
10 THE BULLFROG.
On Wednesday night of last week two heavy explosions in ' 

the dirertion of Wilmington were hoard at Newborn—A rebel 
paper announces a Federal Force advancing upon Kingston 
which on Sunday was within a mile of the enemy's works.

The United States Senate, by a vote of 31 to ft, adopted a 
resolution requiring the President to give a notice of the ter
mination of the Reciprocity Treaty with Canada.

The steamer Melville from New York on the 6th, hound for 
Hilton Head, foundered at sea the second day out. and forty-six ■ 
of the possemrers and fovrteen of the crew were lost, and only 
three persons belongin'; to the steamer were saved.

A late number of the Richmond Enquirer has the following—
11 A call is out for a Convention of the Confederate States. The 
intention of the authors of the call is to revolutionise the revol
ution. to ie of Jell. Davis, wipe out the Confederate Con
gress. and appoint a Dictator in his stead, and perhaps surren
der to the enemy."’

THE DOUBLE HOUSE.
( i imlimifil),

It must l»1 remember! that, forty years ago, the subject of insanity 
wa» viewed in a very different light from wlnt it is ut present. Instead 
of a mere disease, a mental instead of a bodily ailment—yet no less 
susceptible of mmcdv—it was loot is I ntimi n< a visitation, » curs-*, al
most a crime. Any family who owned a member tlm- suffering, bid 
the secret ns if it bad been absolute guilt. •• Mail-house," "nnd- 
doctor." were words which people shuddered at. or dared not litter. 
And no wonder! for in man;, instance» they revealed abysses of igno. 
ranee, cruelty, and wickeduess, horrible to eoiitemplnte. Since then 
more tlmn one modern Howard lias gone ninong those worse than 
prisons, cleared away incalculable evils, ami m ule cron such dark places 
of the earth to see a hopeful dawn.

Throughout hi* professional career, one of my husband's favorite 
“crotchet*,i,’ ns I called them, had lieen the investigation of insanity.

Commencing with th ■ simple doctrine, startling but true, that even- 
man and woman is mad on someone point—that is, lias a certain 
weak corner of the min i or brain, which requires carefully watching 
like any other weak portion of the body, lest it should bcronii1 the seat 
of rampant disease, lie went on with a theory of possible cure—one that 
wonld take a wiser bend than min ■ to explain, Imt which effectually 
removed the intolerable horror, misery and Imp Icssiies. of that great I 
cloud overhanging the civilized and intellectual portion of the world— 
mental insanity. I do not main the raving madness which is goner- 
wlly superinduced by violent passions, and which h.goai a;n uin
to regard a* a sort of dvinoiiinnil pox«cs.«ion—which it ttiav In*, fir 
aught 1 know—Imt that general state of utiwiiindiicss, iinlifnlthine«s 
of brain, which corresponds to itiilv althiness of body, ami like it, often 
re*iiiire-1 I1" a physician than a sanitary conimissioiv r.

This in%v seem" an unnecessary di-lnctic interpolation, bnt Iowe it 
to the natural course of m v story, and a- « tribute u, mv dear busbiunl. 
Besides, it formed the subject of a conversation which, the ipiesiion 
being voluntarily revived by Dr. Men histon, lie and Jam-s held 
together during the whole aft< rn am.

It was good ami pleasant l«i hear those two nu n talk. I listened, 
pleased ns a woman who is contented to appreciate and enjoy that to 
which herself can never attain. Anil once more, for the 'hwndreth 
time. I noted with admiration the wonderfully strung and lucid in
tellect with which Dr. M. reliistoii could grasp’uuv subject, handle it, 
view it oil all points, ami make his auditors see n too. Even "ii tbi» 
matter, which still seem il to touch his sympathies di-eply* c*pceiallv 
when he alhlncd to tlm world » horror and cruel treatment ofinsano 
ja-rsons—in-mi •, perhup», only on some particiibir |x>int. while the 
rest of the brain was clear and sound—even there bis powers of reason
ing and argument never failed

“Well," said Mr. Rivers, smiling, as they shook hands at the dorr 
“ I am glad to have found soin'1 one-who can undt rstnnd mv hobbv 
Yon are certainly one of the clearest-headed men lever knew."

°u truly think so 1 1 thank vo i, Rivers," said the Doctor, ear
nestly, as be disappeared into the dark.

I rememla-r this night's miivi rsaliun viviillv, breanae' in Heaven's 
Inscrutable merry—ay, j write "mercy"—it was the last time Dr. 
Mercdiiston entered our bouse.

The next morning lie lamed to me at the window, rifling past on 
his gavly curveting horse, looking letter and more cheerful than be bad 
done for a long time.

That evening my husband wa* summoned to the Double House. 
Its master had liceii thrown troni his horse, bis leg and his right arm 
fractured. If all went well, Jniues t«>1*1 me, mid I had rarely seen him 
so moved—the patient would lie routined to his Is .I. Is.umi"there hand 
hihI hait, helpless us a child, for three or lour months, Poor I >r. Mcr- 
fhistuii !

" I» his wife with him ?" was the first i|iirstinn I askvil.
“Yes,thank God,yee!" cried James, fairly bursting into tears. 1 

was ao shocked, so amazed by bis emotion, that 1 never inquired or 
learned to this day bow it came afemt, oi what strange scene mv hue- 
hand had that evening witnested ill tin-Double House.

1 here was a long crisis, in which the balance wavered between life 
and death. Life triumphed.

1 went almost every day ; but it was long licfore I saw Mrs. Merehis- 
ton : when I did, it was the strangest sight ! Her looks were full of the 
di-ejK-st peace, the most seraphic joy. And yet she had lieen for w eeks 
a nnrsein that sick room. A rlose, tender, indefatigable nurse, such as 
none but a wife can Ik»; ns fondly watchful—ay, and as gratefully and 
adoringly watched, my liiielwml "told me, hy the sick mini's dim eyes, as 
if she hail been a wife Isnind for years in near, continual household 
bonds, instead of having lived totally estranged from him since the 
first six months of union.

But no one ever spoke or thought of that now.
Dr. Men histon slowly improved ; though he was still totally helpless 

and hi# weakness remained that of a very infant.

In this state he was when I w i« first admitted to his sick rhamlier.
Mrs. M -n-histon sit at t'i1 win low, sewing. The room was bright 

and pleasant ; she hud brought into it all tii i*a cheerfulnesses which 
can alleviate the long to b> « o hired suffering from which all danger is 
.:i»t. When 1 thought of the former aspect and iitmospliereofilic 
imise, it diil not seem in the lens? sal now ; for liar liant' eyes hsd a 

(K-nn in uit, mild. Sittistio l llglit ; and her husband's, which were ever 
dwelling on her face and form, w-re full of the cal mes t, most entire 
happiness.

I sat with tlmm a good while, au I did not marvel at bis saving ere 
I left—“ that he thoroughly enjoyed being ill."

With what a solemn, sublime evenness i» life meted out ! Barbara 
bas told me since that those flic months following her husband's accj. 
dent were the most truly happy her life had ever known.

“ Look at hint," she "w hispervd to me one evening w hen lie lay bv the 
window, half dozing, having been for the lir-t time allowed a faint 
attempt at locomotion, though he was still obliged to l.c waited upon 
bind and finit—" Mrs. Rivers, did you ever see »o beautiful a smile! 
Yet it i> nothing compare 1 to that’ll1 wore when he was very, very ill, 
when I first begun to nurse mid tend him: and lie did nothing hut 
watch me bIkiiii the room, and cull me his Barbara. 1 am here, Evan ! 
—«lid you want me !"

Rhr'vvn* at his side in a moment, smoothing his pillow, leaning over 
ami caressing him. I think he was not aware of then1 living any one 
in the room but their two selves, for he fondled her curl» and her soft
checks.

“ Mv Barbara, we have bad a little ray of comfort in our sad life. 
How happy we have lieen in this sick roam !"

- We Aoce Wn. Kvmi !
•• Av : but nothing I ists in this world—n idling/"
“ Husband, that is like one of your morbid savings when we were 

first marrie.I. Mut 1 will not have it now—I will not, indeed." And 
slm closed bis month with a pretty petulance. He lifted Ins hand to 
remove h r», then sunk back.

•• I am grow ing strong again ; I can use my right arm. Oh Heaven, 
my right arm. I am not helpless any longer."

“ No. thank God ! But you speak as if you were shucked and

•• I am—! am. With strength comes—Oh, my Barbara !"
His wife, alarm'd at the anguish of hi » tone, «ailed out |my name. 

Dr. Men hist-ui caught mi it. " I- Mrs. Rivers there t Bid her come 
in ; bbl any ImuIv com» in. Ah ! yes, that i* well."

After a pause," which seemeil more of mental than physics! exhaus
tion. he became himself'again for the rest of the evening.

The next day he sent for me, and in Mrs. Mundiiston'a absence, 
tulki'd with me a long while about her. He fvarvil her health would 
give way: he wished her to Ik* mon-with me; lie hojs-d I would im
press ii|Hin her that it m vie him miserable to sec her spending all her 
day# and nights in his sick room.

*• What ! in tin1 only place in the world where she lin« real happiness?
“ Do miii think so ! Is she never happy imt with me ! Then 

Heaven "forgive m ! Heaven have pity ou me !" he gmamd.
Dr. Merchiston ! you surely do not intend to send your wife from 

you again—your forgiving, loving wife?"
Before h«" could answer she came in. 1 went away thoroughly 

rngry and miserable. That evening I indulged James with such a 
long harangue on the heartlessness of his sex, that, u* 1 said, he must 
have been Ie»' a man than an angel to have home it. When 1 told 
him the eaitse. be ichmiI all general argument», sut a long time thought 
fill, burning hi» He-» an- against the bars of the grate, finally scut me 
t i lu .I and di<l imt himself follow until midnight.

Dr. Mvrehistoit's cure progressed ; in the same ratio his wife's cheer
fulness declined, lie grew day by day more melancholy, irritable, and 
mid. By the time lie was released from his helpless coédition, the ivy 
barrier had risen up again. She made no eoniplaiut, but the facts were

Ailvrrtisemrnts.

ON AND AFTEK THVIIHDAY NEXT, the 12th
nst.. Ulaei's of lfejsisit for the reception of Jitters pre paid by stump, 
will be established ut the undermentioned places of husitivle in thi»

No. I.—At John Hamm's, corner of Pleasant street and Gas Lane.
No. X.—At Lonergaii’s X McDonald's, No. 89 (head of Lawson’s 

Wharf) lanvi-r Water Street.
No. 3.—At Robert I'niuliart'#, corner of Birmingham Street ami 

Spring Garden Road.
No. 4.—Henry Tally's, No. IN> Upper Water Street.
No. 5.—At James ('. ( rtiwford s, No. 394 Upper Water Street.
No. 6.—At Dr. MeKatridgv's, No. 52 Cornwallis Kt.

Letisr* to Is- forwarded by the Mid day and Evening Mails must lie 
posted ntioH to the hours specified Mow :

No. I—At 1 P.M. and 7 P. M.
No. X—At l.lbl’.M. and .MS P.M.
No. 3—At 1.30 P.M. and 7.30 P.M.
No. 4—At 1.30 P.M. and 7.30 P.M.
No. 5—At 1.15 I' M. and 7.15 P.M.
No. 6—At I P.M. and 7 P. M.

ITT- Postage stamps can Ik- bad ut all the above named place* of 
dejMiait.

A. WOODGATE,
Postmaster. General.

General Post Oolfioe, )
Halifax, Jan. 10th, 1864. J
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