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persist vigorously. "The whole inhabitar, 
of the town," (Page 108) is surely aquestioi 
sble phrase. However, the book as a who! 
is good. XVe wish heartily that our youn 
people would Iced on wholesome literal ur 
of this kind instead of wasting so much tim 
on frivolities. Never were there so man> 

the arbitration tribunal without an umpire, op|>ortunities of the highest culture open 1 
the haste with which the Imperial govern- uur y0ung men and women and yet we at 
irent ratified the treaty practically ignoring afraid that the great classics are much n« 
Canada’s protest, and the personnel ol the g|cCied. Ut us cultivate the Bible, Milton, 
United Slates side of the commission, in nut Shakespeare, Runyan and Dante a little mur. 

•being “eminent jurists." These and other anj go<Ki res,,|„ Wl|| follow, 
points connected with the work o! the arbi
tration are lair subjects of dis< ussion and 
criticism ; but such discussion and criticism 
should be calm and dignified. We are glad 
to say that for the most part Canada’s press 
and public men, while speaking forcibly and 
plainly as they had a rig to do, have main
tained a calm and dignified tone and have 
avoided the use of offensive or 11 mating 
language towards the United States. The 
comparatively few who have indulged in 
hysterical and threatening jingoism will not ^ 
be treated seriously by the people of ' ”
Canada.

OUp Gorçtni bit Ions.
The Alaska Arbitration.

Discussion of the award ol the Alaska 
boundary arbitration has been very much in 
evidence during the past lew weeks, and vtry 
vigorous writing has been done in support c.f 
the Canadian view, with occasional and re
grettable outbursts of jingoism in some 
quarters. Lord Alverstone, the British com
missioner, lias been severely handled, not 
only by the Canadian press, but even by 
some of the lead.ng journals of Great 
Britain, chiefly in consequence of his action 
respecting the Portland Channel boundary. 
The charge against him is that, afu-r saying 
that Canada's contention respecting the 
Portland Channel was *• unanswerable," he, 
without consulting the two Canadian com
missioners, modified his view so far as to 
concede to the United States two of the 
islands claimed by Canada. These islands 
are not of much intrinsic value ; it is the 
strategic position they occupy which renders 
them important. It is claimei that they 
command the outlet of the Portland Channel 
and the approaches to Port Simpson. This 
view, however, it is worth noting, is disputed 
by Sir Sanford Tleming ot Ot’awa and 
Bishop Ridley of Port Simpson. The latter 
contends—and his view is sustained by that 
of the f irmer—that Wales and Pearse islands 
awarded to Canada, much larger than the 
two islands awarded to the United States, 
not only command the harbor of Port 
Simpson but are also of inestimable value 
from a strategic point of view. It will thus 
be seen that there are two sides to this phase 
of the question.

With regard to the boundary line laid 
down by a majority of the arbitration com
mission, two things are worthy of note : (1) 
That as regards the Portland Channel 
Lection of the boundary Canada has gained 
—two of the four islands held by the United 
States have been awarded to her. (s) That, 
as regards the boundary line from Portland 
Channel to Mount Fairweather, the United 
States has been awarded only about half the 
territory she claimed Thus, it will be seen, 

•that there is room for disappointment on 
both sides. Feihaps, when public excite
ment has cooled down, and all the facts and 
circumstances connected with the arbitration 
are known and calmly considered, the people 
of Canada may be able to conclude that the 
award of the arbitrators was on the whole 

. a reasonably fair one.
Far beyond the value of the territory at 

stake—far beyond the loss or gain to either 
of the claimants, it is the important fact that 
two great Christian nations—Canada and 
Great Britain on the one side and the United 
States on the other—should be able to settle 
so intricate and complicated a question by 
arbitration, rather than by war. 'That such 
a result should have been achieved out
weighs all the disappointment felt on either 
side, and should prove an example to other 
great powers. Perhaps out of it will come a 
permanent treaty of arbitration between 
Great Britain and the United States, on the 
lines of the treaty concluded a short time 
ago between Great Britain and France. Such 
a result will be a gain to both countries—a 
gain and blessing to humanity the world 
over.

•«The Soul e Leap to Ood.”
This is the title of one of the four chap 

ters contained in a small, useful volume re
cently reviewed in these columns. Th 
author, The Rev. John A. Hutton, M. A 
seeks to give, "Guidance from Robei. 
Browning in matters of faith" ; in the chap 
1er before us he expounds Browning's view 
of conversion, and opens his discussion 
with a striking illustration which we hert

‘1 read in ihe newspaper the other day 01 
a wonderful invention to be used in war. I 
was a bomb, with such materials inside the 

The Dream of Dante.* shell, and so contrived as to explode at thr
. . —r— touch of a ray of light. The bomb might heThere ,s much energy spen , in these |a„d anywb’ere do no ha[m let

days, °n he work, ofthc great lull.™ poet; £ ray of,ight fall upon lt in parlicuilr, al d
much ol ,t ts no doubt well spent, Mill there ,hc „ lbe ,,ummons the ,, h, ,hv
,, danger, ,n .hi, case as ,n others, ol h.vmg ,h Wüul(j awake ,nd bur„. Well. that ,s
the tent overlaid by the comment,,, so as ,n , vc« eiact summaIy Rubert Browning’
fact ,0 be buried beneath it. We do not ,each' on lhe conv’llion of lhe ,„u|'s d,,
make that remark, however ,n „ew of the ofGod. Hts book, teem with lines
book be ore us ; it a simple, .Hong book wh|ch'tc|, of lhe trcmend„u, (orcei lhal lk.
w„h a clear purpose which the autho, keeps toj| d wllhin lht, 50u, rtad lu bui5t oul
.lead, , in view. We can recommend ,t ,nd learK , wa ol ’ lor that di. 
cordially to young people a, an introduction vjn# .p^'.h.ch, .Lording to Uro.nmg, , -
P ‘lu,dy u" k* * lnftrn°., ,C;d lhe las, anal,,,, of , man. He loves to 
mg tht, they will be prepared for other wa|ch thc5e „,jlosion, lo lhoe , light com
books on he same line, ol , slightly differ- j lowards , |nan jt sh|n,, u* h,
ent charac er.and for the great book ,t,el . (afe. Suddenly there i, a blaze and crash

he author sta e, h,s puipose ,n the oh ,nd dU5, ,nd ,Loke . bul whm theie day.
lowing words “In the following pages the bave d se't. lhe mln ,illin al ,hyc 
author seek, to provide a key for unlocking , * Gud -Clothed and in his right
the treasure, contained m the great Mediœval mind|.. whlle Browning chants the psalm.

""P bomb,of ,4 de

himself socially to the rellfcou, and ethical g,ec,,nd ‘"'“"'ü- He,
interpretation thereof ; and he has done thi, •’racVs,nf w,,h V™* h,s-,h*‘ "*ht
in the hope that they may «erve a, an intro «" burst every bondage of the soul. He

.. loads one man s soul with some small secret, auction to a direct acquiintance with the .. . . . . .... ,.k . . lu„ A . some light sin, but stin a secret and a sin ;work of the master himself. And we can 1 u , . ■„„ .... . . . something that gnaws within him and bring-;ay that he ha. tunned a f„r measure of c|uud, tk Then hc will
“ a n reSPT ” |,rC Cr1 o'' gentle light u,xm that man's lace, which
Wickstecd s small volume entttled Sta B|uke, the man but .eta him free. Again, he
be mons on Dante, but there » room lor lhe cxploslve male,,al
hu h, and or young fKople who are not well a ^ de, lnd m()r'c obllinlle „nn,nK
verae, m liters-, crtt nsm the one before us and w’ilhm'a hatdtr ,he|l. 0nce mor
,, perhaps more suitable. It dtst.ngutshe, wi„ lhe ra ofligbuhe mlldeye of'Uo(1
cleatl, between the permanent truth and the the man/and ,L„ you have a cash
tempo a,y form and shows how the poet was „‘d , bu', lhl, man ’M comel out ol 
st.ugglmg to advance the cause of ttghteous- ,he fi y 'c and c|ean Al last he e|ll con.
ness Where all „ so good one ,s not d„. ,„ucl , bldeou, suul „ , fmal „„ (or his

n i^ A But take the following lht0 and failh. He will load Ihi, ,oul to
2 m n 'he neck wtth the stuff of hell ; he will bind
°"e °f lhe Nmos ^ ,l"‘ u,f . ,hck. oc,cu" it round and round with band, of aleel. A
sciences. Napoleun believed in his star: , . . ... ...and with English speaking people, subject f'.H ,rt>(ik al lhe '"'Penetrable caw in which

.liii en-r.LaV .. _ , >. this foulness is sealed, with no chink or
i/iMf/Miif anri nrim L rritwri en °ih8 weakncss in its brazenness, you wonder
disastrous, and prices are described on the ... .. ...... ,, .  ,
market as mtrnrialï (P. ,03.) Yes, but "he ^ ** ?ai 1,^t WJ11 ever reach and
m'fr'wl^^c Tmsmn8tPhea?,h C^t-"^ doubt

w. m,
fo,tone-ell,spmtuahsm, and soon, llghl ,eem,to call in vain But it still bea.s 
proving the power of outworn superstition to ^ ,he cnca5td injquilyi growi whlU,

with impatience, until the iron Wrappings 
grow hot and the mass bursts like all others, 
and Guido, the infernal, rushes out of life 
with a cry which the good God may hear.’*

PRESUVTEROS.

j,
•The Dream of Dante. An Interpretation or 

The Inlerno by Henry F. Henderson, M.A., 
Au lifer of “hrskine of Linlathen.” as. 6d. 
Oliphant, Anderson and Ferrier, Edinburgh.

It will not be disputed that Canada has 
just cause for objection to some matters con
nected with the Alaska arbitration treaty—


