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tions in choosing my stock. But if I did not believe
it, as I certainly do not, the purer his blood the
better he would suit me. Then I would buy the
best females my means would admit of doing, as
near the desired t; as possible, always preferrin
a lesser number of good ones to a larger number o
inferior ones. Then I would breed and continue
to breed them and their progeny to males
of the same t though they might in-
some cases be both defective in the same minor
points. I would tr¥ to fix what good points I had
in my herd before risked too much to overcome
the weak ones. I would not choose a_ sire because
he looked nice and sleek when loaded up with
flesh, and was good in some points where my
females were weak, if he was weak in more important
points where my females were strong. I would not
risk losing the substance by grasping after the
shadow. would not make violent crosses; I would
not breed one kind of animal to-day and another to-
morrow. I wou'd use my best judgment and the
best advice I could get in sta.rtz:f, and then I would
keep straight ahead until I ‘““made a spoon or spoiled
ahorn.” And I would not expect too much.
would not expect to produce a cow that would make
four pounds of butter and five pounds of beef a
day at the same time without pretty good feed
and care. Inshort, I would not breed a bobtail cow
to a muley steer, expecting to get both tail and
horns. I would expect at least two or three times
a week to meet men who had learned the whole
science of breeding, some morning before breakfast,
who would showmeIwas all wrong and that I ought
to be using the muley steer ; but I would just let
them do their talking, and would do my own think-
ing. And when some enthusiast came along who
wanted to breed some of the ribs out of my cows,
I would consider very seriously whether it would
not be better to have a few more bred into them.
I would expect to be told “the breed goes in at the
mouth,” and I would say, ‘‘All right, so does the
butter, and cheese, and wool, and %m.con, and lard,
and mutton, and the very vim and stamina of life.”
1 don’t care how much breed or feed goes in at the
mouth. What I want to know is, What results do
phe{ give ? Ifa profit, then the more that goes in
in that way the better. The animal that gives the
best returns for what goes in at its mouth is the
breed and type of animal I want. The man who
wants to get a good deal of something for a little of
nothing had better let breeding alone and go in for
patent medicine.

Some years ago I used to meet a gentleman who

was a bit of an enthusiast in breeding, who told me
of a wonderful young bull in Southern Manitoba,
and every time I met him he was louder in his
praises of this bull. He had seen him a young calf,
and he was a good one then, and had improved
every day since, until he was really a marvellous
bull, and he though I was losing an opportunity in
not %etting him to use in my herd. About this
time I met another gentleman from the place where
this bull was bred and owned, and I asked him
about him. He said he had never seen him, but
had heard him spoken of as an exceptionally fine
young bull. “But,” said he, “‘I would not take him
as a gift to use on my herd, because I know the
stock he comes from, and if he is anything like the
animal they say he is, he is not a representative of
his ancestors.” :
_ That, gentlemen, is the way to choose a sire. It
is the course I should follow ; and if I never reached
perfection with my herd, I should expect to gradu-
ally but surely approach my ideal.

The Bath and West of England Show.

The Bath and West of England and Southern
Counties Show, held at Taunton, May 29th to
June 3rd, was successful in drawing together a large
representation of high class stock of the various
breeds. Hedvy horses were largely represented by
Shires, although there were also a few good Clydes.
Hunters made a good showing. Hacks and ponies
were llﬁht in numbers. In Shires, Sir Walter
Gilbey, Bart., was the most successful exhibitor. Mr.
Deadman won a championship Clyde prize. In
cattle, Devons, Shorthorns, glerefords, Sussex,
Jerseys and Guernseys were all outin good num-
bers, running, as a rule, between 30 and 40 entries.
Aberdeen-Angus, Kerries and Dexters were pres-
ent, but not numerous. In Shorthorns, Mr. Dean
Willis was the most successful winner of premiums,
taking six out of seven firsts, also two champion-
ships. Sir Williams, Bart., and Mr. A. C.
Skinner were the chief Devon exhibitors. In sheeg,
Leicesters, Cotswolds, Devon Longwools, South-
downs, Hampshires, Shropshires, Oxford-Downs,
Somerset and Dorset-Horns and Exmores were all
represented. In the champion prize for three
yearling ewes, all breeds were allowed to compete.
The Longwools were quickly dispatched to their
pens, leaving Mr. Ellis’ Southdowns, Mr. Flowers’
Hampshires, and Mrs. M. Barr's Shropshires to
fight the battle. The decision was given in favor
of the Southdowns.

Sir Walter Gilbey has been elected president of
the English Roval Agricultural Society for the year
following the Darlington show. The Society has
now a balance on hand of £10,638 ; the membership
numbering 11,149. The entries for the Darlington
shpw number 1,703, compared with 1,864 at Cam-
bridge. The number of horses exceeds that at Cam-
bridge,there being 630, compared with 617; 548 cattle,
compared with 639, and 505 sheep, against 588,

P




