
SCANDINAVIA AND THE WAR,

curious mixture of idealism and practical instincts.f Both as individuals and as a nation they arc seized at
times by an irresistible passion for adventures, for
tremendous achievernents. The spirit of Charles XII
is not quite dead, in the country. From tiae, to time
the old drearns of world-power scem to haunt the nation,

f bringing it to a dangerous point of disregard for thc
lbard realities of the current hour.

* Perhaps this spirit of adventure wvill neyer depart
entirely fromn the Swedish character. iPerhiaps its
departure would, be a distinct loss not only to the Swedes

* but to the -world. at large. But of late il> has turneLi in
a new direction, at once s-afer and more promising.
The Swedes have begun to sec visions of power baseci
not on conquest but on internai. developniient. The
riclmess of their natura1 resources, pitrticularly in ileta-ls.
lias longy been kznown. Up to a brief time ago there
seemed' srnall hope of their extensive exploitation,
because the needed fuel had to be imported. The
progress of electricity bas changed this situation raclical.
Swedish electrical engineers are counted aînong the best
in the world to-day. The waterfalls, in which thc'
country abounds, can now be put to uise. New niethods
of smnelting the ore have been devîsed and are constantîr
beig perfected. The ore can be used at homne instead
of being shipped abroad. As 1 wýas coming across the
ocean a few weekzs -ig2o I heatrd an Englishi inetallurgist
rcimark that men of his profession expect the Swedes
in less th-an fifty years to Iead the world in steel pro-
duction.

The Swedes have firinly grasped these new possi-
bilities, in whichl there is adventure enough to suit their
ardent souls. To make their new dreamns re-al, they
need nothing but tlîeir own îngenuity, industry, capacity


