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By J. R. Jackson.

The doctrine of immortality eriticized
and condemned editorially in the New
York Outlook, some time ago, namely,
that after death the soul slecps or i1s
non-existent, and that lite and immortal-
ity can only be associated with the I)ml)',_
has never been held by the churches of
Christendom, nor by anybody, so far as
I know, escept the infinitesimal sect of
the Christadelphians and a section of the
Adventiste. ‘The doctrine defined and de
fended by the Outlook, that death and
resurrection are simultaneous and synony-
mous, is not the doctrine of the Serip-
tures, the texts cited in support of it
being witnesses againet it, That portion
of the scriptural doctrine which aflirms
that the blessed dead are more than ever
alive within the veil, and which & pro-
claimed as a special discovery of the Out-
look and its  friends, has always been
clearly held and taught by the orthodox
churches, But this is not the whole
teaching of the Seriptures and the church-
es on the question,  The Presbhyterian
shorter catechism speaks as follows: “The
=ouls of believers are at their death made
periect in holiness and do immediately
pus into glory, and their bodies being
still united to Christ do re<t in their
graves till the resurrection. At the re-
eurrection, lelievers being raised up in
glory shall be openly acknowledged
acuyuitt v the dav of judgment,
made pe tlv blessed in the full enjoy-
ing of God to all eternity.” To the same
effect are these sentences from the Ang-
lican burial service: “Almighty  God,
with whom do live the spirits of them
that depart hence in the Lord, and with
whom the soule of the faithiul after they
are delivered from the burden of the flesh
are in joy and felicity. . . . In sure
and certain hope of the resurrection to
eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall ehange our vile body that it
mav be like unto his glorious body, ac-
cording to his mighty working whereby
he is able to subdue all things to him-
“‘”A"

The position of the creeds of (hristen-
dom respecting immortality is summed un
in the ahove extracts. The orthodox view
of the resurrection is first distorted and
caricatured by the Outlook and then pro-
nounced unecientific, impossible and pa-
gan. Not onlv #o, but the Scriptures are
brought into requisition to contradict the
original doctrine and to establich one
which they know not. The well known
words of Jesus, to the dving thief, “To-
dav ghalt thon be with me in paradise,”
are quoted to prove that death is the
only resurrection. But they plainly prove
the oposite. The resurrection of Jesus
is _evervwhere stated to have been on
THE THIRD DAY, and his departure in-
to paradize bad taken place two davs be-
fare. @ TOsurrer i the penitent
thief e vet in the future, as it is written
“Christ the first froits, afterwards they
) Christ’s at his coming.” In nei-
e, therefore, was deith and en-
trance into pa ise identical with resur-
rection. The case of Tazarus of Bethany
is similiely treated, Jesus eaid “thy hro.
ther shall vise agiin.”  But upon the Out-
leok’s theory he shonld have «aid  “thy
brother AR ALREADY RISEN"—death
and ratere tion heine one and the same.
The arswer of Martha was in strict ac-
cordince with the words of Jesus on
earlier ocensions.  “The hour is coming
in the which all that are in the graves
chall hear his voice, and «hall come forth:
thev that have done good, unto the resnr-
~tion of life: and they that have done
unto the resurrestion of jindement,”
(Tohn v., 28 20.) “Fveryone which secth
the Son and helieveth on Him hath ever-
lastin: life. ard T will raise bim up at the
laet doy.”  (Jobn vi. 40) What she ap-
ravently did not take into account was
that Tesns himself war the life and resur-
v of the dead, and conld therefore
ret Mis divine nower at anv time in
nee of the general resurrection. An-
other nsccage in the same eommestion
wronaly  neated  and evnlained hv the

Ontleok is “Ie that liveth (the Outlook

substitutes the word loveth) and believ-
eth in me shall never die.” But this ie
only half the passage, the whole teaching
of which is that believers in Christ who
die <hall rise again, and that beli
who have not died hefore the resurrec.
tion day shall never die at all. This is
borne out by other unmistakable state-
ments, e, “We ehall not all sleep but
we shall all he changed: in a moment, i
the twinkling of an eye, at the I
trump. for the trumpet shall sound and
the dewd shall be raised incorruptible.
and we shall be changed.” “The Lord
Bimeelf «hall descend from heaven with
a shout. with the voice of the archangel
and with the trump of God, and the dead
in Christ shall rise first, then we which
are alive and remain shall he canght up
together with them in the clonds to meet
the Lord in the air; and o #hall we ever
be with the Tord.

w. a8 the editor of the Outlook very
well knows, there are scores of such pas-
siges in the Gospels, Acts and Epistles,
and thev are in no wise contradicted or
annulled by the manyv others which sneak
of ovr denarting and heing witlh, (hr
1« hoth are equally scvintural and true,
Pt the two are distinet both in date and
nature. The term “resurrection” is never
once applied in the Seriptures to the sep
aration of the spirit from the hody but
alwavs to the reunion of the snirit with
the hady., This surelv n that death
md resn ion are NOT “the same phe
nemenon,”  “How are the dead raised un
1 with what hody do they come? Fool
ish fellbave thon sowest not that body
that <hall he, God giveth it a hody as it
vlewseth him.” These words of the Anos
tle onoted with annroval in the Ontlook
article ave a enflicient answor to ite oh.
e tione to t! n as unchristian
and imnossily and were donhtless ad
to parties with the self-same

Ottawa, Canada.

NOT The  foregoing  observations
were sent finet to the New York Outlook,
het publication was declined—for obvious
rey e main ohjestien to the Out-
le referred to is not ite denial
Iv resurrection =0 much as its
sentation of historic and current
n belief on the enhiect, and the

vl twisting of ho riptore,

COLLEGE REFORM IN_ SCOTLAND.

There is an interesting movement in
Scotland to co-ordinate the Divinity Halls
of the Established and the United Free
Churches. At present the Establishment
has four Divinity Halls, with sixteen Pro-
fessors, besides Lecturers, Tn the United
Free Church are three theological eolleges
with adequate staff. All these men are
teaching practically the same subjects,
and none of the Halls is over-attended by
students,  The remedy proposed is thus
outlined in a Seottish paper—“Clewrly the
question of amalgamation and reconstruc-
tion must be faced. The first step un-
doubtedly must be the amalgamation of
our duplicate divinity halls,  Let the
Theological Faculty of Edinburgh Univer-
#ity and the New College coalesce. Tet
the various subjects be divided more
aquitably among the professors, so that
each professor will be able to deal thor-
oughly with one or two departments of
his special field.  Let other branches of
thealogieal learning be included in the
currienlum.  Let the same amalgamation
and reconstruction take place also in
Glasgow and Aberdeen. The Theological
Curriculum must hecome less rigid. Aec-
count must be taken of the individual
bent of our students.  Nor should our
students be compelled to begin and finish
their studies at the same college. We
might profitably take a lesson in this
matter from our German friends”” A
student taking part of his education in
another land, and at an ancient Univer-
sity gets a wider horizon of thought and
sympathy.

Ld
MARKS OF THE TRUE RE.
FORMER.

The country hae been
an era ol reform, Almo
our complex life have been feeling the
effects of it. Much has been accomplisi-
ed, I-ut. much remains to be done.  Evils
that might have been abated have been
wiven further lease of life, in some in-
stances, because of the radicalism of the
remedies proposed, Reforms that involy.
ed |mhhcuj action have also been de!'«-rn-li
because of the moral inertia of the people
or ln-vuu(«- the reforms were complicated
hy ln«wll;nmu with other isues, ;

8 the reaction that follow -
Successiul effort to secure illl|bl'l‘!&'1;|:<wl"ir:]
or political conditions that tests the ai;l-
cerity and earnestness of those wha |y
been enlisted in the good
movement that shows promise of success
attracts to itself a crowd of camp fol
lowers. They are nat interested in lln:‘
ends at which the movement aime; they
care nothing about the moral uupﬁ'l“of the
u‘m\-lxpna involved, But they see a chance
that it will win out, and they \\'.lu‘t to
l»..- on hand to pick up something for
themaclves ont of the victory, A tempor-
ary revermse of the movement  scatters
these adherents, and thejr real want of

passing through
st all phases of

e
cause, Every

.ln'm\'u ion and zeal is disclosed. It is
¢ men who are as steady under defeat
w they were valorous in

v the assault who-
e the real reformo, e
il i 1 reformere and the hope of

For it is a mark of the true
that he does not regard g
settled by the “connt of
clack of tongues,”. vjoriti
cisive ining questions of right

History i ‘one long illust ra-

It was a majority i Tera
ccted Samuel, that drove B
ng, Ih:n‘ m;nlemnwl the pr
l nings of the pronhete,
majority that stood hefore Pi'n'«-"-x“i::lw
ment seat and shouted “Cracify, erucify,”

MUOFIY was for Diana when [ ul
rreached in Ephesus. A majority con-
lh"mlw_l Huss at the Council of Constance
:{{!.] dicowned  Luther at the Diet of

Orny i f
i ™ :."hhlilllzt!;:'.“;:‘1'4“9 of the people in

! ) ts on men and meas.
8 that come before them were the
Yoire of God, every great movement that

s lifted the world a @ten higher would
‘ave stood condemned. Nothing is more
striking than the revenges of history, the
reversals of popular udgments, |hé‘n|li-
’mm- trinmph of men and causes that at
il';:[(l(:'I'(I‘?.(‘J:l“.u"‘m, to go down in irretriev-
“For Humanity sweeps
teday the martyr stands,
On the morrow “cronches Judas, with the
. silver in his |Immly;
ar i front the cross stand
the crackling fagots lml'n.h iy ol
While the hooting mob of yesterday in
Jslnt awe return ’

To wlewn un the seattered ashes into His

tory's golden uwm.”

Knowing these facts of history, a true
reformer does not misread Talleyrand's
political maxim that “Everybody ie wiser
than anyhody.” He knows that nearly
overy great reform has first gotten itself
incarnated in a single soul. then in a few
choice spirits, before it has hecome a
common blessing. His convictions have
not been formed with his ear to the
eround to catch the ponular sentiment on
the fnatter in hand. They have been fix-
ed by the deliverance of his own enlight-
ened rewon and instructed conseience,
The popular judement has had nothimg to
do with creating them and it is powerlass
to change them. He is as fully persuaded
of the righteousness of his cause in its
Tonr of defeat ax he was when his hopes
of ite triomph were high.

And that means that the tree reformer
has the grace of continnane
nat helong to that pitiful nany who
ean ‘bawl out glittering platitudes upon

lic platforme. and carry a banner in

- amid  throbbing  d=mas and a
cheare and vote with the ma-
n snddenly weiken and

. Ve can oo on working when
“eers have died away without “bat-

ds and the
re not de-

onward; where




