fright at the

. consequences of their criminal military adven-

tures. A shiver runs through their body at the
very thought of the awakening of the tortured
and deceived proletariat, at the thought of the
people’s judgment.’’

The old government, apprehensive of events,
feeling the surge of proletarian awakening,
snatched at the prestige of Socialism to bolster
up its power; and invited Scheidemann and two
othér majority Socialists into the Cabinet—again
16 deceive the masses. Scheidemann & Co. ac-
cepted with alerity this counter-revolutionary task.
The Spartacus appeal continues

“At this very moment the government Social-
{sts, the Schéidemanns, dfter their servides to sus-

tainm the tottering power of the German bour-

geoisie. At this hour of potential world revolu-
tion, they are busy with petty bargaining at-
tempting to secure a few ministerial seats—they
stand readly to save the situatian for the imperia-
listic bourgeoisie, force the people to wait longer
for the war’s end, to prolong the slaughter of
the' peoples. They want to pateh up things, to
blur the eldss character of capitalist rule and
Prussian reaction, in order to make these accep-
table to the people. *

«“What were the conditions under which the gov-

ernment  Socialists consented to do lackey’s ser-
viee? The solemn repudiation by the German govern-
ment of annexations and indemnities! Yes, at this
moment, when English and French field guns are
making efforts not to allow the German Govern-
ment to secure annexations and indemnities!
There is still more: suffrage reform in Prussia!
Yes, at this -moment, when universal suffrage, be-
cause of the shameless role of the Reichstag dur-
ing the war, has become an empty husk. And
these lackeys of the bourgeoisie did not even de-
mand that the Reichstag should sit eontinuously.
Thus they express their readiness, in return for
a few contemptible ministerial portfolios, to act
in the comedy of a ‘‘reformed’’ Germany in order
to defend the rule of the capitalists against the
action of the people.. This is all that *‘reforms”
mean. )
“Our task consists precisely in this, that we
must destroy this agreement against the proletariat
and the future of Socialism. - Everything is now
at stake. Down with Prussian reaction and the
rule of Capitalism! The prodlen: now i to se-
cure an immediate and permanent peace! .But to
secure permanent peace this i§ necessary: the de-
straction ‘of militarism, the rule of the people,
and a republic. The German prok tariat must be-
cemye thé master of the situation. Onwerd, urd'r
the flag of Socialism! Long live the Revolution
of the international proletariat! = '

*“We must not look forward to the vietory of

Hard!y *

—

of the German Revolution

Anglo-French Imperialism. If military might

should dictate terms of peace, then lost will be the

causé of freedom and Socialism. No matter which
guns are victorious, whether German or English,

the working class everywhere would have to pay.

~fmternational reaction and militarism, if they are
vietorious, will fasten upon the working -class
chains ten times heavier than the old.

““The proletariat of all countries must end the
slaughter by means of revolt. The revolutionary
proletariat alone ecan dictate terms of peace in
the interests of freedom and Socialism.

The hour to aet has come. The English and the
French workers may follow the German workers.
Onward. German workers and soldiers, male and
female! Forward to the battle for freedom, for
an immediate peace and Soeialism! ©@nward. to
the brotherhood of all-peoples under the flag of
free labor! Down with the class rule of the bour-
geoisie! All power to the proletariat! Long live
the international Revolution of the proletariat!™

The entrance of Scheidemann & Co. into the

capitalist government did not abate the revolu-
tionary crisis: it developed more acutely. Every-
where the proletariat turned to revolutionary mass
action. The government—*‘Socialist’’ farce of a
«preformed’’ Germany did not deceive the masses.
Freedom for Karl Liebknecht was demanded, and
granted by the frightened government, by a brutal
government trying to prove itself ‘‘good.”” A
great demonstration was arranged for Liebknecht
in Berlin, huge masses welcoming him and his
revolutionary utterances, while they acclaimed
the Socialist Republic and sent their fraternal
greetings to the Russian Soviets.
- Upon the development of the/ revolutionary crisis
in Germany, the Soviet Government issued a pro-
clamation to the German prv offering them |
help in making their revolution, and an army to
‘co-operate, if necessary, in a revolutionary war
against Anglo-French Imperialism and for the
world revolution. Lenin took the initiative, and
said to the Soviet Exeeutive Committee: “The
pevolutionary ecrisis in Germany shows either a
revolution begun or a revolution inevitable in the
near future. Placing Scheidemann & Co. in the.
government will simply hasten the revolutionary
explosion. We had decided to have an army of
one million men by spring, but we shall now need
an army of three million.”’

(This Article Will Be Concluded Next Week)
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