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ship, for Stokes was a smart lad, and a universal favorite. * * *
After evening quarters the funeral bell tolled, and the ship’s com
pany assembled to pay the last tribute to their late shipmate. The 
captain read the beautiful and impressive burial service, and on 
arriving at that portion, ‘ We therefore commit his body to the 
deep,’ the corpse of the poor lad, wrapped in a hammock weighted 
by shot, with the Union Jack as a pall, was slid out of the port 
‘ into the deep blue tide.’ After this sad ceremony we continued 
all night under saiL”

We wish God-speed to the gallant ship on her long pilgrimage : 
may she return safely, freighted with spoils of ocean more precious 
than the gold and silver that rewarded the enterprise of the brave 
old British buccaneers.

CURRENT EVENTS.

Two great public men in onr Dominion have fallen by the hand 
of death—George Cartier and Joseph Howe. Of the two, the 
former name is the more historic. Descended from a brother of 
the celebrated discoverer and navigator, Jacques Cartier, he seems 
to have retained the energy and ability which made his relative 
famous. Born in 1815, he was yet, one might say, in the prime 
of his life when he was called to lay it down. He was educated at 
St. Sulpice College, Montreal, was married in 1846 to a lady of 
that city, having previously been called to the Bar in 1835. He 
was created Queen’s Counsel in 1854. Cartier dallied with the 
muses and produced several songs of merit, one of which, “0 
Canada, Mon Pays!" is a fine lyric production. He lias, as a 
politician, taken part in most of the great measures by which the 
Provinces of British America have been brought to their present 
condition and relations. In 1858 the Cartier-McDonald adminis
tration being in power, that Government adopted the Confederation 
of the British Provinces, the construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway, and the maintenance of the Queen’s decision in favour 
of Ottawa as the permanent seat of the Government of Canada, 
as the prominent features of their policy. In 1858 Cartier pro
ceeded to England to bring the two first named schemes under the 
attention of the Imperial authorities ; as also the question of the 
annexation of the Hudson Bay territories. Sir George took part 
in the Conference relative to Confederation in Charlottetown and 
Quebec, and was one of the main agents in promoting and carrying 
out that scheme. But, indeed, there is hardly any measure which 
has lately occupied public attention in Canada in which he did 
not take a leading part. F'or many years he wielded the chief


