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BO not remem’ser to-day's mistakes, except as they help
you to commit fewer tomorrow.
s &

Four Thousand Bushels of Corn

(Continued from last week.)

sreily, with its magnifi- Juke was so completely reconciled to
snt equipment for g bo, the task that Jimmie was emboldened
how to farm, was a revelation to to set both him and Bill at work with
Jimmie. The one day he could give hoes to clean out the few remaining
to inspecting the college grounds and weeds. Jake started to carry out this
buildings passed all too quickly, The order g0 cheerfully that Jimmie
yards and barns full of high-class thought gsomething must be wrons.
stock, and the feeding tables and Bill explained Jake's alacrity while
charts, opened up for Jimmie a new they wero milking that night; Mr.
vigta of possibilities in farming. The Hodgekins, it seemed, had set his
soil experiments interested  him

FARM AND DAIRY

«Only what? You don't seem to be
very much pleased, Sis. Don't you
realize what a splendid chance it is
for me?”

“Yes, it is & gplendid chance. It's
mean of me not to rejoice with you,
but 1 can't help thinking how father
will feel. He won't say anything, of
course; that’s not father's way. But
it will be a great disappointment to
him just th . He always planned
o0a making a farmer of his youngest

fell. “I hadn't thought

ted, “But father will
v o s won't want to keep
home against my best inter-

, you gure it is to your best in-
to go to the y—have you con-
»d everythin Mary asked,

soberly

“A hundred dollars & month? And
. chance of working ahead? If that
isn't to my best interest 1 don’t know
what is!”

Py thig time they had turned in at
the gate of the farm. Mary went into
the house without saying anything
more.

When Jimmie came in to supper,
Aunt Jane shook her head dubiously.

You'll get held' sure when you get
to Chicago, and then where will your
$100 be?" she said
The hired mei Jaughed heartily at

especially; for there the fields of cor)
and oats, cultivated by the systeil
that his neighbors at home used, were
shown in contrast to the plots where
clover was grown in rotation, and in
till groater contrast to those that
moreover had baen treated with rock
phosphate or bone me al

And the enthusiastic farmers who
told in simple language their pl
and mistakes and their failures
successes interested Jimmie greatly.
Best of all was the enthusiasm of
those farmers who had learned to
make the sofl give abundantly of its
treasures, One of those men had re-
cords showing that the profits from his
quarter-section farm would pay inter-
est on land worth $450 an acre. An-
ottier declared that for the past eleven
years a certain seven-acre field on s
farm had paid six per ant. Interest on
a valuation of $1,000 an acre

The farmers grew el yquent in their
discussions of alfa'fa and silage—!wo
things that were almost unknown 7
Jimmie's nelghborhood They said
that they had got big D ofits from ha
fn alfalfa, by “ho ring down o
and by using clover in the rotation
“Ihere i8 a whole lot more to farn

the farmers’ Institute are telling

them?” hired men at the same task the day

“Phey do, lots of them. But it's before.

slow proc Most farmers want to About ten o'clock the next morning,

as hear about it, Mary came out to the barn, where Jim-

their hard-earned nile was W orking, and handed him a

money into it t 18 why the work letter,

that Professor Eckhardt 18 doing over The letter was addvessed in Wal-
's  familiar handwriting Jimmie

in DeKalb County ought to accome ter's
plish s0 much. He ’ahm- n'w Jlfr mers  opened the envelope. “1 have found
‘I'“m o :I“ e P e “”""',““ it can b just the opening for you » Walter
done with improved methocs wrote; “a better one than that paint
Jimmie had intended to g0 home b¥  company’s job last spring. Come in to
way of Chicago, .’m;\ to wo‘m! x‘m"\'" see me right away. It Is the best
fog with * Jter; but at the Ias mo- chance you are lively to get.” .
ment he decided that he had hetter go When Jimmie came back from Chi-
home at once and look after his men cago, Mary met him at the station
“There’s no knowing but that Jake “It's all right!” he exclaimed, Ju-
may have gone on A strike,” he sald hilantly, as he climbed into the buggy
to the preacher. “Je never could “It's with an antomobile company 1
0 A eing made fun of, and if the Tl to be a demonstrator and sales:
siand heng : " nan, with a salary of $100 a month,
boys have found out that he is plough s d

the last half of July, they and a chance to work up in the com-
ing corn in the last halt of $uiy, (Y pany. Think of Lo $100 & month! And
will plague the life out of A Till Enlis and Jake Bowles have been
Jimmie's fears were not realizéd, working all their lives for thirty-five,
however, for when he reached home, and they don’t even get that all the
he found that the men had just fin-  year round.”
ished going over he two prize forties. “It's fine,

Mary answered, “only—"

tng than 1 ever dreamed of.’ Jimie “idum" Blooms Delightful to the Eye of All Flower Lovers.
sald to Colonel Edwards, when they ‘

 way home, “Why don't T he tor chrysanthemums and such beautiful blooms AS are here
were on their W&y BOUS S Chiaxe hown, may e untral Bxperimental Farm Greenhouses ot Ottawn
more farmers take advantage of these  Plooms such ua these are grown in xpeth pota and eommand the admiration of
things that the cultural college and | ) have tho privilege of visiting the gr nhouses

.

this, Since they had learned of Jim-
mie's new position in the city they
regarded him with greater respect. A
hundred dollars o nronth seemed a
fortune to ther

The next mo:ning Sam Walker came
over to congratulate Jimmie. “It will
be mighty lonesome fere without you,
but, of course, you couldn’t think of
refusing such a splendid offer” he
sald.

“1 don't know how Wwe hall ever
get along without vou,” the preacher
said, that afternoon. “You don’t know
how it's disappointed the colonel,
though. (He hoped you wo.ll stay
here and become a scientific tarmer

“1 believe I could, Jimmie answer-
od, “But there isn't enough money in
it, and there isw't the chance to do
big things that there is in the city.
At least, that's what Walter says, and
1 guess he's about right”

The dry weather at tasseling time
injured some of the corn in the neigh-
borhood; the white burned tassels
showed thick in certain of the fields.
The best five felds in the contest

-
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were little affected, however. As far
as could be told by their appearance
they were still even in the race. Al
were earing out well, There would
naturally be more or less difference in
the filling of the ears, and upon that
would depend the result of the con-
test. That was the point Jimmie was
efraid of, for he more than half be-
lleved Mr. Hodgekins' remark that
{he peat-land corn would not fill well.

As the weeks went on, however,
Jimmie saw that the corn on the peat
forty was growing big, sound ears—
at least, they compared favorably with
those on the preacher's forty. He did
not know how they would compare
with those on Hodgekins' and Ed.
Cassidy’s and Verne Wilson's fields,
for the excitement had reached such
a pitch that it was almost as much
a8 & man’s lfe was worth to be
caught in another man’s cornfield

For years it had been the custom
of Duketon farmers to hold a big pic-
nic and ploughing match during the
latter part of September. This year
the picnic was to be at the Wilson
place. Jimmie did not enter the
ploughing match himself, but he en-
couraged Bill Ellis to ehroll in the
men's amateur class, which was open
to all men who had never won a prize
in a ploughing match. Bill had finally
consented to ente:

The day before the contest, Jimmie
went out and looked over Bill's plough-
jng. The hired man had been plough-
ing for Jimmie for two weeks before
the contest, and so had been able to
get a good deal of practice, both for
himself and for his team

“That's splendid work, Bill,” he sald.
“1 don’t know of another amateur
round here who can beat it.”

“Pm going to do my best,” Bill
answered. “It would mean more to
me than you realize to vin that cup
10-MOTTOW.

The day of the contest was perfect.
The slight haze on the horizon mel-
Jowed the sunshine, and the faint
breeze was laden with the harvest
odors of a country autumn; all nature
geemed to rest in peaceful laziness.

The contestants were on the ground
by nine o'clock, and as soon as places
were allotted to them, started to work
Soon afterward, the crowd began to
arrive—in wagons, buggies, and auto-
mobiles. 1t was a Jolly, good-natured
country erowd, Every one seemed to
know every one else. From all over
the countryside people came to the
ploughing match.

#1 didn't know I had so many
frien immie sald to Mary at noon,
when he brought the big dinner basket
from the buggy to the foot of the tree
where their dinner was to be spread
The Walker family were there, too,
wnd several of the other neighbors
Just as they were spreadng the table-
cloths, Colonel Bdwards and his wife
came along, and promptly accepted an
invitation to join the party

Then-followed one of those rare good
times that cun be had only round the
locloth at a eountry Pic-
nle. By the time the dinner was fin
ished, they were all laughing together
in genial comradeship.

After the dinner there was an ex-
Libition of the big traction ploughs
that turn a dozen furrows at once, al-
though they do not do it half so well
as the expert ploughmen Then while
the judges were measuring furrows
and comparing ridges, the erowd went
over to the front pasture for a ball
game. By the time that was over
word was passel along that the judges
had their decisions ready; a8 many
as could crowded round the secretary’s
tent to hear the awards. Jimmie was
in the front row, and he slapped Bill
Ellis encouragingly on the back, and
told him he would surely win.»

Jimmie was right; when the secre
tary, who was reading the award of
finally came to the men's amsa-

he announced that Bill Ellls
(Concluded on page 17))
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