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*"^J'*^*^ day-book under his arm.Be pleased to refer, Mr. Raikes ' said th«

swTi '^"th^entrieH of S^C J -
wt^LVnlirdly. *

''"'^^""" «"'"-«' ''""-

vr>Sm„^!i"'"
*'"'®'^ °P«° the cumbrousvolume, and ran a practised e\e and fincer

of^entri^r *5r °^ ^°"'- ^"ooessive cofina
of entries. Stoppmg suddenly at the foot

t^^r^"' ^^
u"!f" '«*'! »'°"d that Ben-jamin &omers had on that day conducted

Th; i' P'"'"
f"""""

>°'^°« t° Crampton.

lnnW«rl
°^"''"*« l^'^ed forward in his seat,looked the Under-Secretary full in the faceand sa.d, quite sharply an^ suddenly.l '

aft«Soo"7"'^°"'
""'• ^'^'''' - »^««*"«

•I, sir?"

tt]?ert°mo\th ?""'"« °^ *'^«'°-*'^ o^

els'e shoulfiTe'r'''-
^^^''-ffi- Where

nnJar^"^*! ^ '^"^^ °^ trepidation in the
under-secretary's voice as he said this ; but
his loolt of surprise was natural enough.

\Ve have some reason for believing, Mr.Raikes that you were absent that afternoon
without leave. Was this the case ?'

Certainly not, sir. I have not had a day's
holiday since September. Mr. Hunter willhear me out m this.'

Mr. Hunter repeated what he had pre-viously said on the subject, but added thatthe clerks in the adjoining office would be
^

certoiu to know,jlhereupon the senior
c erk, a grave, middle-aged person, in green
glMses, was summoned and interrogated
His testimony cleared the Under-Secretary"

at once. He declared that Mr. Raikes had
in no instance^ to his knowledge, been ah-
sent danng office hours since his return from
his annual hohday in September

I was confounded. The chairman turned
to me with a smile, in which a shade ofcoywt annoyance was scarcely apparent.

• You hear, Mr. Langford, ' he swd.

unsLte'""
'~* ""^ «'"^'*'»'*>'' ••«'°"'«

'I fear, Mr. Langford, that your con-
victions are very insufficiently based,' re-phed the chairman, with a doubtful cough
I fear that yoa dream dreams, and mis-

take them for actual occurrences. It is a
dangerous habit of mind, and might lead todangerous results. Mr. Raikna h-rs -rrld
have tound himself in an unpleasant posTtira
had he not proved so satisfactory an oliM

'•

^.JJj^"
»''o»t to reply, but he gave me no

'I think gentlemen,' he went on to say.
addressing the board, ' that we should fa«

81

wasting time to push this inquiry further.
Air. I.angford'8 evidence would seem to be
of an equal value throughout. The testimony
ot iienjamm Somers disproves his first state-
ment, and the testimony of the last witness
disproves his second, f think we may con-
clude that Mr. Langford fell asleep in the
train on the occasion of his journey to Clay-
borough, and dreamt an unusually vivid and
circumstantial dream—of which, however
^^« ^ave now heard quite enough.'
There are few thingsmoreannoying than tofind one s positive convictions met with in-

creduhty. Icould not help feeling impa-
tience at the turn that affaire had taken Iwas not proof against the civil sarcasm of thechairman s manner. Most intolerable of all.however, was the quiet smile lurking about
the corners of Benjamin Somers' mouth, andthe half-tnumphant, half-malicious gleam inthe eyes of the Under-Secretary. Tlie manwas evidently puzzled, and somewhat alarm-
ed. His looks seemed furtively to interro-
g»t« «?«•. Who was I ? What 5id I want ?Why had I come there to do him an ill turnwith his employers? What was it to mewhether or no he was absent without leave ?

by It than the thing deserved, I begged
leave to detain the attention of the board for

tie^nrb^tteve."^"
''''''' ^ -P-

* Better let the thing drop,' he whispered.

J.Lftr',^''^ "^J''
^°°"«h. You dreamt

It
,
and the less said now the better.

'

f-.»,JI!f °T*u*°.,*'®
silenced, however, in thisfash on. I had yet something to say, and Iwould say it. It was to thiii effect ;?hatdreams were not usually productive of ta^ri-

ble results, and that I ?equested to knowTnwhat wav the chairman conceived I had

V^iZA A
^y.*^"'"" "o substantial and

ThlTu^A * <^«'"^'°° <*« the cigar-case which

fh« i^^.''"' ''*"?"? ^ P^*«» '^fo'-e him at
.51?"?'"'®™*°*°^ our interview.T^ cigar-case I admit. Mr. Langford,'

the chairman replied, 'is a very stronapomtm your evidence. It is your on°y
strong point, however, and there is just a

SZ. -r^**,
we may all be misleV by amere accidental resemblance. Will you ner-mit me to see the case again ?'

^

him'*.'*!."'!"''^'^''.'
""'^ '^ I handed it t»him, that any other should bear precisely

this monogram, and yet be in all other mr-Uuuiars exactly similar.'

in'^^tJ^^i'Tl «*'"»»«'» it for a moment
in silence and then passed it to Mr. Hunter.

stok^histeU"'""'^'*
"'''' ^"^' °^-- -"^

.t!''''''^ i.' °2v
'"®''® resemblance,' he said

It is John Dwerrihouse's cigar-case to a


