UNIVERSITY GAZETTE

McGILL COLLEGE, MONTREAL, JANUARY 61, 1888, [No. 5

Unibersit f Gusette

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
Jnnuf\- H. Buriaxp, B. Ap. Sc., F.C.8., President.
. W. Hoare, Med, '88, Vice- President.
.l F. Mac KIP. B.A., Il( L., Sec.- Treas.
A. DrummonD, Science 88,
W. Dixox, B.A
C.F. Mumn, Arts '8,
J. A. Erutort, Arts 90,

EDITORS.
101, B.C.L., Editor-in-Chief,
PELER, B.A., Med. '89.
J. A, M.u l’mu., Arts " b8
A. P. Soranpr, B.A,
H. E. U. Masox, Arts '88.
W. J. Deraxey, Med. 89,
R. H. CLerg, B.A., Law '89,
M. W. Horkins, Science "88,
Braxcue B. Evaxs, Corresponding Editor for Ladies' Dept.

Raveien J. l‘
C. L.

University standing, it may become a mere specializ-
ing, theorizing school for experimenting in new and
untried doctrines, Towards this end everything is
tending. It has the stimulus, novel views and pro-
mising theories to give. There is an expectation about
Medicine, a seeking and a gaining of some new thing
that always yislds a stimulus, artificial it may be, but
none the less impulsive. With Atts and Applied
Seil it is diffe these must hold always the
same ground. The teaching of Euclid and of Socrates,
the methods and versification of the Greek and Latin
poets are slill the same and the best in their respect-
ive fields, If the Medical school were to found its
existence on the systems of Galen and Zsculapius, it,
too, would be in danger of being regarded as some-
what slow. It has in its favor what the other facul-
ties lack, expectation and novelty snd any one who
d ds such a ifs of i from these
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THE MEDICAL FACULTY.

Already the Medical Faculty of McGill has dis-
tanced all professional competitors, and can now
afford to pursue medical truth for the sake of truth,
It is also forging its way ahead of the other faculties
in the University, so much so that it is severing the
ties that bound it to the old body, and acquiring an
independent existence of its own. There is a possi-
bility of danger here, that instead of having a broad

faculties, is asking for that, which in the nature of
things, cannot exist. They never can have a like in-
terest in the practical sympathies of men, because
they stand on their merits simply and appe.l more to
their abstract conceptions than to more material and
less high motives. The Medical school has not yet,
however, reached that stage in which it can afford to
give all its time and interest to theorizing, however
praiseworthy in the abstract this may be. Thero is
a prevalent opinion that one object, by no means un-
important, for which a medical school exists, is to cure
disease and alleviate distress, and it is upon this prin-
ciple it must be based. Some day McGill will awaken
to this fact, and will find that it is losing itself in the
sand and vanishing in the thin air of unreality. Much
of the good work done in the highest professions is
due to the fact that men cannot do without bread and
butter, and in any school there must be a certain amount
of “bread and butter medicine.” It would be a fine
thing if this country could afford to have one school
which placed this matter secondary to a more abstract
standard, but, unfi tely, things have not come to
such a pass that McGill can assume this réle. For the
first two years of the course no Medicine is taught,
the atmosphere in which the student moves is not
even medicatud to the extent of a homapathic pill,
and the student might as well be in any school of
technology, which a medical school should not be,
MoGill has overstepped the mark, and this tendency




