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Steam Navigation.*

Awe most potent agencies in the develop-
of the new world have been undoubtedly
navigation and reilway inter<ommunica-
has the honor of possessing the
lines in the would; and it has
, of having built the first vessel
tlantic wholly by steam power.
“Royal Wiliam,” designed by
Goudie, marine architect, of Quebec, and
from the shipyard of Messrs, Campbell
at that city, April 20th, 1831,

tle crossed the Atlantic from Pictou

a balf days. Afiter a short time at Cowes,
where she was painted and furbished up, “‘she
wteamed up to Gravesend in fine style, the
ﬂmumm-themumﬁcwopdlud by the
motive power of steam alone.” From this he-
ginning has grown the Canadian steam manine,
nov, or rather on December 31st, 1896, number-
ing 1,762 vessels, with a gross tonnage of 251,176,
divided among the provinces as follows: Ontario,
4L.1 per cent.; Quebec, 32.3 per cent.; Brifish
Columbia, 10 per cent.; Nova Scotia, 7.9 per
cent.; New Brunswick, 3.8 per cent.; Manitoba,
2.6 per cent.; Prince Edward Island, 2 per cent.
Mr. Jas. Croil, in his extremely interesting book,
has given a complete history of steam navigafion
from the earliest attempts to the present day;
he has detailed the onigin, fortunes and mis-
fortunes of the great Atlantic steamship com-
Ppanies; told the story of steam to India and the
Eaet and its adoption in the British navy; he
has devoted the last portion of his book to the
d'vdmdn.ctmn‘vinﬁonanwest.
Lawrence, the Great Lakes, and throughout the
Dominion; and in an dix he has described
the latest novelties in steam shipbuilding, tn-
dluding Mr. Knapp's roller steamboat, exhibited
in Toronto Bay in the summer of 1897. Al-
though the book bristles with figures and statis-
tics, there are so many accounts of di=asters and
perils, 80 many interesting persmal and other
sketohes, that there is not a ull page from
cover to cover. While it will be an authority
brﬁucumhsrdtetlm, it will also afiord
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In Memoriam.*

“In Memoriam’ is, to say the very least,
one of the great poems of the nineteenth cea-
tury, and is worthy to stand by the masterpieces
of any century. It is a collection of poems
which show Tenxyson’s varied powers of thought
and expression. it deals with the great prob-
lems of doubt and faith as they are suggested
by sin and sorrow. It reflevis the life of the
poet, the life of bhumanity, and, in a special
sense, the life of the century in which it has
us origin. During the past quarter of a cen-
tury it has found many sympathetic readers,
and has been made the subject of much careful
study. Recently a French scholar has abtempt-
ed the heroic task of translating it into his
mother tongue, and has succeeded in showing
once more that the translation of poetry is ex-
ceedingly difficult; even in the most skilful
heidds ibe poetry is apt to vanish in the process.
Jiecently @ high-class literary journal printed a
cialogue between Henry King and Arthur Hal-
alm as to the merits of the two memorial poems,
It was well done, if that kind of thing is to be
done at all. We mention these incidents
now simply to show the wide-spread and in-

g infl of Tennyson's great poem.
We desire, therefore, to give a cordial welcome
to Dr. King's careful piece of work. It is
evident that he did not study the poem sim-
ply for the purpose of writing upon it; but as
evidently gone over it sympathetically, and
then critically, so that the present volume is
the remmlt of many years of communion with
the poem. The preface tells us that “This small
work on “In Memoriam” had its origin in a
course of lectures delivered to ladies in Mani-
toba College in the winter and spring of the
present year,” but of course Dr. King was well
prepared for such a class before he took it in
hand. He has, however, availed himself of the
best work of others in this department and on
important points is prepared to criticise the
crities. It is a good thing, both for himself
and the class, when one possessing the philo-

hical and theolog t of Dr. King
can find time to take up a subject of this kind.
“In M iam” is a poem ially suited for

the study of the literary circles in connection
with our Young People’s Societies, and this
book will prove a useful companion. The exposi-
tions are clear and not too lengthy, the notes
on difficult phrases are brief and to the point;
on important points that have divided the inter-
preters, the argunients are fairly weighed. Mor
instance, we think Dr. King makes good the
interpretation which refers to the words of
the prologue, “Strong Son of God, immortal
Love” to the personal Christ. The unsophisti-
cated reader would naturally receive this im-

that,
s a whole, “In Memoriam” is a poem for which
the average reader needs help, and in this
“eriti-cal study” it is given in a manner that is

both th

ugh and unpretentious,

Wild Roses and Snow
(Basses Pyrenees).

How sweet the sight of roses
In English lanes of June,

When every flower uncloses
To meet the kiss of noon.

Roses both sweet and wild— 3
Seen where a valley closes 5
"Mid mountain heights up-piled.
How strange the sight of roses—
Upon whose sides remaining
Is strewn the purest snow,
By its chill power restraining
The tide of Spring’s soft glow.

s

Yet God who gave the pureness
To yon fair mountain snow,

Gives also the secureness
Whereby theso roses blow.

[
From “Pioture: of Travel, and other Poems,” -~ =« memugt?
by mhuieuﬂ‘:‘ni. London: .Hnm & mmn.

At the recent session of the Federal Assem-
bly of the Australi Presbyterian Chureh
the principal busi was the prop

of all the Presbyterian churches of all the colo-

nice. No i di ) of the i P
is probable, the trend of opinion inclining to- j

d union <

wards union in foreign mibsions and theological
hall uader the triennial assembly, with a judi-
cial committee, as a court of final appeal from
provincial assenb'ies,
LE R
The Rev, James MacGregor, D.D,, minister of o

St. Cutiubert’s Bdinbuvgh, who is now the chap- ¢
luin-in-atten ' .nce on the Queen, is a native of
Scone, Perthshire, and is 66 years of age. In
1881 he accompanied the Marquis of Lorne when
uevernor-General of Carada in his visit to the
Novthwest Territory, iuve years later he be-
came chaplain to the Queen, and in 1801 he d
was eleated Moderator of the General Assembly 4
of the Ghurch of Scotland, Y3

It may be said that the whole of / rica thas
icmxlnmblyhﬁhbkby white 1 cn is un-
der the British flag, or under British proteo
tion; and, again, that everything in Africa that 5
pays dividends lies within the sphere claimed b
by the British Government. Practically what 1
cther nations have scrambled for has been John
Bull's leavings.




