
20 CHALn^A AND ASSYRIA,

Empires of Mcmpliis and of Thobos. The (-ivilizution remained
esseiitiully tlio same, since tlie one river valley was open to the same
inlluenccs. It is true that the Ciialdieana and Assyrians were not
originally of one blood, bnt this made no more diflorenco in the
unity of civilization than the mixture of dilTerent nations in America
to-day.

Assyrian Empire.—The most essential difference between the
Chalda'an and the Assyrian Empire lies in the larger extent of the
latter. The C'haldaitin Empire took in the whole Tigris-Euphrates
valley, and reached over Syria at times. The Assyrian Empire
was much more firmly fixed in its control of Syria. It also
extended over Armenia and Eastern Asia Minor to Ihe river Ilalys
(hailz). On the East of the Zagroa Mountains, which lie on the
east bank of the Tigris, the Assyrian Empire comprehended two
important provinces between the Caspian and the I'ersian Gulf-
viz., Media (North) and Persia (South). It extended beyond those
provinces at times, bnt with indefinite boundaries, toward the Indus.

Media and Babylonia.—The Assyrian Emj)irc, supplanting
the Chaldean about 1250 b. c, lasted till about 625 n. c. But the
changv. which took place then was only one of external government,
and the conditions of civilization were unaltered. The Assyrian
Empire was simply divided into two parts, known as the Median
and Babylonian Empires. The province of Media revolted, and
founded an empire which ruled the provinces of Persia, Media, and
Asia Minor to the Ilalys. The province of Chalda^a revolted, and
ruled an empire including the Tigris-Euphrates valley and Syria.

This empire is called Bal)ylonian, after the capital of Chald^a, only
to distinguish it from the eariier Chaldi^an state of about the same
extent. Its second king, Nebuchadnezzar, lived about b. c. 600.
This division of the Assyrian states into the Median and Babylonian
Empires lasted only about seventy years, till about 555 B. c.

Persian Empire.—The i)rovince of Persia then revolted, under
Cyrus, against Media ; conquering rapidly this state and Babylonia.
It also conquered the Lydian Empire, in Asia Minor, beyond the
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